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Sesolotloiis of the St. Joseph DistFiet Confevenee 
Held at Savannah, Ho., April 3, i and 5, 1894. 



Bemlved, By this Conference that its con- ' 
grAtnlations are dae and are hereby extended 
to our brother, C. I. Van Deventer, who haa 
lived to preach at the opening of this District 
Conference hia semi-centennial sermon as a 
ireacher of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

ith, in th« bonnds of the Missouri Annual 
Donference. 

Also, that we rejoice with him over the 
mighty victories achieved; that the fruitage 
of the faithful seed-sowing of our fathers of 
this half centary is being manifested ; that 
their mantle has in some measure fallen upon 
their successors. 

Second, Believing that a book of sufficient 
ise to record the more important history of 
nr church in Northwest Missouri (as oar 
brother has been related thereto these fifty 
yoars) to cost a moderate sura, would serve aa 
• fittiug souvenir from him upon the occasion ' 
of his Betni-centenniul celebration of Vi\% \\\.'£% 
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work to his successors in the ministry and 
laity, therefore 

Resolved Second^ That it be the request of 
this body of preachers and laymen, represent- 
ing this territory where the major part of our 
brother's ministerial life has been spent — now 
dotted with churches in which more than 15,0.00 
members worship — that Brother C. L Van- 
Deventer write and cause to be published 
such a book, we promising him that it shall not 
fail of a ready and anxious acceptance at our 

hands. 

Fbank Silbb, 

J. M. O'Bbybn, 

John A. Bbaglb, 

W. A. Hanna, 

J. S. Bowles, 

A. T. Stephenson, 

J. M. Lamab, 

R. H. COOPBB, 

Z. M. Williams, 
J. B. Ross, 

J. T. MOBEMAN, 

T. H. SWEABENGEN, 

S. F. Cbesap. 

Similar action was taken later by the Platts- 
burg District Conference held at Lawson, Mo. 
Also Rev, Z. M. Williams, presiding elder of 
the Gallatin District, being present at the St. 
Joseph District Conference, requested in his 
own behalf and in behalf of his district, that it 
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also be represented in the proposed history or 
sketches, the territory of Gallatin District be- 
ing an important part of northwest Missoari. 
It is therefore to Northwest Missouri as in-" 
eluded chiefly within the boundaries of these 
tbree districts that the following sketches will 
principally apply, although we hope they may 
not be without some interest to the "regions 
beyond." Even i£ all the rfato necessary to do 
at hand, which is not the case, it is 
not proposed to go far into details or to be 
minutely chronological or statistical in what 
we have to say. Onr understanding of the 
special object of this brief treatise (as well as 
onr limited space), will compel us to leave 
some valuable matter that otherwise m 
Appear. 

We desire, as far as possible, to be correct 
>nd accurate in our statements, and in this, 
maiden effort at book-making, to minister in 
some measure to the gratification and profit of 
tlie reader, as well as to call out and preserve 

tBome important facts concerning the work and 
workers connected with the rise and progress 
of Methodism in this great Northwest; and if, 
(rom necessity or oversight, either persons or 
localities of merit should not appear, we are 
■nre the failure will not be attributed to a dis- 
position to be invidious. We especially invoke 
the guidance and blessing of the Head of the 
Church in this "labor of love." 

C. 1. Van Ukvestsb.. 



L. 
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fl Bpief Desepiption of the Gountry 

INCLUBBD IN THE 

St. Joseph, Plattstmrg a&d Gallatin Distriets. 

The famous Platte Fukohabb whicli was 

opened for Bettlement by the United Statea 
Government in 1636-7, comprised the counties 
of Platte, Buchanan, Holt, AtchiBOQ, Andrew 
and Nodaway. These, together with the coun- 
ties contiguous north of the Missouri river on 
or near the old western line of the state, with 
perhaps portions of other conntiea, will suffi- 
ciently represent the territory of whit^ we 
write ; one charge o£ the St. Joseph District 
extending into Iowa, and also one or more 
of the Gallatin District charges. 

All things considered, there is probably no 
better section of our broad country to be found. 
It is not a paradise. In vain we look for such 
this side of the New Jerusalem. But for nat- 
ural and acquired advantages, we know of none 
better, and have seen many regions not near so 
good. Bishop Marvin, who traveled very ex- 
tensively east, west and south in our own 
country as well at abroad, pronounced western 
Missouri the best section of country be had 
ever seen. The soil, with few exceptions, is 
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superior. It is a well watered region, witK ft 
liberal provision of timber firewood, coal, etc. 
The general health is above the average. The 
ligence aud morals hopeful and oa the in- 
crease, with great room and demand, as in 
other parts of our conntrj, for improvement— 
especially in morah — for alasl the chief wan 
of this otherwise charming region is a lack on 
the part of multitudes to love and fear God 
and keep bis commandments. This region 
contains a large and growing population, and 
the territory is well supplied with railroads, 
(trunk lines and branches), and with many helps 
And hindrances to the accomplishment of the 
^reat ends of life. 

Into this inviting field the pioneer ministers 
of the M. £. Church were among the first, aa 
lal, to enter and occupy. 



Vbom the entrance of the uethodist obdrch 

INTO northwest MlBgODRI, DOWN TO 

1844. 
For a good many years the western conn- ' 
lieB of the state constituted an outside confer- 

iQce row, and with the adniissiou of the Platte 
Purchase was necessarily occupied as a 
domestic mission field. But recently it was the 

wt receding Indian home east of the Missouri 
river, and for years bordered upon the great 
VesterQ wilderness where savages and 
beasts held joint and undisputed sway. Fov « 
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time but little waa accomplished in the intertB 
of pure religion, and of the part rendered d| 
OOP church during the period meDtioned, w 
have comparatively meager information. ■ 

Among the first preachers appointed fl 
this country, we tind the names of Jesse Grefl 
and Andrew Munroe, presiding elders, ai3 
John Munroe, Hugh L. Dodds, Jacob Lanid 
James McMahan, Abraham Miltice, Lorena 
Waugh and others, pastors. This was befoB 
the Platte Purchase waa occupied and refefl 
of course to the western counties of the statfl 
What memories and emotions the mention m 
some of these names awakens in the mind m 
the writer! I 

Kbv. Andrew Mdnboe, was long the Nestq 
of Missouri Methodism. Think of him tra-n 
eling a district reaching from St. Charles H 
Bichmond, taking in nearly all of Missonfl 
north of the Missouri river, and a portion d 
the state on the south side. He was a godffl 
man and an apostolic preacher, and was tld 
presiding elder in attondance at the cann 
meeting where I was converted. He was idea 
tified with Methodist history in Missouri longj 
probably than any other itinerant preacher, ana 
represented the best type of christian anq 
ministerial character. The older members « 
the conference cannot be fully accustomed n 
his absence from our annual sessions, where Id 
was so prominent and useful. I 
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Jesbe Gbeen was alao \a the early daja 
presiding elder, his district including a part of 
the territory of which we write; and with him 
likewise we are officially and aft'ectionately 
identified. He presided in tlie quarterly con- 
ference where I was licensed to preach, and 
counseled me faithfully but as kindly and 
tenderly as a loving father would his son. He 
was of small statue, apparently frail in con- 
stitnlion, with a bright penetrating eye, at- 
tractive in person, a good preacher, a heroic 
pioneer, with ardent zeal and enthusiasm ia 
his master's work. He died at hiapost, whis- 
pering "peace, peace, sweet peace." 

Jacob L&nius wds also among the early 
laborers in tliis upper country. lie was my 
senior colleague in ISIS-^O on the Bowling 
6reen Circuit. He had all of the requisites to 
iDake a good and useful preacher of the Gospel. 
Oatside of his usual pulpit and pastoral duties 
lie sold more books and was instrumental iu 
1>oilding more churches than any preacher of 
ly knowledge in his day. He did a great 
'ork, and died comparatively young, and for 
is personal kindness and fidelity has been 
ratefuUy remembered all these years. 

JoBN MuNROK and Thos. T. Ashbey are men- 
tioned. The former in connection with the 
Bicbniond Circuit, and the latter the North 
Griind River charge in 1835-30. Brother 
Munroe was a Scotcliman, who found it & MxxVtt 
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difficult sometimcB to adjust himself to 
AmericsQ edition of his mother tongtie. 
was a maD of God — faithful in the details 
his sacred calling — was my pastor when a 
youth, and constantly looked after my spiritual 
welfare. 

Brother Ashbey became a superior preacher, 
was a natural orator and said to be a "mighty 
hunter;" was almost a constant invalid, but 
jou would not think so to hear hira preach. 
He had a brilliant history for a time, but his 
last days were clouded. The wife of his youth 
died, lie moved to Memphis, Tenn,, "and he 
died," the brief patriarchal announcement 
applying to the short as well as the longest life. 

In 1836^37 the name of Hugh L. Dodds 
is mentioned in connection with Eichmond 
charge, and that of Lorenzo Waugh with North 
Grand River, I met with Brother Dodds in 
1844 when he was stationed at Weston. Have 
no recollection of having met Brother Wangh, 

In 1838-3y Thomas B. Ruble was appointed 
to "Platte," I suppose including the most, if 
not all, of the Platte Purchase, as this is the 
first time we have found Platte mentioned as a 
special charge. To Richmond Daniel T. Sher- 
man, and to Grand River Ruben Aldridge 
were appointed, and Platlsburg was "left to be 
supplied." Brother Ruble's appointment was 
domestic missionary ground, of course. We 
have no account of the particulars of his labors 
that year. He filled, with usefulness, several 
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appointments in the conference, and died 
while yet young. Brother D. T. Sherman is a 
a Bnperannuated member of the UiBsouri Con- 
conference, a humble, faithful servant of the 
Master, whose labors have not been in vain. 
Brother Aldridge was the paator of our fam- 
ily the year I was admitted on trial in tbfl 
conference. 



I 

I 



lUchmond Circuit, first called Fishing 
Biver, was organized in 1832. The pastors, 
so far as we have been able to ascertain, down 
to the present time, were John Wood, John 
Harris, Stephen K. Beggs, "William Shores, 
Thomas Johnson, John Trotter, Benjamin S. 
Aehbey, W. Teas, Geo. W. Bewley, William 
Spratt, Bichard Lee, Jacob Lanius, John Mun- 
roe, Hugh L. Dodds, Lester Janes, Uaniel T. 
Sherman, Connelly Smith, Daniel Penny, J, M, 
Owner, J. Barker, J. Devlin, J. S. Todd, A. 
E. Sears, T. D. Clinton, D. C. Blackwell, W. , 
E. Dockery, WiUiam Penn, H. A. Davis, W. 
iL Bush. W. Tool, R. H. Jordan, William I 
Perkins, B. A. Aostin, (Snp.), J. C. C. Davis, ] 
M. M. Pugh, D. M. Proctor, Tyson Dines, D. 
C. O'Howell, W. M. Kewland, R. N. T. Hoi- I 
liday, C. Doggett, (Sup.). M. R. Jones, G. U. | 
Keener, W. H. Lewis, C Grimes, A. Uizel, y 
J. W. Ramsey, H. C Groves. J. A. Beagle, J 
J. U. Ledbetter and W. F. McMurray., now u^ 
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charge, 1893-94. With the appointment of 
Tyaon Dines the charge was made a station. 

The following have served as presiding 
elders : David Sharp, Jease Haile, John Drew, 
Andrew Muuroe, Jease Green, Alexander 
McCalister, Joseph Edtuondaon, H. Brown, B. 
S. Ashbey, E. Robinson, William W. Red- 
man, William Patton, W. G. Caplea, William 
M. Rush, William Perkins, M. R. Jones, 
Jesae Bird, W. E. Dockery, C. I. Van Deven- 
ter, S. W. Atteberry, M. B. Chapman, D. C. 
O'Howell, S. W. Cope, J. M. O'Bryen and R. 
H. Cooper, the present incnmbent. 

Methodism took early and deep root in the 
the country represented by this charge, and 
especially in Richmond, and Ray county 
generally, "Wise builders wrought at the 
fouTidations of our Zion." 

KICHMOKD AND VIOIHITT. 

I The writer has comparatively recent and very 

■, pleasant memories of thia historic Methodist cen- 
I ter. A brief term of service as presiding elder, 

' occasional visits to the community as agent for 

the Miaaouri Conference Trust Fund {to the 
claims of which this region gave an unusually 
liberal response), together with several Annual 
Conference occaaiona in their midst, and the 
Christian homes among them where we have so 
often been kindly and hospitably entertained, 
are in explanation of the goodwill entertained 
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for Richmond, as well as for many other iocal- 
itiea over this territory. 

This, too, is the seat of the Woodson Insti- 
tute, an institution nnder the patronage and 
control of the Plattsburg District Conference, 
80 named in honor of Brother T. D. Woodson, 
not only in recognition of his very liberal con- 
tribntion to the same, but also as a tribute to 
his excellent character as a Christian, and.! 
eapecially as an active and useful member o£'l 
the Methodist church. We regret to know that ■ 
the school, which is a gem in architecture and 
BO admirably located, is embarrassed by debt, 
aDd do hope the friends of Christian education, 
both in the community and in the district gen- 
erally, will help efficiently in the time of need 
to remove this financial burden,* 

Several men who in after years became 
distinguished in the annals of our charch, 
began their ministry in Northwest Missouri, 
thifl whole territory for some time being 
embraced in the Richmond District. 

E, Marvin's first charge was on the 
Grundy Mission, in the bounds of the Gallatin 
Oistrict; his second charge on the Oregon 
Mission in the 8t, Joseph District, taking all of 
the "regions beyond" to Iowa, His third 
charge was on the Liberty Circuit in the 
FUttsbnrg District, and his fifth was the 
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Weston Circuit, what was probably first called 
Plattsburg Circuit, and later New Market, 
where, as a married man, lie lived and labored 
with a very meager financial remnneratiou, and 
where he became involved in debt, on account 
of which he was greatly embarrassed for sev- 
eral years, yet, after having the experience of 
all the phases of a Methodist preacher's life, 
he was exalted to the office of a Bishop in the 
Church of God. 

William G. Caples, of whom we shall hear 
more later, and whose holy ambition moved 
him in his peculiar way of stating it, "to make 
some moccasin tracks on the moral soil of the 
Platte country," also got in debt the first year of 
hie itinerancy, and asked to be discontinued by 
the Conference until he could be relieved, took a 
contract for cntting cord wood, paid his debts 
and reported himself to his presiding elder for 
work. He, too, was a conspicuous figure in 
the Northwest, and by the noontide of life bad 
become one of the best preachers in the land . 

E. R. Hendrix, the cultured Timothy, who 
accompanied Bishop Marvin on his tour around 
the world, and who also has become an hon- 
ored Biahop of the church, spent five years of 
his early ministry in the Northwest. 

A. P. Pabkkk, our Missionary to China, 
passed the first four years of his ministry in the 
St. Joseph District, being appointed consecu- 
tively to Maryville Circuit, Flag Springs Circuit, 
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Forest City Circuit, and the Tenth street sta- 
tion, St. Joseph, going from us to his distant 
foreign field, ^rhere his labors have been sig- 
nally naeful, being greatly honored of God and 
of the church as one of the first missionaries in 
ability and usefnlness that has gone out to this 
▼ast heathen land. Some who have preceded 
these we have named, and others who have fol- 
lowed them, may well bo ranked among the 
pioneers as bright and shining lights. Cer- 
tainly Methodism was well introduced into this 
country. 



Weston was for a number of years the 
leading town in the Platte Parchase, as well aa 
the headquarters of our church, when St. 
Joseph, Kansas City, Atchison and Leaven- 
■worth were mostly in the future. From 1841 
to the present time the following brethren have 
•erved as pastors, the charge for some time 
being a circuit, and later a station: E. M. 
JIarvin. Geo. W. Love, W. M. Rush, M. R. 
Jones, J. W. Ellis, R. H. Jordan, H. H. 
Hedgpetli, W. B. Hatton. R. €. Hatton, J. 0. 
C. Davis, W. E. Dockery, W. H. Saxton, J. 
Stone, L. R. Downing, D. R. Shackelford, S. , 
W. Cope, R. N. T. Holliday, J. A. Beagle, I 
W. C. Conner, T. R. fledgpeth, M. B. Chap- j 
C. W. Walts. J. W. Gilbert, T. M. 
jr, H. L. Davis. M. Jamison, Z. 
Roberts, J. Cotton, W. llnlmes, J. S. T<a^^ 



I 
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C. I. Van Deventer, W. G. Caples, W. H. 
Curren, J. Bird, J. Y. Blakey, J. S. Smith, 
S. S. Hardin, F. A. Grimes, T. G. Petree, R. 
A. Austin, W. G. Miller, J. H. Pritchett, John 
A. Mumpower, Thos. Hedgpeth. The follow- 
ing have been presiding elders: W. Ketron, 
William Patten, W. G. Caples, W. Perkins, 
J. Bird, C. I. Van Deventer, M. B. Chapman, 

D. C. O'Howell, J. M. O'Bryen and R. H. 
Cooper. These names are not all given in the 
order in which they served, and possibly some 
are left out. They extend over the long period 
from 1840-1 to the present time, 1894. 

When we first became much acquainted 
with this charge in 1854-5, the town was on 
the down grade and the church was having a 
hard time of it. The war in embryo was going 
on across the river. The different political 
elements representing the north and the south, 
were marshaling their- hosts,- and Weston was 
the rallying place for all. I went to this 
charge knowing it was a hard appointment^ 
resolved to do my best, and hoping feebly for 
success. The great day will reveal what— i 
any — good was done. During the summer o 
1855, I was brought low by a severe attack o^ 
flux, and for a time my life was almost die**^ 
paired of, but good nursing with the add©^^ 
blessing of the good Lord brought me up. 

This was the home of the Tenerable Wi*-' 
liam Patten, so conspicuous in these sketch©^^ 



/jV northwest MISSOURI. 17 

though he was from home most of the time, 
being agent for the American Bible Society in 
Misaouri. He was a holy man; an nnctious 
as well as a logical preacher, and h 
ger of the old-time type. I have seen a camp 
meeting iu tears of penitence or joy while he 
sang alone after preaching. His saintly wife 
died of cholera dnring this year, and only a few 
years later the weary itinerant, prematurely 
worn waa laid by her aide, where they calmly 
Bleep till the reaurrection morn. Here, too, 
in 1851 the aweet-apirited Z. N, Roberts fell at 
hispoat a victim of cholera. We were membera 
of the same conference claaa and dearly devoted 
to each other. Of strong constitution and 
vigoroas health, he looked like he might live to 
an advanced old age, but was cut down in the 
flower and prime of life. But God knows beet; 
we hope to see him by and by. 

Here it was that Brother W. G. Caples, 
with a few others, labored against wind and 
tide to establish a conference high school and 
HQCceeded, securing four acres of beautiful 
gronnd, and erected a good building, the prop- 
erty coating about |112,000.00, but unfortunate- M 
!y leaving a debt on the premises not very ' H 
large at the time, but accumulating; it was ^ 
afterwards sold to outside parties, the church 
being loser every way. Rev. W, H. Lewis 
_ finally bought the property and endeavored to 
Hmakeits conference inatitutVon, W^1s;iN.Vq%^\^ 
nmit into the hands of the pu\)\\c fttfaooV "^"^^^^ 
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and was later destroyed by fire. Thus went 
our first conference high school in northwest 
Miasouri. 

William W. Redman, ao often mentioned 
in the annals of Methodism in Northwest Mis- 
souri, was probably the first presiding elder 
sent to this region of the state— that part of it 
included in the Platte Purchase. He was in 
later years my presiding elder in the eastern 
part of the conference, sustaining this relation 
three years. He died at the beginning of the 
fourth. He was about fifty years old at the 
time of his death, was studious, devout, cheer- 
ful, polite, a good preaclier and a dilligent, kind 
presiding elder, commanding the respect of all 
classes of hearers. He was a warm personal 
friend, and knew how to enter into the sympa- 
thies of a young and inexperienced preacher, 
and to encourage him in the time of need. 
He combined, in an unusual degree, the pro- 
gressive vigor and enthusiasm of youth, with 
the solidity and maturity of advancing yeara. 
Not a shadow ever came between us. I 
mourned Jiis early death, and even now, In 
thought, seem to be kneeling with liim by the 
old log in the grove near the country church, 
just before the hour of preaching. He has long 
been resting from tbe toils and cares of a pio- 
neer itinerant life. 

William Holmes was among those who 
served the Weston charge, it Y>e\Tv^ \i\a \».'sS. 
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tpfXttntmeat as an itinerant preacher. Hia 
liealth, which had been frail for many years, 
give oQt entirely about the middle of this year, 
•nd at the next session of the Missouri Confer- 
ence he was granted a superannuated relation. 

■ He waa converted at a campmeeting near Shel- 

■ kyville. Mo., in 1841, Tyson Dines being the 
I preacher in charge, and William Patton pre- 
I tiding elder. His wife and his wife's sister 
I Were also converted at the same meeting, and 

hoaseboM consecrated to God. Brother 
lines was a promising young lawyer, but 
foni the time of his conversion believed that 
^8 'W'ag called to preach the gospel. He tried 
'sw- and gospel together for a while, but came 
to tlje conclusion that one or the other would 
u'^e to be given up. He left all and followed 
the Haster into the great harvest field. Ho 
traveled the Waterloo, Monticello and St. 
Charles Circuits each two years, was stationed 
"•Qlaagow and at St. Joseph also, each two 
ywt-B, and was then appointed to Weston, and 
final Ij. settled at Kansas City, where he 
'""listed a small amount of money, which by 
'""e^s increase in value, with careful manage- 
'"^'^t:. furniabed him principally with a bounti- 
™ living and the means wherewith to minister 
liWrivUy to the church and those in need, 
"'^ writer was near him when he was con- 
verted, knew him well and shared his 1 



1 



^triendali 



I Win it] heaven. 



) while he lived, and hopes to meet 
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PLATTSBUEG DlfiTRICT. 

R. H. Cooper, Presiding Elder. 

Plattsburg Station, H. C. Bolen; Osborn 
Oircuit, J. H. Hager; Cameron Station, J. M. 
Sitton; Platte City Circuit, A. B. Sanderson 
(supply); Hardin Circuit, D. M. Proctor; Kich- 
mond Station, W. F. McMurry; Kichmond 
Grcuit, J. P. Godbey; Millville Circuit, J. T. 
Winstead; Edgerton Circait, W. J. Parvin; 
Pai-kville Circuit, L. E, Madison; Kingston 
Circnit; P. J. Penny (supply); Lawson Circuit, 
R. W. Howerton; Liberty Circuit, J. S. Smith; 
Cowgil! Circnit, H. L, Davis; Camden Circuit, 
C. A. Lewis; Grayson Circuit, W. B. Weakley; 
Lathrop Circuit, J. IL Frencli. 

R. H. CooPEK entered the Missouri Confer- 
ence as a probationer in 1872; is a Conference 
classmate of Brother O'Bryen. I think Camden 
Circuit, inRay coQnty,was hia first appointment, 
now included in the Plattsburg District, of which 
he is presiding elder. Brother Cooper is 
largely a Northwestern laborer, having been 
presiding elder of the Gallatin District, sta- 
tioned preacher at Albany, pastor at Maryville 
and Skidntore, and fotir years presiding elder 
on the St. Joseph district. He is now near 
the close of his second year as presiding elder 
of the Plattsburg District. His trumpet, too, 
gives no uncertain sound on the vital question 
of temperance, while he preaches the whole 



goepel to the people. 

Daring the Conference year tVa^ Va.-^e' 
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k nnmeroas extensive revivals, and several han-^H 
[■ . dred have been added to the chnreh. Per- ^| 



sonal, official and painstaking attention is being 

given to all of the interests of the church in the 
district, and no donbt there will be a gratifying 
report at Conference from this frnitfnl field. 
Brother Cooper still makes his home in St. 
Joseph. 

FLATT8BDBG CIHCUIT. 

This circuit was organized in 1838. In 
the earlier years it was included in the old 
Kiciimond district. The following brethren have 
served as pastors or presiding elders, some 
in the circuit and others later in the station: 

Pastors: J. Devlin, A. Beat, P. L. Hufft, 
E. Robinson, I. S. Ladd. W. Bradford, T. 
Harst, M. R. Jones, L. Rush, R. H, Jordan, 
W. A. Tarwater, J. E. Bryan, D. K. Steven- 
son, W. Perkins, F. F. 0. James, J. Stone, 
D. Penny, W. M. Rusii, J. Bird, D. R. Shack- 
elford, C. Babcock, J. C. C. Davis, J. A. 
Hyder, A. V. Bailey, W. H. Lewis, W. A. 
Hanna, M. B. Chapman, Robert White, T. H. 
Bwearengen, H. C. Eolen (in charge at pres- 
ent). Presiding elders: J. Bird, S. W. Cope, 
W. E. Dockery, 0. 1. Van Deventer, S. W. 
Atteberry, M. R. Jones, M. B. Chapman, D. 
C. O'Howell, J. M. O'Bryen and R. H. 
Cooper. 

I'lattsburg was a notable locality in upper 

western JHiasouri in the early 4ft.^s, ^-oiow^ 

I otAer reasona on acconnt ot tUe "i_.aaA^ 0?Q<i'e' 
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for this region being established here. 
thrifty, enterprising popnlation were among 
the early settlers of the community, the Meth- 
odist Church being liberally represented among 
them. They, like Weston, with large aims 
and cheerful hopes, nndertook to establish a 
conference high school, in just such a commnn- 
ity, we would think, where such an institution 
would be a success. They did ran well for a 
season, and nnder the presidency of L. M. 
Lewis, Jesse Bird and others much good was 
accomplished, but the war came on and found 
them in debt and the school, so far as the 
Methodist Church was concerned, went down. 
Efforts have been made jn one way and another 
to revive this interest but nothing permanent 
has so far been accomplished. We have hard- 
ly ever passed the spacious building, (once ours 
but now owned and occupied by others), without 
a sigh of regret, that as a church we have lost 
control of this important educational agency 
for good. Still we have a commanding and 
inflnential standing in the community, but how 
long we will keep it, or whether we will keep 
it at all without an grtIj fo/ioard movement, is 
a question of much importance. They are 
blessed now, as they have been many times in 
the past, with a faithful pastor and with a host 
of good members — old and young. They have 
recently built a new and commodious parson- 
agv and ought soon to bni\d a ne-w charch in a 
better location, that wiU re^ireaent ftve sfc^NXt-j lA 
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the church and provide for the wants of 
congregatioD. 

Thomas McMichael waa among the early set- 
tlers of Plattsburg, where for a good many years 
he was an active and successful general mer- 
chant. At the time of his death he had long been 
a prominent and useful member of the M, E, 
church, Sonth. He began the world under the 
beneficial influence of early moral and religious 
training — an advantage, if improved, of great 
value. He was endowed with superior intel- 
lectual powers and blessed with an unusual 
stock of common and uncommon sense, but 
it was as a christian, especially in the later years 
of his life, that Brother McMicbael's exalted 
character shown most brightlj, A Methodist 
of the purest Wesleyan type, well informed, in 
the teachings of the Bible as well as in the 
doctrines, polity and usages of the church of 
his choice, he was yet a lover of all good men. 
He had passed through deep waters of domestic 
afflction — his wife and all his children except 
one son, preceding him to the grave — but be 
did not charge God foolishly. He was inter- 
ested in the welfare of his community, the 
country and the church; an ardent advocate of 
temperance and uncompromisingly opposed to 
the deadly traffic in liquor as a beverage. 
While responding to the benevolent current 
demands upon him down to the close of life, 
he Btill lives in the liberal coiittKSiu'tww?. V^ 
jBade, eapeciaUy in aid of tVie cause oi doM.x(?». 
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extensioQ and of the widows and orphans and 
superannuated claimants upon the Idiasonri 
Conference. 

PLAITE CITY CIKCDIT 

Was organized in 1838, The following 
brethren have been appointed pastors: B. R. 
Baxter, J. A. Tutt, J. P. Keone. J. "W. Ellis 
W. A. Mayhew, R. C. Uattoii, \V. Bradford, J. 
Devlin, M. L. Eads, W. E. Bockery, T. HurBt, 
T. J. Starr, I. Kelaoe, H. H. Hedgpeth, J. C. 0. 
Davis, R. A. Austin, T. B. King, D. R. Shack- 
elford, D. F. Bone, W. 0. Campbell, R. W. 
Howerton, T. H. Swearengen, J, A. Hjder, 
G. Tanquary, L. Pulliam, J. McEwen, J. S. 
Smith, 8. S. Hardin, D. M. Proctor, L. F. Linn, 
A. B. Sanderson (supply). This charge has 
several times been connected with Weston. In 
1844-5 it was a part of the Liberty circuit, 
Geo. W. Love, preacher in charge, and the 
writer assistant; it was then a growing pros- 
perous town with hopeful prospects of our 
church. During the winter of 1844-5 a pro- 
tracted meeting was held there; F. W. Chan- 
dler, the presiding elder, being leader on 
the occasion. The meeting opened with a 
temperance address, a large number signing 
the pledge. About thirty united with the 
church, among them Philipp Lutes and wife, 
who lived and died in the community, faithful 
christians; and B. Sherwood, who afterwards 
moved to St. Joseph and became a naetul mem- 
Aer there. Tbia was the home, at V\\a\, vVwvft, da 
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Amos Reeae and Judge Allmsin, both godly, 
, useful men, prominent members of the bar. 
The Foxs and Lones and later the Colemans 
and others were of those who loved the church 
and were kind to the young preacher. 

OSBOHH CIRCUIT. 

Organized in 1 870, The following have been 
pastors: H. A. Davis, C. Grimes, D. F. Bone, 
J. W. Ellis (supply), G. U. Keener, G. Tan- 
qnary, C. I. VanDeventer, D. C. O'Howell, W. 
A. Hanna, L. B. Madison, A. V. Bayley, U. M. 
Proctor, R.W. Ilowertoii, W. C. Wheeler, W. P. 
Shackelford and J. II. Hager, now in charge 
(1894). The appointments are Oaborue, Perrin, 
Tnrney Station and Stewartsville, one of the 
best charges in the district. A good church 
and parsonage at Osborne, also churches at 
Turney and Perrin and one fourth interest in 
a union church at Stewartsville. The writer 
was appointed to this circuit in 1878; in poor 
lieaitb, worn with several consecutive years of 
.service as presiding elder, he gave out entirely 
in the spring and was unable to do anything in 
his eharge tlie balance of the conference year. 
Brothers Jolnn Stone and J. B. Potter, local 
preachers in the circuit, kindly supplied his lack 
of eervice. In the good providence of God, I 
was very much improved in health and resumed 
labor at the following conference; it was a very 
pleasant charge and I would have greatly en^joyed 
it if in good /leslth. The Morrow Cavrv^ ^tox^tA, 
lere several young men were con'^e't^ft^ n^Vq 
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afterwards became ministere, was in the bounds 
of this charge. Brothers T. H. Swearengen and 
J. U. Winatcad were among the number. 
Brother A. M, Cochran, a devont christian, a 
broad minded and useful steward, has gone to 
his reward, and brother Benjamin Hitt, after a 
long severe illness, died during this year, 

CAMERON STATION 

Was organized in 1884, with W. E. Dockerj 
preacher in charge. There liad been several 
jears before what was called Cameron Circuit in- 
cluding the town, but not until about the time 
mentioned was there a special organization 
here. Brother Dockery secured the building 
of a comfortable church. Other pastors have 
been J. Y. Blakey, J. H. Shelton, T. M. Pat- 
terson, J. T. Winstead, M. L. Gray and J. M. 
Sitton. 

It is a railroad town, located at the junc- 
tion of the Hannibal & St. Joseph, the Cam- 
eron and Kansas City branch and the Rock 
Island roads, with a beautiful country in every 
direction. Our membership is not strong nu- 
merically or financially, but they are a (Conse- 
crated band, strong in the graces of our holy 
religion, the prophecy and pledge of future 
growth. During the pastorate of Brother 
Shelton a comfortable parsonage was secured. 
This is the seat of a prosperous college under 
the patronage of the M. E. Church. 

HARDIN CIBCOIT 

Bl fFiaa organized in 1883', PaaloTs, Geo,'^, 
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Sich, Henry Kay, J. P. Godbej, I. T. Nasb, H 
J. McEwen, T. G. Petree, J. Y. Elakey, H. ^f 



P- Bond and D, M, Proctor. The charge in- 
clpdes a rich, mostly bottom region in Ray 
County, It is well supplied with comfortable 
churches and has a good parsonage at Hardin, 
II is contigDons to the Wyaconda country on the 
eaal, when in 1S44 there was but one dwelling 
hoQse on the state road for a distance of_| 
twenty miles. The writer held a quarterly \ 
™eeting here in 1877, when Hardin was in i 
connection with the Millville Circuit, and 
"'Other C. Babcock was pastor. 

This is a good country for Methodism and 
'T Methodist preachers. It was a little north 
'1 the Morton Chapel neighborhood where we 
•otind, when serving as agent of the Conference , 
Trust Fund, onr dear old brother and Sister \ 
'reeman, who provided so liberally and i 
•Uch a sweet Christian spirit, for the superan- 
nuated members of our conference, and for the 
**<iowB and orphans of our deceased preachers. 
^e aid to be effectnal at their death. God ] 
'lesB thei 

The present Richmond Circuit has been 

"Banized within the last few years. Brother 

^^" **. Godbey is the pastor at the present date 

(IS94). All of the interests of the church 

*'e advanced under the influence of his zeal- 

*"* aod faithfal labors. New, good churches I 

***■« been bailt in representative neigh bu^ 

'*^s, where they had long been oeei^ wwl 
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where many souls have been converted, al- 
thoagh it is an old region long nominally occu- 
pied by our chorch. These and other new 
neighborhoods have recently been entered, 
and the work vigorously prosecuted. And 
what we have intimated as true of this 
territory is true also of many other locali- 
ties. Where we are touching communities 
here and there and occupying some profitably, 
alas! there are so many sections unpenetrated 
and uncultivated by us, or in some instances by 
any other charch. We need to go into the 
regions beyond our established appointmeuts, 
into the highways and hedges, and seek for 
the lost. True religion in the heart and in the 
world is aggressive. Let ns go into these 
neglected and dark places and kindle the fires 
of gospe! truth. 

MILLTILLK CIROOIT 

Was organized in 1855. Has been served by 
the following pastors: J. W. Maddox, W. M. 
Button, D. Penny, J. Stone, R. N. T. Holliday, 
W, Penn, (sup.), S. Alexander, J. W. Jordan, 
A. Spencer, T. C. F. James, G. Tanquary, C. 
Babeock, L. M. Meffert, R. P. Jones, W. M. 
Wainwright, T. H. Swearengen, J. H. Hager 
and J. T. Winstead. This has been fruitful 
soil for Methodism. This charge includes 
Millville, Knoxville, New Hope Church and 
Morton. In this region we have many mem- 
bers and many of them are ardentlj veligioua. 
// Is refreshing to attend a Vove least to 'CtL\& 
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charge, especially when the eeveral congrega- 
tions are welt represented. New Hope ih the 
home church of Bro. Daniel Penny and wife. 
Our dear old brother has been instrmnental 
largely in impresdng this region with a specially 
good type of Methodism, as he received it on 
the otLer side of the waters. They have a new, 
good church and one of the best parsonages at 
JdiUville. May they abound more and more. 

I'ARKVILLE CIRCUIT 

Was organized in 1854 ; was included 
in the Liberty circuit in 1844-5, with Geo. W. 
Love, preacher in charge, and the writer junior 
preacher. Until recently a few of the old 
members remained. Brother Smelser and 
Brother T. Davis were there in the beginning, 
and ihe Broadhursts are stiil represented in the 
community and in the church and ministry by 
their children and grand-children. I remember 
with pleasure a pious young brother at Parkville 
by the name of Goodyear, but know nothing of 
liie later history. It was in this charge that our 
dear brother, 0. W. Linn, wonnd up his labors 
ftnd safferingB, and fromw hich he entered upon 
his reward. In the community some of his 
loved ones still remain. 

The following brethren have been pastors: 
L. Rush, R. C. Hatton, W. Penn, W. A. Tar- 
water. D. B. Shackelford, G. W. Penn, T. 
Hurflt, W. C. Campbell, O. W. Linn, A. T. 
T. R. Hedgpeth, C. BaVniofcV, i. "^ - 

iblj, R F. Bevera, R. P. Jo^e*, '^- ^*^- 



1 



I 



I 



P 3U t^KETCHES OF METSOOISM ^H 

nett, J. O. Sweeney, T. M. Rncker, G. Tanqi^| 
ary, M. T. E. Potter, Henry Kay, W. .^| 
YonngmaD, W. J. Parvin, J. M. Sitton and 
L. B. Madison, the present incErabent. This 
is the seat of Park College, so named in honor 
of Mr. George Park, its feunder; a prosperous 
institution under the patronage of the Presby- 
terian church. The faithful missionary worker, 
Sister Waldren, went not long ago from this 
charge to heaven. 

EDGEBTON CIKCBIT. 

Recently Davis Chapel and Mount Moriah 

charge. Under its present name was organ- 
zed in 1883. It includes Edgerton, Ridgley, 
Davis Chape! and Mount Moriah Churches. 
Its pastors have been M. R. Jones, G. Tan- 
quary, J. T. Winstead and W. J. Parvin. The 
charge is composed of good old materials 
mainly, with some choice young blood added. 
Ridgley was among the first appointments of 
our churt-h in that country, the home in the 
early days of the Ellingtons and later of the 
Hursts and others. It was in the former 
family that Rev. John A. Tutt found his good 
wife, Miss Virginia Ellington, while Rev. 
Thomas Hurst blest this region with the even- 
ing influence of his godly life and labors, 
Davis Chapel is the headquarters of the Boyd- 
ston's "Methodists til! they die," as well as of 
many other faithful ones. I associate the 
memovj ol one especially wUktha love feasts 
of this Church — Grandma Baj, a %aMi\N.-j 
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woman whom it was a meane of grace to hear 
relate her Christian experience. Edgerton 
has a comparatively new Church and parson- 
age, the former bniit daring the pastorate of 
M. R. Jonea. We held a delightful District 
Conference at Davis Chapel eevera! years ago. 
One would think Brother Parvin in "clover," 
but the world, the Hesh, and the devil have still 
to be contended with down there, as elsewhere. 
In the Edgerton Circuit is the old historic 
appointment of Mount Moriah, which has 
been an organized Church for more than forty 
years, when we first knew it in couoection 
with the Plattsborg Circuit, with M. R. Jonea 
pastor. The old Church served its day and 
was succeeded by a new and better one, which 
begins again to be old. The location of the 
town of Gower near hy on the railroad has re- 
duced the membership and attendance some- 
what at Mount Moriah, while a number of the 
old members, faithful brethren and sisters, 
have gone to join the Church above. It was 
not far from here that several noted camp 
meetings were held a good many years ago, in 
which Rev. W. G. Caples as presiding elder 
was not only the "chief speaker" but manager 
generally, his ability to direct and control such 
occasions being equaled only by his skill in 
almost other every department. Some of these 
meetings were times of great refrmldng from 
the presence of the Lord, ^i'(\\ aoisie 'Oa.'b.'t 
\ave p&saed awaj- and others that Tfevwaiva "«« 
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have had much pleasaDt asBociation in their 
homes and in the house of God. May we 
meet where congregations ne'er break up and 

Sabhaths have no end. 

KIN&STON CIHCCIT. 

Supplied by Kev. P. J. Penny, has not 
long been organized under its present name. It 
was formerly a part of the Polo Circuit. Meth- 
odism was eatabliBhed and prospered in this 
region in an early day. We had a good 
church in Kingston, the County seat of Cald- 
well county, which became involved in debt 
and was sold early in the times of the war 
troubles. The trustees were careful after pay- 
ing the debt to make a well secured loau of 
the remainder of the money, and a few years 
later the amount had so increased that it aided 
materially in building several good churches 
in the county — a sort of Church Extension fund. 
The writer while presiding elder in the dis- 
trict, dedicated one of these churches — an 
excellent building in a good community. There 
was a debt of between two and three hundred 
dollars to raise. We had a substantial brother — 
Stone,' — an ofBcial member, living at Hamilton 
whom I supposed was present. I had not met 
him, but called for brother Stone to come to 
the front to help with the collection. He was 
not present but his brother responded. He 
said he was sorry he was not a member of the 
church, Z>at was interested in the neighborhood 
enterprise, gave $25.00 and boV\c\^4 o\.\i&T*, 
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That night he was the first one to bow at the 
altar as a penitent. He is gone but I trust 
made the port securely. 

LAWSON CIRODIT 

Has not long been organized under its 
present name; it was for Bome time called 
LawBon and Lathrop, and has been at different 
times connected with other charges. Here we 
have a substantial community and an excellent 
honse of worship, which succeeds the former 
building owned and used in connection with 
the Presbyterian church. TJie district confer- 
ence was held at this place in 1878, when J. 
A. Hyder waa pastor; it also convened here 
recently. The charge now includes Excelsior 
Springs, and is faithfully and usefully served 
by R. W, Howerton. who still beleives in camp 
meetings and makes them generally a blessing 
to hie church. Besides Brother Howerton the 
pastors have been W. A. Davis, D. C. O'Howell 
T. H. Swearengen, J. Y. Blakey, T. M. Rncker, 
A. V. Bayley, J. S. Smith, L. B. Madison. 

COWGILL CIBCCriT, 

A part of the recent Polo charge, is also a 
region where Methodism is influential. At 
Cowgill within the past few years a church 
liae been built, the special pledge and means of 
■nccesB always and everywhere. II. L. Davis 
is the comparatively young pastor, ^Yio,\i-3 SJoa 
of Oocf, has large capaV\\\tifes a« -wSvV «a 
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opportuuities for ueefuluess, and who, I doubt 
nut, is seeking to utilize them in this work. 
The writer regrets not having a more extended 
personal knowledge of this promising field, 

OBAYBON OIBOUIT 

Has not long been a separate charge; was 
recently' a part of the Plattsbnrg work. While 
brotlier T. H. Swearengen was pastor an un- 
usually good church was biiill at Grajson. 
This is the home of Bro. Culver, a liberal work- 
ing layman, in his own charge and in connec- 
tion with tlie district and annual conferences. 
Other appointments are included in this circuit 
but I am not informed what they are. Bro. W. 
R. Weakley is the present pastor. 

LATHEOP, 

At the junction of the Santa Fe and Kan- 
sas City branch of the Hannibal & St. Joseph 
railroads, has for several years been served in 
connection with Lawson, but is at present con- 
nected with Cameron. Brother J. H. French ia 
the pastor at this date (1894). This charge and 
especially the Church at Lathrop has been 
wonderfully bleat with revival infJuencea during 
the present Conference year. This locality 
will be renowned in history, not only as the . 
home for at least two quadrenniuma of the tall I 
genius, the temperance John the Baptist — Rev. 
J, M. O'Bryen, presiding elder of the St, 
Joseph District — but still more as the little city 
where the good women literaWj dici\e oul % 
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^0flp oat the liquor dires from their midat. 
Where they do in the etroogest Bense abhor 
that which i» evil and many cleave to that 
which ia good. Wiio could blame the mothers, 
vives and siatera, when every other help failed, 
for aeekiog to purge their homea of this deadly 
evil. God biess the faithfnl women who are 
laboring to save the country from^the curae of 
intemperance. If they will keep unitedly to 
the one great object for which they are handed 
together, the liquor traffic, we believe, could 
Dot long stand in the current of such a mighty, 
because holy, influence. 

PLATTSBDKQ DI8TKICT. 

Woman's Foreign Misaionary Society, Miss 
^llie Crowley, District Secretary, Lawaon, Mo. 

Anxitiaries Plattsburg, ; Richmond, 28 

members; Moscow, 13 members; Edgerton, li 
members; Parkville, 14 members; Hardin, 15 
members; Grayaon, 7 members; Oowgill, — ; 
Faubian, 15 members; Lexington Junction, 18 
>ers; Lawaon, 21 members; Missouri City, 
11 merabera; Polo, 26 members; Cameron 15 
membera; Richmond, Young People, 16 mem- 
bers; Richmond. Juvenile, 30 members; Law- 
ion, Juvenile, 12 membera. Total raember- 
diip 250. Money raiaed March 1, 1893, to 
March 1, 1894, «311.61. 

Ttbon Dines was born in "V^iW ani ftX-eAw 
'881. He came from Maryland 'lo "SiiaftQ'a.Ti.N-a 
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1839, and was employed as junior preacher on 
the Shelbyville Circuit. The next year he 
was for a short time my paBtor. He was long 
and usefully identified with the church in the 
Missouri Conference having once been sta- 
tioned at Richmond, Ray County, where his 
memory is tenderly cherished by kindred and 
friends. Brother Dines was noted for his 
solid good sense and substantial elements of 

, character generally; for the soundness of his 
faith and the richness of his christian experience 
as well as for independence of thought and 
a good supply of courage, both physical 
and moral. The Dines' were all good that I 
knew anything about. They had traits of 
character as wide apart as the poles, but as to 
family characteristics and tlio matter of being 
positively religious, there was no disagree- 
ment among them. He had one of the best 
helpers, too, that the Lord ever gave to a man, 
in the person of his saintly wife. Those who 
knew her know that I am not speaking extrav- 
agantly. They are both "over there." 

RoBEKT H, Jordan came from the Balti- 
more Conference, tarrying a short time in 
Illinois, to the Missouri Conference in 1829. 
He was in charge of the Paris Circuit in 1839; 
preached regularly at our house, and held a 
camp meeting in the neighborhood where the 
writer was converted and gave his hand and 
name to him for memberahip m tVie c\\tirch. 

Me pre&cbed well and extorted \)e\,\.eit oaiVa 



r/;V NOIiTBWEST MISSOURI. 37 ^| 

praters were a marvel of fervor and power. ^H 
He was neat in person and of social teicpera- ^| 
ment, but in official relations ae a minister timid 



ment, but in official relations as a minister timid 
and shrinking almost to a fault. He was twice 
happily married, but long and greatly troubled 
on account of the affliction of his first wife. 
Brother Jordan served the Church in Missouri 
for nearly a half century, his field of labor 
Bometimes extending into the northwest. He 
has gone, we believe, to rejoin many of hia 
co-laborera in the ministry and in the laity of 
the church, in the land where the wicked cease 
to trouble and the weary are at rest. May we 
meet him tliere. 

Danikl Pennt is a venerable superannuate, 
past his four score years, living near Millville, 
Ray County, within the bounds of one of his 
former charges. He commenced his ministry 
as a local preacher in England. Was admitted 
on trial in the Missouri Conference in 1843. 
He has done much hard labor in the Master's 
vineyard, going through summer's heat and 
winter's cold to preach the gospel. Since 
being superannuated he lias had his home 
among old friends and relatives, in a pre-emi- 
nently Methodist region, a state of things 
brought about in no small degree by his Godly 
precepts and example. May his last days be 
hia best. 



William Wabren was a\&o & Ti^.'Cvi^ 'i^- 
Snglaaii, and was for some time a Xotsi. ^t«ii»3o- 
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er in that conntry. Converted when a boy, 
he came to America in 1848 and was admitted 
on trial in the Missouri Conference 1851. He 
served successively the following charges: Gal- 
latin, Athene, Majsville, Yellow Creek, Eloom- 
ington, KeytBville, Macon City, Fans, Florida, 
Pleasant Grove, Cedar City, Clarence, Sue 
City, Bucblin, Roanoke, Franklin, Bedford 
and Westville. He was a holy man, a good 
preacher and a faithfnl pastor, fervent in 
prayer, going about doing good. No one can 
estimate fully the infinence of such a life for 
good upon the home, the church and the world. 
Death came to him like a thief in the night, 
but his work was done and his house in order. 

Jesse Bird was one of the strong preachers 
of his day. He began his ministry in Ken- 
tucky in the local ranks, afterwards entered 
th6 Conference. In his native state, but es- 
pecially in connection with the Missouri Confer- 
ence as pastor and presiding elder and princi- 
pal of the PlatfsburgHigh School, he did much 
valuable work. He was a theological warrior, 
brave as Cfesar, earnestly contending for the 
faith and seeking to banrah false doctrine* 
of 6very type. He had the logic of FanI 
withont the eloquence of Apollos. He knew 
And preached the truth as tanght in th« 
Scriptures and embodied in the Methodist faith. 
Some own are estimated at more than their 
valve, aod some at less. BrotViet Bwi, ^tew.'Cv-^ 
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esteemed hy those who knew him best, I be-, 
iieve, belonged to the latter class. Before 
growing old he was a "sweet singer" after the 
method of his day. Two things nnnerved him 
— the presence of dogs about the Chnrcli or 
irreverent behavior of men or women in the 
house of God. After giving sixty years to the 
work of the ministry, as local and itinerant 
preacher, and receiving hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, into the Church, lie died in the 
I faith and his sons buried him at Plattsburg, I 
their old home, near the dust of his wife, who I 
had preceded him several years to the better I 
land. 

Martin L, Eaus was born in Virginia; \ 
where he served the church several years as d 
local preacher, when he moved to Kentucky and 
was received into the Kentucky Annual Con- 
ference, in which he continued several years, 
serving different charges. In 1839 he removed 
to Missouri and united with the Missouri An- 
nual Conference, traveling till 1843, when he 
located. He was re-admitted in 1849 and 
remained upon the effective list until 1857, 
when the Conference granted him a superan- 
DDated relation! He died in peace and triumph 
in 1870, aged about 77 years. In 1842 he 
was my pastor and gave me license to exhort^ 1 
as the method then was for the preacher in \ 
chftrge to do upon the recommeT\d8.tvov\ (sltVAj 
l6aii6ra' meeting. He aVao «Y\»o\Ti\fei wife l 
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class leader. I believe I have both couimia- 
8 ions yet. "Father" Eada, as he was gener- 
erslly called, had limited educational advan- 
tages ID earlj life, bat was a good useful 
preacher and pastor, sometimes preaching with 
great spiritual power. Our christian affection 
was mutual and we hope to meet him again. 
He traveled one year in northwest Miasouri, in 
charge of the Platte City Circuit. 

WiLUiM Shokes was an early laborer in 
Missouri, the boundaries of his work eometimes 
extending to the western territories. He has 
long since gone to his reward, but the honored 
father is represented in the person of his sod, 
Key. J. F. Shores, who has been many years a 
nseful member of the Missouri Conference. He 
was connected with the northwest a few years 
ago as presiding elder of the Savannah district. 
There is a good deal of that kind of apostolic 
Buccession among us — may there be more and 
more. 

Thomas Johnson is also mentioned in the 
honorable roll of these early toilers in the 
Master's vineyard. In his later years he 
conducted the interests of our Kansas Indian 
mission at Shawnee, a work for which he was 
well suited, and which prospered under hia wise 
management. He was a conspicuous citizen 
and a representative member of the Southern 
Methodist church, and was supposed to be 
without personal enemies, liia eni ■wa'* aa 
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Dnexpected as it was sad ; during the late war. I 
he was instantly killed at night bv a deadly J 
shot through his own door. The great day will J 
reveal, if not discovered before, many of the 1 
hidden crimes of darkness. 

Oeoroe W. Bewlet is mentioned in connec- 
tion with the Richmond district, including the 
northwestern part of Missouri. He is said to 
have been of slender and delicate physical con- 
stitution, but above the average as a preacher; 
was subject to occasional hemorrhages from the 
lungs, and was at times overtaken by these 
^erous attacks while preaching, but he con- 
tinued his message of warning and invitation 
to dying sinners. After years of toil and 
suffering he received a superannuated relation 
and settled in Hannibal, Mo., where, in 1846 
he finished his earthly course. During the 
conference that convened there a short time 
before his death many of his older brethren 
visited him who realized that the "Chamber 
where the good man meets his fate is privil- 
!ged beyond the common walks of virtuous 
life (juite in the verge of heaven." 

Abraham Millice was a German, a bacb- 
fllor, eccentric and humorous, a good man and 
good preacher. Went to California, fell 
from grace, arose again, returned to Missouri, 
re-entered the ministry and died in the faith. 
How good the Lord ist but \ww Ti«,c«>e»^T^ 
tb^t we "watch and pray aWa'ja." 
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Thomas W. Chandler commenced his 
ministry in Kentucky, went to Illinois, from 
there came to the Missouri conference. Was 
presiding elder of the "Weston district in 1 844-5. 
In the division of the church he adhered to the 
north and went to the Ohio conference. He 
was a bachelor of forty-eight summers when 
married to a slater of the Kev. P. M. Prickard 
yet in her "teens." He was a man of pre- 
possessing appearance and manners, a good 
preacher who was kind and considerate in hia 
relations to the young preachers. So mnch in 
memory of my first presiding elder. Have not 
kept posted with his after history, but hope to 
meet him on the other side of the river. 

William Ketron, I think, came from the 
Holston conference. He did a great deal of hard 
work as pastor and presiding elder in the north- 
west, especially in the Grand River country. 
He did his work well and his praise is in all the 
chnrches where he served. He was a holy man, 
a gospel preacher and a wise administrator as 
presiding elder. He belonged to a generation 
that has nearly passed away, bat he did not 
live in vain. 

Joseph Devlin was born in Delaware in 
1811; came to Missouri in 1841 and settled in 
Chariton County, and served the church there 
for s6me time as a local preacher. He entered 
Sj6 Afissonri Conference as a probationer in 
1843, and from that day lo t\\e ia.^ oV >a 
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death was abundant in labors. He died Octo- 
ber 11, 1878. Most of the years of his minis: 
terial life were spent in Northwest Missourij 
where he^has left a record of personal conse- 
cration to God and for faithfulness and zeal in 
the service of his Master that an angel might 
covet. He was one that did not wear out with 
his charge. They wanted him returned, and 
Bome wonld have willingly had him as pastor 
for a lifetime. The odor of his merited good 
name perfumes the moral atmosphere of all this 
upper country where he lived and labored so 
long. His ministry was abundantly frnitful. 
Many were converted and reclaimed and helped 
on the way to heaven. May his children and 
grand children with all to whom he ministered 
the word of life follow hira as he followed the 
Savior. 
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JoHH W. Ellis entered the Missouri Con- 
ference on trial in ISii; was one of the class 
with the writer. He traveled for a good many 
years — though first and last located several 
times; was in this relation at the time of his death 
which suddenly occurred a few years ago at his 
home near StewartBville, in DeKalb county. A 
trained blacksmith, he was strong and muscu- 
lar, could manage a wild horse, or a wild 
man if one should make his appearance at a 
caiap meeting. Brother Ellis was an old- 
sefaool Methodist, sound in faith anA ci.-^'OT\feTin* 
Bud ID a great many iDBtancfea (,Vo^ft6\i\%^»SV 
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by Ilia good works. The matter of Ms sermon^ 
when I have heard him, was always specially 
good, and while positive in manner, almoat to 
abruptneBB sometimes, I believe he bad a ten- 
der, good heart that beat with love to God and 
man. He will be loug and kindly remembered 
in the Platte Purcliaae. 

MiDDLETON K. Jones was an early settler in 
the Platte Purchase, and was ardently fond of 
Northwest Missouri as long as he lived. He 
was a licensed exhortor, living in the bounds of 
the writer's first circuit; was admitted into the 
Annual Conference in 1849, where he continued 
to labor until his death in 1891, except a few 
years spent in Illinois in connection with the 
organization of the M. E. Church, South. 
In his early ministry in Platte and Clinton 
counties he was specially useful, many through 
his labors being turned to the Lord and the 
"various interests of the Kingdom of God ad- 
vanced. He was for several years, at different 
times, presiding elder of the Plattsburg and 
St. Joseph Districts, as well as in other parts 
of the Conference. Of generous disposition, 
warmly attached to his friends, zealous in his 
Master's cause, he gave about forty years to 
the service of the church. Brother Jones was 
twice happily married and was tenderly de- 
voted to hie wife and children and grand child- 
ren. His last appointment was to the Koan 
Oak circuit in Howard county. 'tt.e caa^f 
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borne Sunday evening in usnal good health and 
tbe next forenoon the weary wheels of life 
Btood still, ceasing at once to work and live. 
He was at one time my presiding eider and I 
was his at another, and it pleased the Head o£ 
tbe church to grant us some seaBons of refresh- i 
iug from his holy presence. 

William M. Newland was born in Tennes- 
see, but came with his parents when a small 
boy, to Missonri and settled in Pike county. 
He was converted under the ministry of Rev. 
Daniel Penny and united with the Methodist ! 
church in 1851. He was admitted on trial j 
into the Conference held at Palmyra in 1853, 
and died at Glasgow, Mo., October 31st, 1876, 
aged 48 years, having been a traveling preacher 
about twenty-three years. His last charge was 
Glasgow station. Brother Newland was above 
tbe average in ability as a preacher. He 
served with profit and acceptability on circuits, 
in stations and as presiding elder. He was at 
one time stationed at Kichmond, where some 
of his loved ones still have their home. He 
I and bis cousin, 

I K. N. T. HoLLiDAT, who was also once 

( pastor at Richmond, as well as in charge at 
other points in tbe northwest, were in the line 
of itinerant Methodist succession, being grand 
eons of Rev. Chas. Holliday, a leading Western 
pioneer preacher. But tliej are \io\>i ^Q"ivfe, 
called whiie yet comparatively "jouxi^ to ^«.a.T«, 
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and in the miaUtry, from the walls of Zion. 
■'The tali, the wUe, the reverend head," muBt 
be pillowed at last id death. May we each be 
ready for our cliauge wheu it shall come. 

- 1861-62-63-64. 
The years of the civil war were years of 
disaster to our church generally and eapeoially 
on the "border." We would gladly pass over 
this dark and sad era in the history of our 
country and of our church, and do not now 
refer to the subject to revive its memories or 
to open afresh its wounds. But we are con- 
fronted at this date of our "sketches" with 
some unpleasant facts of history. The inno- 
cent but misunderstood geographical word 
"south" attached to our church name twenty 
years before, and the fact that of course the 
larger proportion of our members resided with- 
in the "Southern" States, rendered our people 
specially objectionable to the authorities both 
military and civil. And some were annoyed 
and persecuted only on account of being 
"Southern" Methodists. But as a church we 
had no politics of any kind then and have none 
now, while we heartily welcome all to our 
communion, east, west, north and south, who 
desire to "flee the wrath to come and be 
saved from their sins." Thank God the M. E. 
Church, South, with much cause for humiiia- 
tion on account of many imperEections, has 
j'et "kept the faith" and pvesftwdi Vex V^r^^ 
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tlirougL all her tribulations. And though 
when the dark clouds were gone, it was like 
beginning the world anew in things both tem- 
poral and spiritual, yet with God's blessing we 
have prospered in Northwest Missouri as in 
the earlier years. * 

Edwin Robinson was received into the An- 
nual Clonference on trial in 1837, continuing 
faithfully in the work of the ministry until the 
day of his death. His name is prominent in 
the annals of Methodism in the northwest, 
being the preacher in charge when the first 
class was organized in the "town of St. Joseph" 
in 1843-4. He was my presiding elder one 
year on the Hannibal District. A plain, earn- 
est christian ambassador, his labors were not 
in vain in the Lord. On the 26th of Novem- 
ber, 1864, while quietly riding along the high- 
way in pursuit of his own and his Master's 
business, he was shot and inxtantly killed be- 
cause he was a "Southern'* Methodist preacher. 
iThe voice of his innocent blood still cries to 
God from the ground. 
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We have been speaking of Methodism in 
Isorthwest Missouri, its origin and progress and ' 
tof some ministers and laymen and godly women 
llf^ho have been its communicants and patrons 
[in the past and present. It would be well, 
(somewhere in our "sketches," Vu \ie vemmiiA ] 
w/ what JMet/iodism speeiaWy mea\ia. 
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You know how we came by the name, as a 
matter of deriBion when "late in the year 1739 
eight or ten persons came to Mr. Wesley in 
London, who appeared to be deeply convinced 
of sin and earnestly groaning for redemption," 
and who thenceforward mtt on that memorable 
Thursday evening to receive instruction and to 
pray for one another. These were reproach- 
fnlly called Methodists, as the disciples were 
first called Christians at Antioch. This was 
the rise of the United Society (afterward organ- 
ized into a charch) first in Europe and then in 
America, 

Dr. Chalmers, the eminent and eloquent 
Scotch preacher, is credited with saying that 
"Methodism is Christianity in earnest." It is 
at its best, Christianity alive and working out 
the problem of personal salvation while seeking 
to be instrumental in the salvation of others 
even to the ends of the world. 

Methodism is conspicuous as an embodi- 
ment of sound doctrine generally, and espe- 
cially that which relates essentially to the 
great question of our salvation. 

It emphasizes our sinful and lost condition 
by nature as well as on account of our personal 
transgressions of the divine law. They that 
are whole need not the physician, but they that 
are sick; and Jesus came into the world to seek 
and to save the lost. It teaches that it per- 
taina to the office and work ot theVoV'g w^vrlt 
so to applj the truth to the underfit.a.Ti4.\n.%ftMi4. 
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consciences of men, that we may be convinced 
of sin and come to the painful knowledge that 
we are fallen, guilty and ruined sinners, with- 
out ability to redeem and save ourselves. 

Methodism teaches that all men are re- 
deemed sinners, that Jesua Christ by the grace 
of God, has tasted death for every man. So 
that as in the first Adam "all died," so in 
Christ the second Adam, "all are made alive." 
Through liira and his atoning sacrifice, of in- 
finite merit, it is possible for all to be saved 
from sin here, and to be saved in heaven for- 
ever. This, from the beginning and through- 
out the world haa been taught by the Metho- 
dists, from pulpit and press, with only one 
notable exception — Mr. Whitefield entertained 
Calvinistic views, which culminated finally in a 
small following, but that "Salvation is free for 
ftll, without money and without price," is what 
Methodists believe, and believing preach, al- 
ways and everywhere. This glorious truth, so 
in harmony with the divine attributes, 
plainly revealed in the holy scriptures, so fully 
commended by right reason, and so replete 
. with hope and comfort to the wretched sons 
> and daughters of our race, has always shone 
as a star of the first magnitude in the theolog- 
fical system of the people called Methodists. 
I Methodism teaches not only that salvation j 
I haa been provided for all, that that wh.l<il\ ytaa 
I \oat ID Paradise in Christ is and tua^ ^le ^»(j- 
igaiued. It proclaiins a. preseut iuW. stfi^'a.'C^o'o. 
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— pardon to tlie gailty, purity to the fallen, 
life to the dead, all we can ask to make ns 
blessed now and in the end, if faitlifnl, ever- 
laating life, and all received on acconnt of the 
merit of our Lord Jesus Christ by faith. 

It teaches that our Balvation ia not only 
free and full, but is also an experienced reality. 
Josus said, "if any man will do my will he 
shall know of the doctrine." Why should the 
children of a king go mourning all their dajs, 
on account of doubt aa to whether we are the 
Lord's or not? Nothing but the best evidence 
will or ought to satisfy us on this subject. And 
it is a part of the economy of grace to "assure 
our coueciences of a part in the Redeemer's 
blood." "We know that we have passed from 
death unto life because we love the brethren," 
is the testimony of one's own spirit to his dis- 
cipleship, and the Spirit bearing testimony to 
and with our spirit that we are" the children of 
God, completes the experimental proof. We 
prove to others that we are christians by a life 
of obedience to Christ. 

Bead your baptismal vows, which were 
taken for you in your childhood, and which 
you have assumed and recognize in adult years, 
or which you took in person when you became 
a member of the church of God, and which 
you have renewed many times around the table 
of the Lord, and which, alas, some have so 
often neglected and broken. Think of these 
tbinga. Study the general rules of the church, 
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& wonderfnl chapter in the discipline, one al- 
most as incapable of amendment or improve- 
ment as the Ten Commandments or the sermon 
on the Mount. Look well to your apiritual 
thereabouts and seek not to be content with a 
name to live, a mere place in the church, how. 
ever great the privilege, bnt to be an "Israelite 
indeed in whom there is no guile." We do 
not nnderrate the forma of religion, the rites 
and ceremonies of the church . Methodism, we 
think, occnplQB as nearly the right attitude to 
these things as any other religious denomina- 
tion. But these are the "mint annis and 
cummin." It is the weightier matters of 
the law abont whieli we are so much concerned, 
the great spiritual endowments without which 
our religioH is as "sounding brass or tinkling 
cymbal." Methodism therefore means a good 
bible creed, a scriptural precious' experience 
and a life in accord with the one and the other. 
What would the armies of our Israel be able to 
accomplish all measuring up to this very reason- 
able and practicable standard? 

LIBBfiTT CIBO0IT 

Was organized in 1843, with E. M. Marvin 
pastor. Those who have sustained this rela- 
tion since are Geo. W. Love, preacher in 
charge; C. I. Van Deventer, junior preacher; 
J. Wilson, S. M. Ayres, J. H. Jordan, W. T. 
iogton, Z. N. Roberts, B. H-. &v^^^^^^ ^- 
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P. Keone, M. K. Jones, J. C C. Davis, Geo. 
W. Rieb, W. A. Mayhew, L. Rush, 1). C. 
Blackwell, W. A. Tarwater, H. G. McEwen, 
J. W. Adkisson, J. P. Nolan, 1>. M. Proctor, 
J. BiiJ, G. H. Newton (sup.), W. T. Wilson, 
D. F. Bone, J. Devlin, W. C. Campbell, J. A. 
Beagie, J. W. Ellis, G. Tanquary, L. F. Linn, 
W. B. Jobnsey, (J. E. Hedgpeth, J. W. Jor- 
dan, W. P. Godbey, L. B. Madison and J. S. 
Smith, tbe present incumbent. An iiloBtriona 
line, in length at least, as well as mostly in a 
more important sense. The civcuit at that time 
included al! of Clay county and all of Platte 
east of Platte River. I made a map of it and 
sent it to my mother; found it among her 
papers, and still have the document. The 
starting place of an itinerant preacher is always 
of special interest to him. Young MarviD, our 
predecessor, was a frequent theme of charitable 
conversation and of hopeful prophecy. But 
few of the old members remain; but tbe names 
of the Gills, the Baxters, the Paynes, the 
Blakeys, the Reynolds, the IluiFakers, the Tal- 
botts, the Fortunes, the Ruckles and Faubions 
and many others are kindly remembered, wliMe 
the names of some others have for tbe time 
faded from memory, yet they are not forgotten. 
Rev. Geo. Huffaker, a local preacher, re- 
siding in the bounds of the circuit was, I 
believe, one of the best men I ever knew, as' 
well as one of the most vi&eiuV -prettcVvets,. This 
IS the region, especiaUy about \,v\iet\.^, ■Oa^X 
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Brother Caples uaed to say lie had to ditch, too 
'*' lUDcb water." 

Brother J. B. Smith has been the pastor 
Mveral years. The charge onght to be grqw- 
ing in grace and in the knowledge of the troth 
under his edifying and faithful rainistrations. 
The Smiths are not only a numerous tribe, but 
nnoy of them whom I have known, have been 
diatingDisbed for their piety and good works. 
One of this class, who has long been connected 
*ith the Plattsburg District, and whose life ia 
Knl lias been a benediction to many, is prom- 
■neutlj in mind while writing— Peyton Smith 
ot the Richmond circuit. 

Note, — Liberty circuit should have been 
■nentioned in connection with other charges of 
"■« Plattsburg district, but by mistake, which 
Wntd not be corrected, appears a little later. 

GALLATIN DISTRICT. 

Z. M, Williams, presiding elder. Gallatin 
*^lion. J. W. Conry; Edinburg circuit, C. A. 
''hew-man; Jameson circuit, H, T, Leeper; 
**"y*ville circuit, W. G. Shackelford; Union 
"Ur circuit, M. F. Brower; Pattonsburg circuit, 
"• A. Smart (supply); Breckenridge circuit, 
*-8. Hardin; Spring Hill circuit, D. R. Shack- 
*lft)ti]; Ravenwood circuit, W. C. Kice; Ai- 
^y station. J. II. Ledbetter; Albany cii^ 
"iV W. A. Chapman (supply); Linoville sta- 
^. U. L. Gray; LineviUo c\tcu\\, "^ . "*.. 
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Green (supply); Jamesport atation, D. McAI- 
len; Jamesport circuit, E. L, Rutledge; Beth- 
any circuit, J. C. Kindred; Denver circuit, L. 
W. Jones; Eagleville circnit, J. O. Whitworth. 

Kev. Z. M. Williams is the youngest pre- 
siding elder in tiie Conference, having been 
admitted on trial in 1872, He has served in 
the Northwest as stationed preacher at Chilli- 
cothe, Gallatin and Tenth street, St. Joseph, 
is now in charge of the Gallatin District. 
Although young, he has had several years of 
valuable training at Central College, as well 
as considerable practical service in the ministry. 
He certainly has the inspiration of great wants 
and great possibilities in the wide field over 
which he presides. Brother Williams is zeal- 
ous and active in his devotion to the interests 
of Sunday Schools, Missions, the Epworth 
League organizations, and the cause of educa- 
tion. If a man's heart is in it, there is about 
as much wear and tear on brain, muscle and 
sympathy in the presiding eldership as in any 
other relation. He has " the care of all the 
churches." 



Was organized in 1841. So far as we have 
been able to ascertain the following brethem 
have served as pastors down to the present date. 
W. T. Ellington, A. Spencer, J. B. Calloway, 
J. Barker, R. C. Hattan, W. Warren, W. E. 
nockery, T. D. Clanton, D. H.. lioo^-, U.^?... 
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JoQes, W. Ketion, Isaac Najlor, E. H, Had~l 
Bon, S. J. Catlin, S. J. Huffaker, S. Alexander, " 
i. F. Shores, J. Devlin, J. Y. Blakey, 0. C. 
Cleveland, J. C. Carney, B. H. Tripp, 
P. P. Doak, S. W. Atteberrj, B. F. Hill, 
J- Y. Blakey, C. Babcock, U. Doggett, J. B.,j 
Jewell, H. P. Bond, J. A. Mumpower, J. 
Beagle, W. T. Ellingtou, B. Keeton, A. V.' 
Bayley. Z. M. Williams, W. A. Hanna, 0. 
Grimes, C. N. Broadhurst, J. W. Conrj. The 
uwrge became a etation with the appointment 
of O. Babcock. 

The region included in this district was in 

"i earlier day served by the laborioas and 

'•ithful pioneers heretofore mentioned in con- 

iBction with the Eichmond district, both by 

presiding elders and pastors, under the title of 

urantj River and North Grand Kiver charges. 

iMe raore recent preBiding elders date with the 

'Ppointment of A. E. Sears to the Gallatin 

^strict in 1859. Those succeeding him hawe 

'^^li W. Ketron, J. A, Mumpower, S. W. 

**t«berry, W. M. Wood, H. D. Groves, B. W. 

^T>v. a H. Cooper, G. J. Warren, W. E. 

^•^cskery, W. A. Hanna and Z. M. Williama. 

Perhaps Gallatin has been the leading 

"^••ge in this district, at least until recently, 

■""^^r localities becoming conspicuous in the 

*'**'Jable race for progress and usefulnese. 

•*« writer has but limited personal knowledge 

tfcis great conntry, so boanliful not only in 

"'^turial rcsoorces, but also in the ftaVAfe-w 
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ments and possibilities of Methodism. His own 
appointments have but touched its borders now 
and then. 

ALBANY STATION. 

Is a leading charge in the Oallatin District, 
located at the county seat of Gentry county. 
For a number of years it was a circuit — the 
town and country — representing one of the 
early and prosperous settlements in Western 
Missouri. This territory was in still earlier 
times included in one or more of those large 
fields served by the pioneer fathers, some of 
whose illustrious names have been heretofore 
mentioned, while others have their record on 
high. Since 1858 the following brethren have 
been appointed to this charge as pastors: Lil- 
burn Kush, G. H. Newton, W. H. Albright, 
J. F. Shores, J. A. Hyder, R. H. G. Keeran, 
H. A. Davis, A. M. Keargan, W. M. Wain- 
right, W. T. Conwell, R. H. Cooper, S. W. 
Atteberry, D. R. Shackelford, D. J. Hunt, C* 
W. Hurley, J. W. Keithly, B. P. Searcy, W. 
A. Davis, G. M. Gibson, J. A. Wailes, J. M. 
Settle, J. H. Ledbetter, a good appointment. 

The Albany Church has within the recent 
past few years entered upon a new era of en- 
terprise and success. Among the first steps, 
no doubt, which inaugurated this state of 
things, was the building of a new, convenient 
and attractive house of woTek\\\p, ^om^>«Wt in 
accord with the wants oi t\xe commwrnV^ ^jwTi^ 
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the ability of the Cburcli. They alao have a 
comfortable parsonage, something every church 
ongbt to have. 

NORTHWEST M1S80UEI COLLEGE. 

Located at Albany, and under the presi- 
dency of Prof. W. H. Pritchett and his able 
assistants, is the important enterprise of the 
Gallatin District. The tirBt building was de- 
fltroyed by fire, but out of its aslies has arisen 
another, beautiful and commodious. And if 
the community, as they have done liberally in 
the past, shall continue to aid this laudable 
enterprise, seconded by the co-operation of 
the entire district, with the help they merit 
from outside contiguous regions, then this In- 
stitution will be a fountain of good to the 
large territory it represents. 

EDINBDRG CIKCDIT. 

I This charge under its present name appears 

I on the minutes of the Conference of 1871, with 

' E. Buck as preacher in charge. In 1885 it is 

again called by this name. Since then the 

following brethren have been pastors: J. W. 

Jordan, J. H. French, H. L. Leeper, David 

McAllen and C. A. Sherman, in charge at this 

I date (1894). 

I We know nothing personally o£ this charge. 

I I suppose that I will always feel the incom- 
I pletenesB of Methodist preacher experience on 
■Acconot of not having been a\)^o\nX»ii ?.o«\.e. 
Wme to labor in this rich andptomwm^x'ai^vovi.. 
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We do know a little of the present paator — 
never gut liim into any trouble, bat bave been 
inclined to help him out. He ia almost a con- 
firmed bachelor, but I think has not lost all 
good desires to "do well." He lives near the 
Master and is a useful preacher aud pastor, 
which ought to be, if when much is given much 
ia required. He had a godly father and 
mother, who led him in childhood by precept 
and example in the good and right way. 

M AT 8 V ILLS CIICOUIT 

Was organized in 1849, with the following 
pastors: Isaac Naylor, J. P. Keene, J. B. 
Potter, W. Warren, W. Shaw, J. Tillery, R. 
N. T. Holliday, A. Spencer, R. A. Claughton, 
J. A. Mumpower, J. McEwen, T. Hurst, G. N. 
Newton, J. Metcalf, W. L. Blackwell (for a 
time served in connection with other charges). 
Ee-organized in 1886-7, with J. T. McDonald 
pastor. During his pastorate a parsonage was 
built. Later, J. L. Gilbert, Samuel Smart 
(supply), J. C, Kindred and W. G. Shackel- 
ford, in charge at present (1894). 

By some means the church which was 
owned and used by the congregation in the 
earlier years, was lost, and for some time we 
had only a few members and no organization. 
A few years ago an unsuccessful effort was 
made to build a church, but more recently 
uader the pastorate of Brother Smart the eater- 
priae w&s renewed, and now ■«e\i8.Ne a ^s^iA 
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boBse of worship, which both of onr Church 
EiWnsion boards aided, with gratifying pros- 
pects of nsef Illness in the comraunity. 

JAMESON OIECDIT 

Organized in 1876, has been served by the 
following pastors: A, L. Grible, A. J. Wor- 
lej, S. W. Atteberry, S. S. Hardin, S. W. 
Cope, J. D. Hunt, S. B. Tabor, W. A. Daris 
*iid H. T. Leeper, who is in charge at this date 
(1894), It is said to be a growing and prosper- 
ous charge, and in their short history they have 
«rtainly been well provided for in the way of 
piKorB. Tlie present incumbent we know has 
'wn a faithful, hard working "field hand" in 
Mlier parts of the vineyard. His name is hon- 
orably connected in Methodist circles, both lay 
Wd ministerial. 

UNIOS BTAK 

Is a new organization under its present 
"^loe. It was formerly connected with the 
"^'annah circuit, contiguous to the Platte 
*"»»pel. At this time Brother W. T. Conwell 
**s in charge, and I think was the firat one of 
""'' preachers to visit the town. Our first 
■iety there was composed chiefly of a few 
S^od members who went from the Platte 
'*«pel class, A union cliurch was built there, 
*ttr deaotnination having a fourth interest in 
** Ume. It was one of the union churches 
'•U I believe ought to have been built. 
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SPRING HILL OIBCUIT 

Is an old Methodist headquaters; was or- 
ganized in 1852. The following have been 
pastors: D. H. Root, R. H. Minehell, W. 
Ketron, L. Bash, J. D. Vincil, S. W. Cope, 
J. Y. Blakey, D. Penny, W. Sarter, W. E. 
Dockery, R. M. Dameron, H. W. Graham, W. 
6. Fowler, Jacob McEwen, L. T. Fawks, W. 
C. Rice and D. R. Shackelford, now in charge 
(1894). Certainly Grand River has done well 
in growing big preachers — big, tried by any 
standard, physical, intellectual or moral. The 
Methodist itinerancy, without necessary refer- 
ence to present parties, beats the world in the 
production of great and good preachers. "What 
the new and improved methods may turn out 
is not yet fully revealed. The old system, as 
much as there was to commend it, labored 
under many disadvantages. Both are possible 
failures. The power from below, in enlarged 
literary and theological training, cannot be too 
highly estimated; but the power from above is 
indispensable to success . We ought as fully 
as possible be endowed with both. 

PATTONSBUBG CIRCUIT. 

Organized in 1859. Among the earlier 

pastors were William Ketron, J. W. Jordan, 

J. W. HuflEaker, R. H. Jordan, A. M. Kiergan, 

S. A. Smart (supply), J. W. Petry, S. S. Har- 

din, John A. Sublett, asaistanV.. \»«k\,^T^\^^\i\^ 
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H. Eoot, R. H. (Jooper, S. W. Cope, S. S. 
Hardin, J. E. Squires, H. T. Leeper, J. T. 
McDonald, L. T. Fawks, O. Tanquary, S. A. 
Smart (supply), and L. E. Rutledge, now in 
charge (1894). Thia is a notable roll of paBtoi'B,if 
we have made no mistake in enumerating them. 
Sometimes the name of a charge seema to have 
been changed for awhile and again resumed, 
and we are not sure that the statement is accu- 
rate, but it will represent the facts generally at 
least. 

BRECRBNKIDOE CI EC C IT 

Was organized with its present name in 
1868. The pastors have been R. H. Jordan, 
W. L. Blackwell, J. S. Rooker, H. W. Ourren, 
B. H. Keeran, L. Baldwin, F. H. Surapter, 0. 
W. Hurley, W. 0. Maggart, J. W. Keithley, 
W. B. Johnaey, W. H. Brooks, J. T. McDon- 
ald, J. T. Leeper, J. M. Settle, W. E. Dock- 
ery and S. S. Hardin. A new church was 
built during the pastorate of J. M. Settle. It 
is a good appointment. The agent oE the 
Trust fund hoped to get some aid for that im- 
portant interest liere but did not. May be it 
will be forthcoming yet. 

EAVKNWOOD OIKCUIT 

Has been recently organized. Its terri- 
tory is mostly in the northeastern part of 
Nodaway county. W. C. Rice is the present 
faithful pastor. The writer \ia\\eii Wa •Si^XJi-a.- 
in District Conference a lew yeata agpV^^ »-^ 
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Ravenwood, and was impressed much with the 
poBHibilities for good as well as the waote of 
the great country represented. 

ALBANY CISBDIT, 

Which is the former circnit, we suppose, 
without Albany, since the latter has been made 
a station. It ought to be and we doubt not is 
a good work. At present it is supplied bj W. 
A. Chapman. 

LINKVILLE STATION 

In Iowa. We visited this charge while 
Brother J, T. McDonald was preacher in cbacge 
and found it in a tlame of revival — a good 
place where I should think the preacher would 
like to stay. They are being served by Pastor 
W, L. Gray, one of the Adisonsof the Missouri 
Conference. May he be the minister as well 
as the recipient of much good. 

LI NEVILLE CIRCUIT 

Is the former circuit, I suppose, withont 
Lineville, this being the first year of the sta- 
tion. It is supplied by W. H. Green. Surely 
an inviting and fruitful Seld in which to sow 
the seeds of gospel truth. 

JAMBSPOET STATION 

Made a station at the last Annual Con. 
ference. J, D, Mc Allen is the promising 
young preacher in charge. We met him soon 
after he came to Missouri, and just after hia 
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nversion. He bad come weat In pursuit of 
ilth aod better moral mHuenceB, attended a 
lletbodist meeting, gave his heart to God and 
ioUowed the Savior out into tlie great liarvest 
leld. (rod bless him and make him a great 
bleBsing to others. 

JAMKSPORT OlECiriT 

Is in charge of Brother E. L. Batledge, 
bo bae done much good work elsewhere, and 
e are persuaded will do much good here also. 
fe look with gratitude and religious "pride" — 
word Bishop Wightman would not tolerate — 
<n many of the young men of our Confer- 
iQce. 

BETHANY CIECriT 

In cbarge of J. C. Kindred; organized in 

856 The pastors have been R. A. Austin, 

". D. Vincil, W. Ketron, S. J. Catlin, W. C. 

G. C. Brown, D. R. Smith, W. F. 

iraaber, Q. W. Moore, J. 0. Carney, S. S. 

iin, John W. Duakey, J. W. Perry, R. H. 

Keeran, H. W. Berry, and others of a more 

mt date. We do not know the oondition 

ihia work. We do know, unless ho has 

inged, that it is being served by a hard- 

irking, self-denying servant of the Master. 
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L. W. Jones is in charge, but we have n 
knowledge of the state of his work, which ha 
been organized comparatively o£ laX«. U '«i^ 
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are not mistaken in the territory of this charge 
it is a needy and hopeful field. 

EAGLEVILLE OIBOUIT. 

J. O. Whiteworth is preacher in charge. 
Nor have we any particulars concerning this 
charge. The short conference record of the 
pastor suggests success. 

women's foreign missionaby socibtt. 

Secretary of Gallatin District, Mrs. Z. M, 
Williams, Gallatin, Mo. 

Auxiliaries — Gallatin, adults, 28 mem- 
bers; Albany, adults, 17 members; Lineville, 
adults, 15 members; Pattonsburg, adults, 15 
members; Gallatin, young people, 59 members; 
Albany, young people, 14 members; Maysville, 
juveniles, 29 members; Jamesport, adults, 9 
members; Pattonsburg, juveniles, 15 members; 
total membership, 201. Amount of money 
raised during the year March 1, 1893, to March 
1, 1894, f 128.58. 

W. E. DocKEBY and S. W. Cope have so 
long had their headquarters in this upper coun- 
try and have been so prominent in the work of 
the church in northwest Missouri, we can- 
not properly get through these '^Sketches" 
without special mention of their names. They 
are both on the roll of the Conference Super- 
annuates. One looks like superannuation, the 
other like it was a mistake QQ\3L\.\\.\^\iQ.\^, We 
Lave known them all the ^a^ \\ito\jl"^ ^^\\ 
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GOnlereiice historj', having been a little in ad- 
Tance of them; knowii them to love and esteem 
tuemfor their works' sake. We know t 
tliattliej have done much hard work but have ' 
notlobored in vain. A few days ago I met a 
wottierwhom I had known in the eastern part 
of Ihe conference when we were young men. 
He said when we met, '-We have both very 
■Ducli changed ainee we saw each other last." 
iMswered, "Tea we are getting down the hill 
i>f life," but immediately corrected the state- 
WDtiiud flaid "No, we are getting up the hill 
"( life, " onward, npward, homeward, heaven- 
and we are nearer the end than when 
'« first believed." "But what will it be to be 



Q. Takqdaet cloaed his ministerial labors 
• the bounds of the Gallatin District to which 
' had been but recently transferred. He 
Xnntnenced preaching in Ulark county, Mis- 
ind Iho signature of the writer as pre- 
Wlng elder, is attached to his first license. 
w-toon as it was practicable he entered the 
yOnference^in 1865, at Hannibal. He trav- 
'W the following charges: Colony, New Ark, 
"lorids, Liberty, Osborn, Linneiis, Platte City, 
■Wfjerton, Kingston and Pattonsburg. He 
*M K good preacher, « ho did not laborin vain. 
«w family, to whom ho was greatly devoted, 
« heartily identified with him in his work, 
I a help to him aa well. He «&£ ^«.iu 
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kind and true, and has left his impress for good 
in all of tlie fie'ds where he toiled. While his 
was a household of faith, one of his sons suc- 
ceeds him in the work of the ministry and as a 
member of the Conference, whom God is al- 
ready honoring as an instrument in "winning 
souls." 

Rev. William Kktbon, with whom we enjoyed 
only a Conference acquaintance, and Kev. J. 
T. Peery and his godly wife, were long, faith- 
ful, useful laborers in the Grand River country. 
The grave, solid, earnest Benj. S. Ashbey was 
also a successful sower of the word in this 
fruitful soil. And also at a later date, D. H. 
Root and W. A. Tarwater and others entered 
this field. These, with many more unnamed, 
"unhonored and unsung," godly men and 
women whose record is on High, who went 
forth weeping, bearing precious seed, will 
doubtless come again rejoicing, bringing their 
sheaves with them. 

William M. Wood was one of the early pre- 
siding elders of the Gallatin District, who 
died during the first year he was in charge of 
the same. He was veiy promising in the 
early part of his ministry, and grew to be an 
unusually good preacher. For a good many 
years he had been disabled by rheumatism, but 
. he continued to labor. He was a beloved 
.brother, and a true friexvd. TimVdi «ii4 %1innk- 
ing almost to a fault, but iaitMuV \.o ^^«iA^^^ 
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niCve he has entered into rest. His itinerant^ 
, as in tlie case of many otliers, by laborsj 
wtindaiit and especially by expoaures in winter, 
B cnt short. We hope to meet him again. 

1844. 

From about this time the stream of Epis-1 
opal Methodism flows in two channels. Thefl 
Beneral Conference of 1844 provided for the! 
livision of the M. E, Church. It was divided. 
be M. E. Chnrch, South, was organized ib 1 
p845. The writer was a yonng preacher just I 
ntering upon his itinerant ministry, and with A 
Bany of bis brethren sorrowed. greatly because | 
■ the necessity for separation. So did many I 
I tiie north. But it was, and is, an accom- 
^iehed fact. Alas, for the long, dark days of ] 
Hienacion that followed the rejection of Dr. J 
t>vic Pearce, sent by the General Conference j 
f the M. E. Chnrch, South, {of IS+G) to the! 
P«>neral Conference of the M. E. Chnrch I 
184S), proposing fraternal relations be-1 
' tbe two churches. But after nearly I 
' years, Drs. Hunt and Fowler, (novrl 
illOp), and Genera! Clinton B. Fiek repr&>.l 
fWotatives from ihe General Conference of thsl 
£. Church, came as fraternal delegates tofl 
fw Southern General Conference in session a 
-ODiiyille, Ky., in May, 1S74. The bar so! 
igJipwaa taken down. Tbe venerable Dr. 
e was ott the platform the "observed of a 
rv^rs," the Nestor of American Ii.&tVvud,\«(B 
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now in his ninetieth year, with uiidimmed in- 
tellect, a warm heart and au eloquent tongae, 
to witneBB and participate in the initial meas- 
ures of fraternity. This successful beginning 
(in the right way) led to the appointment of 
the "Cape May" meeting, which accomplished 
much, alt that could be reHBunably hoped for 
in the removal of causes of irritation and strife 
between the two chief branches of the original 
M, E, Churcli. The late General Conference 
of the M. E. Church, South, has gone a step 
farther in the right direction by the appoint- 
ment of a committee to confer with a like com. 
mittee, if appointed, of the M. E, Church id 
the interest of Federation between the churches, 
■which ought to result ia much good to both, 
and to the cause of pure religion generally. 
Our brethren of the M, E, Church in North 
west Missouri are doing a good work which 
we, perhaps, could not do, and we are cer- 
tainly succeeding where they could not. Let 
us not hinder but help one another, and see 
that we fail not out by the way. The harvest 
is great, the laborers are few, and we alt are 
hastening to the judgment of the great day. 

ST. JOSEPH DISTRICT. 

J. M. O'Bryen, presiding elder. St. Joseph, 
— Francis Street, J. A. Beagle; Hundley 
Church, W. A. Hanna; Centenary, H, C. Gar- 
retl, Tenth Street, C. N. Broadhurst; Sprucf 
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Street and Gooding, 8. P. Oresap. Maryville 
stBtioD, Frank Siler; Marj'ville circuit, 0. B, 
Campbell; St. Joseph circuit, T. H. Swearen- 
gen; Savannah station, J. A. Wailes; Kea cir- 
cnit, K. M, Cooper (supply); Barnard circuit, 
J, 8. Bowles; Dearboru circnit, D. F. Bom 
Hound City circnit, J. U. Shook; Fairfax eiiv] 
coit, J. T. Moremau; Skidinore circuit, M. 
Moore; Elmo circuit, F. A. Qrimea; Hamburg 
WKuit, J. T. Loyal; Bushville circuit, T. G. 
Petree. 



Kev. J. M. O'Brybn, presiding elder of the 
St. Joseph District, is a native of North Caro- 
lina. He came to Missouri after the war and 
entered the ministry in the Missouri Annual 
Cooforence in 1872. He has labored success- 
(ally and with great acceptability in the sev- 
eral pastoral charges to which he has been 
•ppointed, including some of the best in tho 
Oonference. Nearly six years ago he waa 
appointed presiding elder of the Richmond 
District, which he served four years, and two 
jtAn Hgo was placed iu charge of the St. 
Joseph District. In both of these fields bis 
minietry has been fruitful. It was slated at 
tks last district conference for the St, Joseph 
District, that up to that date. April, 18^4, 
during the present conference year, l,3uO had 
been added to the church, and probably 2,000 
lud been converted. He pleads eloquently the 
of temperance, and labora b^ '<^tc<£is\j\._ 
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and example to win souls to Christ and to 
increase the purity and usefulness of the church 
he loves so dearly. 

SAVANNAH CIRCUIT, FIRST CALLED NODAWAY. 
[Quarterly Conference Journal, from 1840-1 to 1808-94:] 

For the Conference year 1840-41, W. W. 
Redman was the presiding elder, and J.T.Peery, 
preacher in charge. Since then to the present 
(1894), the following brethren have served as 
pastors — mostly on a circuit, for many years of 
large dimensions — two years as a station : 

Pastors — John T. Peery, Thos. B. Bnble, 
Samuel S. Coleman, Edwin Bobinson, Buben 
Aldridge, Geo. W. Love, B. B. Baxter, Wil- 
liam Ketron, T. A. Green, James B. Calloway, 

D. T. Sherman, Joseph Devlin, Henry Craig, 
W. F. Beall, W. G. Miller, B. B. Baldwin, S. 
W. Cope, Thomas Hurst, Jesse Bird, Thos. B. 
Hedgpeth, John W. Ellis, J. A. Mumpower, 
S. W. Atteberry, H. A. Davis, M. M. Haw- 
kins, (Sta.), J. A. Poage, C. A. Shearman, L. 
F. Linn, L. B. Parker, (Supply), D. B. Shack- 
elford, D. K. Tindall, W. T. Conwell, J. 
Bird, S. H. Milam, W. B. Johnsey, D. F. Bone, 

E. C. McClintock, (Supply), B. P. Jones, J. 
D. Shook, Marion Moore, J. A. Wailes, (Sta.) 

Presiding Elders — W. W. Bedman, J. 
W. Chandler, William Ketron, William Pat- 
ton, W. G. Caples, B. S. Ashbey, B. B. 
Baxter, E. K. Miller, N. G. Berryman, Hor- 
ace Brown, H. H. Hedgpeth, William M. 
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Jesse Bird. M. K. Jones, J. F. ShoreB,-B 
W. E. Dockery, W. A. Majliew, 0. 1.1 
Van Deveoter, W, M. Protteman. W. W. ■ 
JoDCB, J. P. Nolan, M. R. Jones, R. H J 
Cooper and J. M. O'Uryen. Brotlier Wailes^ 
18 now in charge of the station, and liis peopl^J 
do not lack strong meat. We hope they arsM 
■lao well supplied with the "milk of thel 
Word." I 

The names of the following local preach-fl 
Bn lire mentioned in this long record, t^omefl 
of more recent years may possibly not IjeB 
among the number; Ruben Ciajpool, Suniuell 
Keoyon, John W. Tailor, John Coleman, Leon- 1 
llaston, Leander Ballew, Isaac Martin,! 
Jacob Bird. Aiqos Oollins, John Hail, JosephJ 
Cameron, Wm. Bradford, Davis Kennison.9 
Josb Spencer, Daniel Toole, Benj. Carter, L.J 
R. Parker and A. M. Bedford. I 

Tliis was, in the beginning, an immensely,! 
large circuit, including — until the MaryvIlIeJ 
and Oregon Circuits were organized — alt o£l 
Uissoori north and northwest of Savannah,! 
md floatli to the lower line of Biichanaa3 
Monty at least, with perhaps some territory ioM 
DeKalb County. Of the earlier history of this! 
cIifLTf^, personally. we know but little; but, witb-fl 
in the period of our connection with it as pre-fl 
aiding elder, many changes have como to pasa.S 
How many who once lived and labored in thla 
part of the Lord's vineyard, and with whom wd 
uken sweet counsel, are gone. &.vnn^M 
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that number for whom we cherish pleasant mem- 
orios are Brothers Nat. Simpson, J. B. Beattie, 
Dr. F. M. Wakefield, James Shoemaker and the 
Brothers McDaniel, with many others, breth- 
ren and sisters, living and dead, whose names 
we trust, are in the book of life. It was in 
this charge Iho consecrated W. T. Conwell 
closed hia faithful, useful labors. 



A NO IB NT HISTOET. 

From the Savannah Quarterly Conference 
Journal of early date, we give the following 
interesting Items, verbatim ; 

The Second Quarterly Conference [or the Savanu&h 
Circuit— Weaton District — waa held at St. Joseph on 
the llth of April, \US. 

Mumbura Present— William Ketron, P. E., George 
W. Love, P. C, R. Aldridge, D. R. Uardiog, C. L,, 
Israel Landts, C. S., Karuea Laughlin, C. S., William 
Bradford, C. L. Ksraeit Laiglilln, by request of the 
president, acted as secrclary. 

The Quarterly Conference order that the followlsg 
persoaa' names be recorded as a board of trnsteea to 
anperintend the erection of a liouse of worebip In the 
lonn of St. Joseph, Mo. r John F. Carter, D. H. Mar- 
dlug, Israel Landls, W. P. Flint, H. S. Creal, Rutus 
Patching, L. D. CundiS, I,. Stlgers. 
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Nodswef City clue.... 

Oreenwicfc clasf „ 

BttlniellB class 

Water Ening class .^ 

XenloDB citse 

BcMind Prairie class 

IhlTlS ClftSS... 



Terbo una class _ „. 

Claypoul's class 

St. JosepU class and pobllc coUaction.... 
FailU class 



The above money was ilispoeed of aa fol- 
lews: 
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In an old qnarterly eonferencG jmiroal there 
is a record statuig that a certain brother had 
boon tried and convicted on a charge of im- 
morality, ill that lie haO enga^e<l lo sell his 
crop of hemp at a stipulated price and after- 
wards sold to another purchaser at an advanced 
offer. The committee found him gailtyandlie 
appealed to the quarterly couforonce, the con- 
ference contirming the judgment of the lower 
court. Of c'luree he was treated right. If a 
man will not keep his business promise in such 
acaae, or in any case, if he can, lie is not hon- 
id ought to be disciplineU, BwV w^to wlA 
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such transactions or something involving the 
same sacred principle occurring in these later 
times, and do they shock our moral sense as 
similar conduct did that of our fathers ? What is 
wrong at one time or place is wrong always, 
and everywhere, though the circumstances may 
mitigate or aggravate the act. We cannot put 
too much emphasis on doimj right and in our 
places insisting that others do right. It is well 
to have a sound Christian creed and a rich 
Christian experience, but nothing can substitute 
the obligation to do right. It is pure religion 
incarnated in the life of the man, woman or 
child that convinces the judgment and turns 
the heart of others toward God. We need 
more and better Sunday religion, but, oh for a 
revival of every-day godliness that will be 
manifest in all of the walks of business life. 

REA CIRCUIT 

Is a new organization mostly out of old, good 
material, being a part of the recent Savannah 
circuit. It includes Bedford and Platte chapels 
and I suppose Fillmore and other appoint- 
ments. The pastor is nominally a local 
preacher, but practically an itinerant, having 
been for several years engaged as a supply. 
If a workman is "known by his chips,'' 
Brother F. M. Cooper will pass as he has been 
specially useful in the charges he has served. 
And he is now laboring in cummunities where 
there is something already accomplished, and 
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where, if the times have Dot greiitlj chaDged 
witliiu the past few years, lie will find faithful 
eo-laborerg, prominent among whom is Rev. A. 
H. Bedford, a useful local preacher. 

Fiiipiore wiis once protnineiit as largely a 
B Hethodiet coniinuiiity, where we had a high_ 
flcbool building, proeperous, it is said, for the 
time being, but afterwards failed on account of 
financial embari'asBnient. There, also, later, we 
mceeeded in building an excellent churcli. But 
onr people are mostly gone, have died or re- 
moved to other localities, so that of late years 
it has been difBcult to maintain an organiza- 
tion there. Tlie writer, in connection with 
Brother John Anderson, pastor, held a delight- 
ful quarterly meeting there a few years ago, 
wheu several were happily converted. 

HAMBtRQ CIHCDIT 

Was organized in 1872. Tlie following 
brethren have been pastors: J. F. Munroe, 
J. W. llutfaker. J. W. Ellis, C. W. Hurley, 
B. n. Milam, H. A. Davis, A. Falconer. A. 
8. l>-.ak, T. R. Hedgpeth, J. H. Hubbard, J. 
T. Moreman, J. O. Medley, B, P. Searcy, W. 
Wingate (supply), T. G. Petree and ,1, T. 
Lojat. The charge is mostly in Iowa, the 
Cox chapel is in Missouri. The writer has 
pleuant recollections of this charge in his nu- 
Bwroas visits as presiding elder. It was at 
OB« time unusually well suppHi-d with local 
:b«ra — M. U. Payne, wViose oWtx^X ( 
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□ection remained with his other home in Boone 
County, MiBBouri, bnt whose chief working 
relation was and is with this charge; Dr. A. 
B. Cox, an ordained elder, Brother William 
"Winjcate, A. P. Doak, at one time the pastor; 
Brother St. Clair and Brother John Chapman. 
The first church built in Hamburg was badly 
located, mainly because the lots were a dona- 
tion. After being used for several years it 
was blown dowji by a cyclone; and later, dur- 
ing the pastorate of Brother Medley, a small 
chnrch ivas built in a much more suitable part 
o£ the town, to which has been added in con- 
nection with Brother LoyaPs pastorate, a neat 
and comfortable parsonage. Brothers Medley 
and Loyal labored, not only to obtain snbscrip- 
tions, bat with their own hands to secure the 
one and the other needed buildings. 

Moses U. Patnk, so well and favorably 
known not only to our church in Missouri, bnt 
throughout the entire connection, has his 
"Valley Farm" home within the bounds of the 
Hamburg circuit, which charge probably would 
not have been, for some time at least, but for 
his help, moral and financial. Brother Payne 
for more than fifty- years has been a working 
local preacher in the Methodist Church. He 
comprehends and receives and "contends" for 
the faith once delivered to the saints. He hae 
large landed interests in the rich bottoms of 
Southwestern Iowa, where he hae been en- 



IX NOSTUWEST MISSOURI. IT 

gaged for yeara in raising aud in buying and 
Ettlling grain and stock, making money to do 
good with it. In his liberal aid in support of 
the ilinerant ministry, in providing for the 
comfort of their widows and orphans and for 
the eoperaunuated, in his contributtous to edn- 
cation, missions, churcli extension and personal 
help in building hundreds of churches, in his 
support of the cause of temperance, and in 
ways many^unknown to us — he has been, 
while living, a fountain of blessing to multi- 
tndes, and has created and utilized agencies 
that will continue to bless many that shall 
come after him. May it be well with him now 
iu the evening of life. 

THE FOaMEK RDSBVILLE CEKCUIT 

Was organized in 1865, and under that 
name was served by W. Barnett, T. Hurst, J. 
M. Stokes, D R. Shackelford, B. Margeson, 
U. Babcock. W-. S. Conner, A. L. Brewer and 
A. Falconer. It was afterwards divided among 
difiereat contiguous charges, a part going to 
the 6t. Joseph and a part to the New Market 
ftBd Weston circuits. D. R. Shackelford is 
tb« only one of the number named who is 
living and is eticctive as a member of the con- 
ference. C Babcock Buataine a superannuated 
relation. 

J. M. Stokes was a useful pastor of tbia 
circnit one year, I think us a supply. fla < 
a our church recently tioiu ou^ cvV j 
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Southern states. He was in poor and declin- 
ing health, but did much valuable work in the 
charge, there being revivals at several points. 
He could not continue in the regular work of 
the ministry; he died early, but will not wear 
a starless crown. He organized the class at 
King Hill, which is now the Gooding Church. 

RUSHVILLB 

Has been now in one pastoral charge and 
then in another. They have had many evil 
influences to contend with, and have found it 
hard to gain and harder to maintain a spiritual 
victory. Recently they have been blest with 
a good revival, the conductor of the meeting 
in connection with the pastor, being a young 
brother. Smiley, from the state of Mississippi. 
Brother I. D. Davis, a local preacher and de- 
vout man, has for many years lived in the 
community. Elijah Watson is a veteran as a 
citizen and as a member of the Methodist 
Church. Sister Watson, too, has long been 
on hand to do what she could to minister to 
the comfort of the Lord's servants, and to ad- 
vance his cause. But they have had only lim- 
ited success. The charge, now besides Rushville, 
includes Hall station, latan, Winthrop and other 
points in the Missouri River bottom. The pastor, 
Brother Petree, and his wife labor under many 
discouragements, but we hope there is a brighter 
future for this important region, of which 
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Brotliers John Mullett and Joaepli Devose 
Uavebeen chief apostles for several years, 

UARNAKD CIECmT. 

Organized in 1861. PaetorB, S. H. Miliim, 
C. H. Hedgpeth, H. A. Uavia, J. B. Parnall, 
R. P. Jones, B. H. Stillwell, H. C. Bolen, J. 
B. Sliook, J. J. Hiil, H. C. Garrett and J. S. 
Bowles, now in charge (1894). 

Much of the life of the Pleasant Grove 
church on the west, and of the Guilford church 
on the east, has been transferred to Barnard in 
the persona of brothers Moreman and Nelson 
aiicl their families. They now have a good 
church and parsonage in this prosperous little 
city. It must be a delightful charge. Thomas 
B. Hedgpeth, both as local and traveling 
preacher, did much valuable preaching in this 
circait and all over Nodaway county, as well 
as in other parts of the northwest. The Hedg- 
peths were a family of preachers — good preach- 
ers, too. Father Pope, who lived near Guil- 
ford, was a remarkable man physically and in- 
tellectually, though without educational culture 
except in a limited degree, strong in spiritual 
life, nature's nobleman and the Lord's freeman. 
The primitive hospitality of the Skidmores, the 
Porters and others, the promptness in service 
of Brother Sidney Smith, the genial Isham 
Lineville (in another part of the county), ho 
aaxious for the salvation of his children, witli 
man^, many others, will never be (o<c^oU«\\. 
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PLEASANT QKOVE CHUKCH 

In Nodaway county. In connection with 
other memories is suggested one very pleasant 
recollection of an unusually good meeting 
there when C. A. Shearman was pastor. The 
Burroundinga were unfavorable, the church 
seemed discouraged, but the good Lord waa 
with US from the beginning. On Sunday 
morning there was a great congregation; the 
Lord blessed the preacher and blessed the 
word; the evening waa bright with a full moon 
and many were present; the waters were be- 
ginning to be troubled; Brother Moreman's 
unctious prayer is remembered. The good 
work increased and continued for weeks under 
the direction of the pastor, and the good results 
are manifest to this day. Near by was the 
home of brother Groves, father of Kov. H. D. 
Groves of the Missouri Conference, and in the 
neighborhood lived H. A. Davie, now local, a 
hard worker in the northwest for many years, 
with many others, dear brethren and sisters, 
some of whom have crossed the flood, while 
others are still striving to make their calling 
and election sure. May not one fail of enter- 
ing mto that rest. 

KOCK FOKT OIRCDIT, 

Succeeded principally by the Fairfax charge, 
was served by J. Spencer, S. J. Oatlin, R. A. 
Austin, W. W. McMurry, H. P. McEwen, J., 
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8. Eooker, R. B. Cox, T. R. Hedgpeth, H. A. 
Davis and S. H. Milnm as pastors. 

ORKQON OIEOCIT, 

Succeeded principally by the Forest City 
circuit, was served by L. Adamson, J. Barker, 
W. Ketron, J. P. Keene, I. Naylor, W. F. 
Beall, W. Shaw, G. W. Rich, H. H. Hcdg- 
pMh, B. R. Baxter, K. H. Claughton, G. W. 
Primrose, J. McEwen and S. W. Atteberry. 

LINDEN CIECLTT, 

In the same general region, was served by 
G. D. Tolls, A. Foreaman. J. W. E!lis, J. P. 
Keene, I. Naylor, W. Shaw, J. D. Turner and 
J. Tillery. These charges have disappeared 
from tlio conference iiiinnteB. 

JuHN Anhekson, aa local and traveling 
preacher, was prominently and usefully coh- 
seeted with the northwest for several yeiire, 
Mpeoially in Holt, Atchison and Nodaway 
counties. 

FAIKFAX CIRCUIT 

la a comparatively young charge. It In- 
clodea Fairfax, Rupes Grove and Rock Fort, 
with, perhaps, some other points. 

Tlie first time the writer was at Fairfax to 
attend a qnarterlr meeting, the corn rows 
were still visible in some of th<? streets and 
were for some time later. Here we have a 
good charch and parsonage, with many good 
.fffiiieraiXy,&ad some eapeciaW^' &o. \o^\vs 
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Brotber Ulsirk Davis did tliera valuable ser- 
vice in the beginning of llieir Iiietorj. Rock 
Port was prominent io our cliurch Lietory in 
an early day. A good house of worsliip was 
built, unfortunately a Emal! debt remaining 
unpaid. In the beginning of tlie war times the 
bouse was sold for distribution, the brother to 
whom the debt was due having died, and by 
fair and foul means, was knocked ofi' at a triflp- 
and was never afterwards recovered to the 
church. 80 the matter was reported to the 
writer by those who had the means of knowing 
and who would not intentionally misrepresent. 
But it is better to be the victim of wrong than 
an agent in the transaction. We believe a 
good day for our church will dawn upon Rock 
Port yet. Rupes Grove, with a good church 
building, represents one of the best rural com- 
munities and some of the best people in the 
northwest. Brother J. T. foreman is the for- 
tunate and diligent pastor (1894). 

MOUND OITT OIKOUIT. 

The principal points in this charge are, I 
believe, Mound City, Forest City, Craig and 
Tarkio (Ihapei. We had a Mound City Mis- 
sion in the earlier times, but in the course of 
events the name disappeared and we had only 
a small membership left. We now have a 
good church building and parsonage and an 
flxcelleut membership, in a beautiful growing 
tQwn. Forest City succeeded, so far as oar._ 
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church ia concerned, the Oregon Societj'; leav- 
ing us ftt one time only two or three members 
in the latter plaoe. The church at Forest City 
has suffered more by removal of valuable mem- 
bers to other places thati any community I now 
think of. Still they live and are growing. 
Within the present year thoy have been greatly 
blessed and prospered. Craig has had a hard 
stmggle for life, but tliey, too are looking up. 
This is the headquarters of Dr. Bane, now local, 
who traveled the circuit some years ago, and had 
a revival in the bottom west with more than 
hundred additions to the church, Tarkio 
I Ohapel Las liad seasons of prosperity and also 
I of adversity. It is said to be doing well now. 
Brother Shock's ministry has been bleat in this 
r »ork. 



Was in Holt county. It may be in N»- j 
[ brasktt now. The river, years ago, claimed the 
[ ground on which it was built. Early in the 1 
sixties Brother A. I. Griflin with several otiier I 
I fftuiilies moved from Calloway county tn Rnshl 
I bottom in Uolt county. There was regulwl 
I preaching at a school house iu tiie neighboiu 
I houd, but one of the trustees objected and the] 
bad to get another place for worship. Thongl^ 
weak financially, they resolved to build 
rbnrch and did so. calling it Shiloh, after the' 
\ aame of the church in the neighborhood from 
kwbicb tb*; had moved. The \\lX\e ot^wviaap, 
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tion prospered wonderfully, the whole country 
around about being brought under ita good in- 
fluence. But the great flood of 1881 came 
and since we have not had even an organiza- 
tion there. The societj at one time was 
a part of the Forest City circuit, which 
in connection with contiguous charges, sug- 
gests the Grifflna, the Sedwicks, tlie School- 
ers, the Groves, the Holloways, the Gilliams, 
the Reynolds', who with many others, loved 
the church, and in whose hutpitable hotnea tbeJ 
preachers were often and kindly entertained. 

DBARaORN 

At present includes Dearborn, Wallace a 
DeKalb, on the Atchison branch of the Rot 
Island railroad, with perhaps, one ortwoothw 
appointments. It ia one of the best charges i 
the district, occasionally changing names whitg 
aabalantially the same work, Brother P. 
King was long a prominent member in tb{ 
charge, but has gone the way of all the i 
with numerous others, not members ii 
charge, so long. Brother D. F. Bone is t 
pastor Ht this date (18!*i). He is bleased witi 
an iron constitution and the grace of persevel 
aiice in good works. And something nearb| 
always "happens" in liis charges in the way « 
revivals. A new church building cntei'priij 
worthy of the ability of the community and id 
harmony with ita tiplritual wants, is being p 
jecte^i at Dearborn, which ia now getting to I 
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qotte a railroad town, near the old ListoFl 

town of New Market, where our church ■ 
ebi[>ed in the years gone by. While many hav^ 
crossed over in this charge, there still lingers tW 
Btuntly epirit of "Aunt Annie" Sampson, and ] 
may be allowed to mention the name of at 
least one other, now in age and feebleness, 
who was and is one of (he good men of his 
day, and a model steward, whose example is 
worthy of imitation by his younger brethren in 
office — Gen. John T. Martin. God bless the 
Mtbful "old disciples." 

ELMO CIRCUIT 

Was first called Lamar Station circuit. 
When the town nf Lamar Station, generally 
known to the old settlers as "Poesuni Walk," 
died for want of railroad facilities, the survey 
of the road leaving it two or three miles, Elmo 
•prang into being, and tiie chnrch, with huild- 
ings and members, whs transferred to that 
point. Within the writer's day as presiding 
«lder, we had a church built at Lamar, and 
later one at Elmo. The day tlie church at 
Lamar was dedicated it rained, morning and 
■Lftcrnoon, so that a few needed friends from 
Ibe country failed to be present. Brother J. 
M. Lamar had given about all he thought he 
«oald or ought to give, but when he saw the 
dtnation, rose to his feet, while the collection 
being takeo, as siiid, "1 ■wAV VmkaVVtt^! 
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ance, aud thank the Lord for tlie will and the 
means to pay it.'" 

This charge includes Eltno and North 
Grove, four miles distant, and a delightful 
charge it is. A few years ago a good house of 
worship was built, and several acres of ground 
secured at North Grove. The church has pros- 
pered in this community from the beginniog. 
Brother F. A, Grimes is the diligent and enc- 
cessful young pastor, as the reports at the last 
District Conference plainly implied. 

James E. Campbell, a steward of the Elmo 
charge, who 'died several years ago, is worthy 
of special mention. He was a '■ good man," a 
devout Christian and a Methodist, "warp and 
filling," true to his Lord, and true to the church 
of bis choice and of liis love. But it is of 
Brother Campbell aa a steward I wish more 
particularly to speak. He comprehended what 
is implied in being a faithful steward, and well 
and long did be fuJhl the obligations of his 
office. He rarely failed to bring up in full, or 
in large measure, the amount due from his 
class, and to his diligence and usefulness gen- 
erally, much of the success of the charge, in 
temporal and spiritual interests, is due. It was 
as confidently expected that be would be pres- 
ent at quarterly meeting on Saturday, as that 
the presiding elder or preacher in charge would 
be there. He and sister Campbell have both 
fiaiehed their course, but their works do follow 
them. 
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BKIDMOBB OIECmT 

WitH originally & part of the old Maryville 
circuit, later it was connected with the Lamar 
Station charge, inclnding the northwestern part 
part of Nodaway county. At present its chief 
appointments are Skidmore, Quitman and 
Orange Hall. Before there was any town of 
S_kidmore or any railroad in that region the 
principal appointment in the charge was a( 
Union Valley school house. Near by was the 
residence of Judge W. V. Smith, who. with 
others, furnished open doors and hospitable 
homes for the itinerant preachers, and not for 
these only. Brother Smith and his good wife 
have passed away, and so have other dear 
brethren and sisters, and so it will be written 
of ns all by and by. In Skidmore we have a 
good church and parsonage; also a good house 
of worship at Quitman. But a little farther west 
we have special pleasant memories of Brother 
W. Wyatt and family who were nearly alone 
for a long time in the laudable etlbrt to estab- 
lish a church in their neighborhood. They with 
Sister Carpenter and others, finally consented 
to the removal of their church to Quitman. 
Brother Marion Moore is at present the pastor 
of this charge. 



Was organized in 1S46. Thu following 
brethren have served as pastors : John A. Tutt, 
E, Robinson, B. 0. Hatton, A. Speocet, J, X\V- 
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ley, J. C. C. Davis, W. D. Fortune, W. A. 
Tarwater, R. N. T. Holliday, Daniel Penny, 
H. G. McEweu, C. Doggett, William Barnett, 
S. H. Milam, D. K. Shackelford, D. F. Bone, 
H. Sledd, (supply), R. W. Howerton, J. B. 
Henderson, R. P. Jones, H. 0. Bolen and T. 
H. Swearengen. 

This is an excellent circuit, including the 
territory contiguous to St. Joseph, with four 
good churches located at Agency, secured 
largely through the instrumentality of Mrs. 
Daniel Miller; Ebenezer (near Saxton station), 
Sparta and Jimtown, with a good parsonage 
and ten acres of ground, mostly the liberal gift 
of Brother Geo. T. Hoagland. Some older 
members, who were useful and exemplary in 
their day, have been within the past few years 
called from labor to reward; among them 
Brother Preston Richardson and wife and Sis- 
ter Bird, at Jimtown; Brothers Benjamin Moore 
and Daniel Miller, at Agency; Brother and 
Sister Utz of Sparta, and Brother N. Deshon 
at Ebenezer, with many others we cannot now 
recall; but the broken ranks are being filled, 
in some instances, of parents by children and 
grandchildren, so that while the " workmen die 
the work goes on."' 

MARYVILLE CIRCUIT. 

The following statement has been furnished 
by Rev. Frank Siler, present pastor of the Mary- 
ville Station : 
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BRIEF HI8TORV OF TSB UHURCH. 

Tlie foUowiDg I take, with slight altera- 
tiotis, from the Methodist Times, of St. Jose] 

In the early pioneer days of Nodaway' 
County, Methodiain took a deep root. It had! 
by far the largest oiemburahip of any church. 
In the division of Hie cliurcii in '44, Kev. B. 
R. Baxter and Rev. Raben Aldridge were pas- 
tore. The former adhered to the Church 
South. In 1845 the church was organized in 
llftryvitle. For a long terra of years our peo- 
ple worshiped in the old court house. In the 
jMf IISliT a neat little frame building was 
erected two blocks north of the square, George 
W. Snapp doing the work, during the pasto- 
rate of Rev. J. A. Hyder, at a cost of $2,800. 
In 18SG, Rev. R. H. Cooper being the pastor, 
tbe church determined to secure ii more central 
location and erect a more commodious build- 
ing. A Bubscription of $7,000 was secured, 
but being unable to secure the desired location 
the matter was indefinitely deferred. In 1890, 
3. H. Shelton being pastor, the iriatter was 
fceaitied, the desired location obtained, and the 
bailding erected at n cost, including the 
grounds, of $10,000. Comer stone laid by 
B«T. B. H. Cooper. July 3, 1890. at 7 p. m,, 
Dr. Dinwiddie delivering an address on '-The 
Ckarcb as a Factor in Our Civilization." 
Cbarch dedicated by Bishop E. R, HendriXf 
Movember % 1890. W. C. Orear and hi)' 
4anghler, Mrs. Laura Bea*, were the luc< 
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contributors, giving about half the above 
amount. A beautiful memorial window 
fittingly bears the name of Mary Orear, its 
most honored and beloved member, now in 
Heaven, whose influence and prayers will for- 
ever remain a benediction. In 1892, under 
the pastorate of Rev. T. E. Sharp, a beautiful 
parsonage was erected by the side of the 
church, at a cost of $1,200. The following 
ministers have served as pastors, beginning in 
1845, and following in the order below. No 
one ever served more than two years except 
Kev. H. C. Bolen, who was returned the third 
time, the last name entering upon his first 
year: Wm. Ketron, Larkin Adamson, J. S. 
Shrieve, Wm. Shaw, Wm. Bradford, W. F. 
Bell, J. D. Turner, A. Spencer, B. R. Baxter, 
S. C. Littlepage, H. H. Craig, R.A. Austin, 
D. 0. Blackwell, W. H. Albright, G. H. New- 
ton, J. McEwen, II. A. Davis, J. A. Hyder, 
C. Grimes, A. P. Parker, Wm. Bamett, C. A. 
Sherman, J. Anderson, L. F. Linn, D. C. 
O'Howell, H. C. Bolen, R. White, R. H. 
Cooper, D. F. Bone, 0. Grimes, A. V. Bay- 
ley, J. H. Shelton, T. E. Sharp, Frank Siler. 
The following brethren have been, since 
1845-46, presiding elders: Wm. Ketron, Wm. 
Patton, W. G. Caples, B. S. Ashbey, B. R. 
Baxter, E. K. Miller, N. G. Berryman, Horace 
Brown, Jesse Bird, M. R. Jones, H. H. Hedg- 
peth, J. F. Shores, W. E. Dockery, W. A. 
Mayhew, C. I. Van Deventer, W. M. Protts- 
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lan, W. W. Jones, J. P. Nolnu, M. R. Junes 
B. H. Cooper and J. M. O^Bryen. 

In addition to Brother Siler'a statemeat 1 
about the Maryville Station, I want to make a 1 
brief reference to some wlio ought not to 1 
forgotten: 

Wm. B. Jones and his pious wife and Mias 
Pbebe, their daughter, were long faithful, ex- 
emplary and useful members of onr chnrch at 
llBr^ville. 

Sister Okbar was one of t)ie excellent of 
tbe earth, who was so religiously solicitous for 
tbe success of our church there, and whose in- 
fluence ministered much, directly and indirectly, 
to tbe result. 

Sister J. B. Nelson was also one of the 
bomble, true and faithful little band of other 
ywirs. 

And so of others that have passed away, 
and of some who are still living and laboring in 
the vineyard of tlie Lord in the community. 
The intlnence of godly men and women live 
long after they are sleeping in their graves. 
(Jrandma Uavis, whom 1 used to meet on the I 
occasion of some of my earlier visits to Mary- J 
Tllle, iuipressed me as one of those saintly I 
Cbrifltians who could give a reason of the hopft 
that was in ber, She too has entered into rest. 1 
Others who still live and labor and suffer a 
Maneiiiberedin connection with thia chat^ft, 
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TRBSENT MARYVILLE CIKCUIT 

Was recently organized, and includes the 
territory around and contiguous to Maryville. 
The principal appointments are Centenary, 
Wilcox, Blooinfield and Glendale. The present 
pastor is Brother C. B. Campbell, in whose 
hands the work has largely prospered. They 
have churches at three of the appointments, 
with a parsonage recently built at Wilcox. 
The writer greatly enjoyed the opportunity 
several years ago to dedicate, on behalf of the 
presiding elder, who could not be present, an 
excellent church at the latter place. In this 
neighborhood our services were formerly con- 
ducted at Griffith's Grove school house, near 
to which lived on one side Brother Washington 
Griffith, and on the other Brother Melville 
Hefiin. Brother Hefliu was a promising local 
preacher, and one of the best men I have 
known. He bid fair to live a long and useful 
life; but when it seemed the church and his 
family and the community needed him most, 
death entered and there was no defense. It is 
well. We know only in part, but God makes no 
mistakes. May his children not forget the 
shining example and godly precepts of their 
now sainted father. 

Nodaway County is suggestive of a little 
empire in itself, being one of the largest conn- 
ties in territory and population in the State, as 
well as one of the most productive and abund- 
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iBt in that wiiic-L usuully iiuites* to make 
Westeru huiiie desirab e. It abounds iu large \ 
ind euiuller towns, but Maryville, tbe couutyl 
■eat, 18 "beautiful for situation," ii prosperons. .1 
enterprising little city. 

MaryviUe has beon a station since Brotlier 
Bolon's last appointment to the charge. Iu all 
Kif (b« earlier years it was a part of the circuit, 
f(ir ■ uninber of years t'lnbruciug a large terri- 
tory, Withiu tJie period of the wi-iter'a 
oflici«l connection with the charge the cir- 
cuit included nearly all of ihe couuty and 
brother, a steward, came thirty milea 
.to attend quarterly meeting aud was present at 
elovcn o'clock on Saturday. He did not cooie 
on the care either. We had no railroads in 
tltat region (lien, This large circuit has beea 
wilhiii a few years divided and sub-divided 
JDto nouierouB smaller charges, some of whieh 
IiKve made gratifying progress in the work ot 
Itie l^ord, white others have not been so snc- 
cesBrul. 

Gbo. W. Lovk was preacher iu charge of 

tbe Liberty circuit iu 1K44-5, aud the writer 

was his assistant, it being iny first year iu tbe 

conference. Brother Luve had been four or 

five yeiu-H in the ministry, and tlie next year 

in charge of the Savannah circuit, whidt 

then included St. Joseph. Some years la'er, 

located, studied and practiced medicine, but 

I always been active, wLutUei \u«%V v>t wSk- 
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erant, in preaching the Word. He is still liv- 
ing, and resides at Westport, Mo. Though 
hearing from him occasionally, it has not been 
our lot to meet since the night we parted at the 
church near the old Pleasant Grove camp ground 
just before the meeting of the conference at Col- 
umbia. That year had been a stormy one, we 
were passing through the events of the " Sepa- 
ration"' between the North and South, Brother 
Love being in charge, had had some disagree- 
able o£Scial work on his hands. I remember 
his remarkable words, "Well, we are come to 
the last appointment before conference, we 
separate probably not to meet again, and some 
are sorry and some are glad." I am grate^ 
ful for the uniform kindness of my senior, 
and for Sister Love's tender interest in my 
welfare. She has passed to her reward, 
while her husband lingers on the shore of time. 
May our friendship be renewed on the other 
side of the river. 

Benjamin K. Baxter was born in Clay 
county, Mo;, July 10, 1S24, and died at his 
home in Lane county, Oregon, January 17, 
1894. He was converted when young, and 
licensed to preach in 1844, and admitted on 
trial in the Missouri Conference the same year. 
In 1848 he was transferred to the Indian'Mis- 
sion Conference, and back to the Missouri 
Conference in 1852. All the early years of 
his ministerial life were closely identified with 
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lotliodisin in Noithweut Missouri. In 1865, 
e moved with liis family to Helena, Montana, 
rbere lie did active misBionary work for three 
ears. In 18t58, he moved to the Willamette 
r»lley, Oregon, where he was in the regular 
rork of the ministry about five years; and a£- 
erwarde, to the time of his death, snstained a 
relation, being active and diligent in the 
laater's vineyard, preaching here and there as 
ime and opportunity would permit. Brother 
Eaxter was an excellent preacher, of earnest, 
rdent temperament, of deep convictions, and 
rarm friendships. We entered the conference 
t tlie same time, and our first fields of labor 
vn contiguous. Wo loved each other to the 
nd. May the seeds of gospel truth sown by 
lim in Northwest Missouri and in all of the 
lifltiuit regions where he labored " produce 
basdant fruit." 

W. M. Rush was a conspicuous figure in 
Northwest. He was a na'ive of Missouri, 
mm and converted in Lewis county, and ree- 
tmmended to the Annual Conference for ad- 
lissioQ on trial in 1841. The writer saw hiui 
, a camp meeting near Shelbyville, Mo., en- 
mte to Palmyra, where the conferenci was 
leld that year. During the meeting he closed 
)ne service with an exhortation. Fie was, I 
link, in his eighteenth year, plainly clad, 
and retiring in manner, but evidently 
II of Ihc purpose to preach. WVo ^^oxAt^V■&.N* 
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foreseen, in the unpretentious youth, the large 
proportions of the coming preacher. He grew 
to be a strong dispenser of the word, an able 
writer, a wise counselor, and a successful deba. 
tor, having had discussions with several repre- 
sentative men, always with results gratifying 
to himself and friends. In 1844, he was in 
charge of the Plattsburg circuit, and later of 
Weston and Richmond circuits. He was the 
first stationed preacher in St. Joseph, and af- 
terwards, at different times, was presiding elder 
on the district, as well as serving other impor- 
tant charges in the conference. In a long and 
intimate association with Brother Bush, one 
trait in his character impressed me specially, 
and most favorably, I never heard a frivoloue 
or an uncharitable expression fall from his lips, 
and, if I mistake not, he was unusually free 
from the sin of evil speaking. He sowed much 
good seed in the moral soil of this upper conn- 
try. May it yield an abundant and an increas- 
ing harvest. 

Thomas J. Gooch commenced preaching iu 
Tennessee; during the war went to Alabama; 
became a member of the Missouri Conference 
in 1868. His appointments were: One year at 
Columbia, three years at Glasgow, one year at 
Carrollton, two years at Mexico, one year at 
St. Charles, two years at Francis street church, 
St. Joseph, fours at Mexico station, and two 
jears presiding elder of Mexico District. He 
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died at his Lome in Mexico, Mo., Maj 1, 1884^ 
He fell fit his post, comforted and snstained bjr^ 
thv gospel he had bo long preiiched to others. 4 
He grew in grace and usefulness, and waal 
greatly beloved by tliose whom lie served, and'l 
was held in high esteem by christians of olherj 
denominations. 

A. MizELL was long an honored and neeful 
preacher in the Tennessee Conference; came to 
Hiesouri in 1S80; was stationed at Glasgow, 
Bichmond, Tenth street and Centenary charge, 
St. Joseph. He was an earnest, eloquent 
preacher, and instrumental in doing much good 
in his day. At the conference of 188(}, on ae- 
coaot of frail and failing health, Brother MizcU 
w*a transferred to the East Texas Conference; 
eontinning for a time on the effective list, but 
Ikter received a superannuated relation, and a 
little later still was gathered to his fathers. It ie 
said he died in great peace, triumphing over 
the Inst enemy. 

N. ti. BKBErMAN commenced his ministry 
is Kentucky : afterwards wae several years in 
the Illinois Conference; came to Missouri about 
the time of the division of the church. For a 
while was local, and later re-entered the travel- 
ing connaclion in the Missouri Conference. 
He was one year stationed at St. Jose|)li, and 
W&B one year presiding elder on the St. Joseph 
DUtrict. Went from here to Palmyra station, 
and was afterwards presiding eWtsi; ot^xVc \\»a- 
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iiil)til District. lie liad also served in other 
chtire:es in the eastern part of the conference, 
lie transferred to the Kentucky Conference, 
and back again to Missouri, uniting with the 
Southwest Missouri Conference. He was sud- 
denly killed at Ghisgow by a kick of his horse, 
lirotlier Berryinan was a pleasant speaker, a 
pathetic preacher, and useful in his day. His 
sudden, unexpected demise should remind us 
each to be ready for our change. 

lloKACK Brown spent one year as presiding 
elder on the St. Joseph District. He w^as a 
good and edifying preacher, and sometimes his 
pul])it eflbrts were far beyond the average. He 
8j)ent a long lifetime in the ministry — local 
and traveling — in Kentucky and in Missouri, 
and when the end came, as it comes to all, the 
gospel he had preached to others was his com- 
fort and support. His house, temporal and 
spiritual, was in order. 

John W. Duskey was not long in connec- 
tion with the conference, but was a faithful, 
good man. His last appointment was Stew- 
artsville, in DeKalb county, where, during 
the last year of his life he was a great suf- 
ferer, but his religion "comforted him in life 
and refreshed him in death." He was greatly 
endeared to the people with whom he labored, 
suffered and died. He rests from his brief 
labors, and his works do follow him. 
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Ukkbv H. Ckaio spent a part at' tlie time of 
bis ministry in the Missoari Oonference in the 
Northwest. He is said to have been a good 
preacher, with creditable literary atlainiuents. 
We had only a conference acquaintance; never 
labored, I think, in the same district together. 
Be died comparatively young; his wife follow- 
ing him only a few years later. How soon, at 
best, life's short tale is told, and how soon it 
■will be written of ns all, " that we are gone." 

IIknky H. Hedgpeth belonged to a preach- 
ing family of this name in Nodaway county, 
Mo. Ue was not very promising tu the casual 
observer, when in 1S62 he was admitted on 
trial ill the Missouri Conference, but the dis- 
cerning Caplea, his presiding eldur, could even 
-ftten see in him the man of the fittuie. In a 
oonparatively short time he became an exceed- 
ingly good preacher. While stationed at St. 
JoMph his wife died and waa buried at Fill- 
more, in Andrew county. And several years 
later, when presiding elder of the district, that 
tfaen included several appointments in Kansas, 
from hard labor and much exposure, he waa 
bronght low. and did not recover, lie Hlecp9 
bj his wife at Fillmore (not in Kansas, as has 
HMDOwhvre heen published). Brother William 
St. Bush and the writer attended his funeral in 
1869. They left one child, a little girl, now 
the wife of Rev. Charles Hedgpeth. 

The following affectionate tribute la from mA 
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private letter recently received from E. J. 
Stanley, Cervalis, Montana: 

*' I visited Brother Henry Hedgpeth's bed- 
side just a few days before he passed away and 
when he had been reduced to a mere skeleton. 
On one occasion he noticed that I looked sad, 
and calling me close to him insisted that I tell 
him the cause of my sadness. When I told 
him I must soon return home, and that I 
feared I might not see him again in the flesh, 
he pressed me to be faithful and meet him in 
the better world. His death, which occurred 
at the home of Mrs. Wilson, the widow of one 
of our preachers, near Tecumseh, Kas., was 
most peaceful and triumphant. The last night 
before getting there, when the disease had al- 
ready claimed him as its victim, was spent with 
Indians on his return from atrip to the western 
frontier. You remember how the Missouri 
Conference, at the memorial service, held at 
Chillicothe, wept over him. I have seldom at- 
tended a more affecting service than that. It 
was frequently remarked, that those who were 
awakened under Hedgpeth's ministry 'gener- 
ally held out." His name will live long in the 
annals of Missouri Methodism." 

Thomas K. Hedgpeth was an older brother 
of Henry. He supplied several charges as a 
local preacher, and later united with the An- 
nual Conference, of which he was a superan- 
nuated member at the time of his death. He 
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was pioits anil atudioiis, and sometimes preached 
witii uncommon ability. He wrought in some 
hard fields, and no doubt with tiaefulnesB, but 
regretted the abeence of much visible fruit of 
his labors. 



John C. C. Davis waa born in Lewis 
connty, Ky., in 1832, and died in St. Joseph, 
Mo.. March 11, 1875. He came with his par- 
ents to the Platte Purchase in 1837, settliuf^ in 
Bochanan county. He was converted under 
the tnitiistry of M. R. Jones in 1850, and ad- 
mitted on trial in the Missouri Conference in 
1653, in which field he continued to labor until 
a little more than a year before his death, 
when he received a supernumerary relation. 
Bo spent a good portion of his time as a 
tninister in Northwest Missouri, serving Wes- 
tOn, Richmond, Plattsburg and New Market 
charges, and perliaps others. He was an bum- 
ble Christian and a good preacher, and was 
greatly beloved by the people with whom he 
lired and for whom he labored, a man of man- 
ifest purity of purpose and of great simplicity 
of character. He has left his impress for good 
all slong the track of his life. The writer vis- 
ited him only a few hours before his death, and 
UiODgh not looking for the summons quite so 
•ootii *'all was well " with bim. He left a widow 
and aeven children, the youngest soon after 
to Uid beaveul; Uom«. ^».'3 
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surviving ones " know the God of their father," 
and all make the port of eternal life securely, 

W. W. Jones entered the Missouri Confer- 
ence on trial in 1843. The first time we met 
was in Columbia in 1845. In the division of 
the conference that year he fell on the south 
side of the Missouri River. Some years after- 
wards he located, and later re-entered the trav- 
eling connection in the Missouri Conference, 
where he continued a number of years. Was 
one year presiding elder on the St. Joseph Dis- 
trict. He preached well and was a good pre- 
siding elder; was of commanding appearance 
and circumspect in his deportment as a minis- 
ter of the gospel. A few years before his death 
he was transferred to the Southwest Missouri 
Conference, where some of his children were 
settled. In him we recognized a true friend and 
brother. 

W. A. Mayhew was a native of Maryland. 
He was admitted on trial in the Missouri Con- 
ference in 1846. Soon afterwards received an 
appointment to the Rochester circuit in North- 
west Missouri. In 1871-72 was presiding 
elder on the St. Joseph District. It is said he 
excelled in his abilities for the office of presid- 
ing elder, which he filled several years at dif- 
ferent times. At the close of his year on the 
St. Joseph District, he was married, and at the 
ensuing conference was appointed to the Pal- 
mj'ra station; a few mont\\a \a\.Qit'\ift \.oo\Le.old 
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from attending a faneral, and did not reeoveS 
Among his last words were, " Saved by gra 
s&ved by grace." Peace to his memory. 

Alexander Spescek was admitted on i 
in 18i5, and died in 1889. At the time of his 
death he snetained a auperanuuated relation. 
Brother Spencer had been pastor of tlie Mary- 
ville, St. Joseph, Craig and Qallatin circuits, 
and, possibly, other charges in the Northwest, 
though his appointments were mostly in the 
eastern part of the conference. While not a 
great preacher, Brotfier Spencer's tlieme was 
the gospel. He was true to his God and to his 
ministerial vows to the last; did a great deiil of 
Iiard work most of the time with very slender 
Bopport. I believe he would have gone to the 
Rocky Mountains if the bishop had sent him 
there, and stood at his post till released. When 
appointed to the Craig work he could not move 
bis family; rode over two hundred miles on 
borsehack to his eii'citit, and went home hut 
once during the conference year, a necessity 
be thought, but if so, one that ought not to 
have existed. 
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—President, Mrs. J, 
Z). Hammond; Vice President, Mrs. A, Hen- 
drix; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs, J 11. 
Ledbetter; Recording Secretary, Miss Lena 
Horner; Treasurer. Mrs, W. A. Franl?/, And^^ 
. M. E. ] 
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District Secretaries. — Gallatin, Mrs. Z. M. 
Williams, Gallatin, Mo.; Plattsburg, Miss S. 
M. Crowley, Lawson, Mo.; St. Joseph, Mrs. 
T. E. Weaver, St. Joseph, Mo. 

We do not favor the multiplication of soci- 
eties and conventions unnecessarily in the 
church, but do believe more and more in this 
society; it is needed, and its objects prayerfully 
and religiously promoted, will result in great 
good. ^' Help these women." There is no 
conflict between the Home Mission and Foreign 
Mission work. By aiding one you help the 
other. "The harvest is great," at home as 
well as abroad, and the laborers are few. 

OTHER METHODISMS. 

Though writing specially of the M. E. Church 
South in Northwest Missouri since 1844, vet the 
Master has other sheep which are not of this 
fold. Besides the several growing congrega- 
tions in St. Joseph, and the numerous organiz- 
ations in the country of the M. E. Church, 
there is and has been for a number of years a 
prosperous German M. E. Church in the city, 
with churches in other parts of the country, 
who are doing a great and good work for their 
people. 

There has also been for a number of years 
an organization of the African M. E. Church, 
which we doubt not has been instrumental in 
much good. 

And there is still a later organization in the 
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cilj and at some other points, of the Culored M. 
E. Church in America, ^hich is in close eecle- 
siaBtical relations to the M, E. Church South, 
fasving been at their reqaest set up (not set oil) 
JM a church by our Bishops. They have had a 
bard time of it, bat are advancing in several 
importuut respects. Wo try to help them to 
hslp themselves ^ the right thing to do- — as 
-Iwtli they and we are fnlly persuaded. 



Mrs. Henry Parnail, District Secretary, St. 
Joseph, Mo. 

Auxiliaries — Tenth steeet, 19 members; 
Fraocis street, 37 members; Centenary — mem- 
bers; Hundley, 19 members; Mound City, 13 
membere; Fairfax, 15 members; Maryville, 12 
naembers; Francis Street Young People, 32 mem- 
Centenary, Juvenile, 15 members; Tenth Street 
Javeuile, 38 members; Hundley, Juvenile, 22 
ntembers; Maiyville Juvenile, 15 members; 
Hound City Juvenile, 6 members, total mcm- 
iKrehip, 233. Money raised during the year — 
Harcb, 1893, to March, 1S94, $449.41. 

ItERRv H. Spencer was admitted on trial in 
the Siissouri Conference in the year 1843, and 
Bppointed to the Oregon Mission in Holt 
etniity. He was later appointed to St. Joseph, 
Csrrollton and Liberty, and was, therefore, of 
til* number of laborers in the Northwest. 

id health most of tbe l.imft,\« wirstti,*^ 
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church in circuits, stations and districts for 
more than forty years*. He died at his home 
in Palmyra, Mo., August 2, 1883. Brother 
S])encer was greatly endeared to the writer; 
we and our families were closely identified 
through nearly the whole period of our minis- 
try. He was a good preacher, preached the 
Word, was noted for the number and accuracy 
of Scripture quotations in his sermons, and was 
an able defender of the faith. A dyspeptic 
and rheumatic for many years, yet he continued 
to hold the gospel plough to the last, and 
' ceased at once to Avork and live." 

William BARNErr was born in Virginia ; 
came to Missouri in about 1840 and settled in 
Pike county, where the writer first met him as 
an unusually active and useful local preacher 
in 1845. From that time till the day of his 
death our friendship was unimpaired. He sup- 
plied several charges contiguous to his home ; 
then was admitted into the Missouri Annual 
( -onference, and not long afterwards transferred 
to the Western Conference and was appointed 
to the Wyandotte mission. Here he labored 
faithfully for several jears, when he returned 
to the Missouri Conference and spent the rem- 
nant of his life mostly in the active service of 
the church in the bounds of the St. Joseph 
district. At the time of his death he had 
passed his four-score years, having been in the 
niinwtry — local and tvaveVmg — i\^«lx\^ ^liciy 
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years. He was ardently devoted to Methodin 
doctriae, polity and usagt; ; clear id h 
viclionB of right and duty ; bold and iirm i 
their maintenance ; true as the needle to th) 
pole, neither threatening or reward eouid allnn 
faim from the pathway of right. He laid i 
BO earthly treasures, but was rich in faith i 
in the graces of pure religion, a heritage more 
valuable than silver and gold. Such men are 
scarce, and the church and world are poorer 
when they are removed. He and his beloved 
"Martha" sleep side by side in Mount Mora 
cemetery, St. Joseph, till " Jeaus comes," 

ST. JOSEFS METHODISM. 

In the year 1843-4 Kev. Edwin Robinson, 
preacher in charge of the St. Joseph (Savan- 
Doh) circuit, Weston District, Missouri Annual 
Conference of the M. E. Church, organized the 
first class in the town of St. Joseph, Mo. The 
leader of this class was John F. (Jarter; the 
other members were Rufus Fatchen, Clara 
Pstcben, Mrs. Jane Kemper and Mrs. Sarah 
Jeffries. At the time of the organization W. 
W. itcdman was presiding elder of the district, 
which inclndod St. Josepli. The first permanent 
Orf^nization of the chnrcli was effected during 
tlwearly part of the year 1844. Edwin Robinson 
being preacher in charge. The building in 
which the (-ongregiition worshipped at that 
lime, was a small fnime on Main street, i^n<M 
>4riti J. Heatoii as a IvwwvXM.vft * 
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and cabinet shop; and for nearly two years 
they worshipped in this humble and primitive 
structure. The number of members at this 
time we have not been able to learn, but no 
doubt they were few; though from the begin- 
ning, God's blessing seems manifestly to have 
rested upon the infant organization, which grow- 
ing in numbers and in influence, early became 
one of the leading Protestant churches in St. 
Joseph. The first building committee of which 
we have any information, was composed of 
Israel Landis, John Cargill and D. K. Harding. 

This may be the proper place to state that 
the General Conference of the M. E. Church, 
held in the city of New York in May, 1844, 
failing to harmonize the Northern and South- 
ern sections of the country in regard to the 
disciplinary legislation concerning " slavery," 
provided a plan of peaceable separation, the 
important details of which need not be men- 
tiened here; but under the provisions of which 
the charges and conferences within the terri- 
tory of the slave holding states proceeded with 
great unanimity to adjust themselves, and were 
by the delegated convention, held at Louisville, 
Ky., in May, 1845, organized into the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church South. So that after 
this transition period, we are speaking of the 
M. E. Church South in St. Joseph. 

In the fall of 1844 Keuben Aldridge was 
preacher in charge, and B. E. Baxter assistant, 
TiiOOTas W. Chandler presiding elder. Brotlier 
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KAIdridgo served until 1845, when he was anoi 

leeedcd by Geo. W. Love, who served 

B preacher in charge one year, Wra. Ketroifc 

■ being presiding elder. His term of oiflc^ 
loontiiiued until 1847. From 1S46 to ISit- 

■ Jobn A. Tutt was preacher in charge. Tha] 
lohargo was still in the Savanoah or St. Josep] 

I inrcnit, on the journals of which the followingil 
1 Dftmes appear: Foster Willis, local deacon^ 
I Wm. Shaw, local preacher; Joseph Devorse, 
I exborter (for many years later an ordained local 
Iftreacher); George Galbert, T. J, Galbert, Jaa. 
I H. Caoler, Elijah Watson and ilenson De- 
I TOrse, stewards; alsoJohn Hannau, local deacon, 

■ During the period referred to, the eongrega- 
I tion having very much increased in numbers, 
I iMlgan to f«el the necessity for a larger and 
B more suitable house of worship, and on a lot, 
I litOAted on the corner of Tliird and Felix 

■ streets, doualed for that purpose by Mr. Joseph 
I fiobidoax when he located the town, was 
w erected a brick church 40x60 feet in dimensions. 
B tUbie was the first building in St. Joseph owned 

■ by the Methodist Episcopal Church South. It 
B WM used as their place of worship eleven 
I jv*r» and was vacated in the year 1S57 when 
P |]ie property was sold for $5,700 and the pro- 
I oe«<l8 applied to the building of a new clmrch 
K wliieb the wants of a largely increased and 
I growing congregation demanded. From 1847 
1 to IMS Edwin Kohinson was again preacher 
B Id charge and Wm. i'atton presiding elder. 
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111 the fall of 1 848 the church in St. Joseph, 
which up to this time had been an appointment 
in the Savannah (St. Joseph) circuit, was made 
a station with W. M. Rush preacher in charge 
and Wni. Patton, presiding elder. About this 
time the Sabbath school was organized, with 
J)r. J)aniel Keedy, who died in 1850, as super- 
intendent. The school became a prosperous 
and successful institution of the church. The 
following persons appear on the records as 
members of the official board : J. B. Smith, 
B. Sherwood, D. J. Morrow and Simeon Kem- 
per, stewards ; D. R. Harding, class leader ; 
and John C. Cargil, exhorter. W. M. Rush 
was preacher in charge from 1848 to 1850, and 
William Patton was presiding elder. During 
the year 1840 the names of D. J. Heaton and 
Louis Stigers were added to the official board 
as stewards. From 1850 to 1862 William 
Holmes was preacher in charge, and Wm. Pat- 
ton presiding elder the first year and W. G. 
Caplea the second. During the year 1851 the 
following additions are found upon the records 
of the official board. A. B. Lyon, class 
leader ; John Armor and S. K. Miller, stew- 
ards ; and James Koy, leader and steward. 
During the year 1852 the name of George T. 
Hoagland apj)ears as leader and steward ; he 

was also at that time, with Dr. Silas McDon- 
ald, added to the board of trustees of church 
property. At the last quarterly conference 
for 1852 George T. Hoagland was licensed to 
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^^^b the gospel. From 1852 tu 1854 C. I. 
^^^^pJeveotor was preacher iu charge and W. 
^HpCftpIea was presiding elder. During the 
^^Ur 18fi4 Win. C. Toole, a local deacon, waa 
Uuldftd to the official board, and Allen H. 
I'Vories waa chosen Sabbath school superintcDd- 
I ent, in which relation he served profitably at 
I differeiit times for a number of years. Duruig 
I tbe BHininer of 1S54 the first parsonage owned 
l'1»jf the chnrch in 8t. Joseph was purchased for 
tibc 6um of $900. The preliminaries of the 
■ enterprise were agreed upon on Wednesday 
loigbt after prayer meeting by the official 
l'1l!0iard, and two weeks from that time the deed 
KCpr th« property was on record — one-half of 
1^10 money paid down and the balance well 
^B^ule<I for. The pastor^a wife, who had 
^^^Bl three or four times in little more than a 
^^^^nmd Mias Annie Scibbs, of precious mem- 
^^^^Kttro among the active helpers in securing 
^^^^Kne. It was a small brick building, new 
^^^E^at, located on the east side of Sixth 
HfeMt, between Francis and Felix streets, and 
I «M first occupied as a parsonage by C. I. Van 
|£«Teuler and family, The building was occn- 
I pied by a number of our pastors successively, 
I bat of late years has been removed and the 
I lots irraded. During the same year the two 
I lots now used as the site of the Francis street 
■idmrch and parsonage, on the northwest corner 
L^Frabcis and Seventh etreets, were purchased 
WitJ George T. Uoagiand for ¥500 and sold to 
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the trustees for the same price — the only 
objection made to the location being that it was 
i<o far out. From 1854 to 1855 B. H. Spencer 
was preacher in charge and W. G. Oaples 
presiding elder. During this year the name 
of B. S. Oox appears as a licensed exhorter. 
From 1855 to 1856 S. W. Cope was preacher 
in charge and William Perkins presiding elder. 
During this year the name of Henry Dunster 
appears as a local preacher. From 1866 to 
1858 E. K. Miller was preacher in charge and 
W. Perkins presiding elder. During this year 
the name of Dr. John Bull appears as a local 
preacher in elders orders, and that of A. B. 
Jennings, as steward. 

During the pastoral administration of E. K. 
Miller, the old church on the corner of Third 
and Felix streets was vacated, and the new 
church on the corner of Francis and Seventh 
streets built and occupied by the congregation. 
At a later date the old parsonage was also sold, 
and the proceeds applied to the erection of a 
new one west of the new church and on the 
same lots. The new church was one of the 
best in the country in its day. It is eighty feet 
long by fifty feet wide. The basement is forty- 
seven by fifty-seven feet in the clear. The 
auditorium is forty-seven by sixty-seven feet, 
with a large gallery in the end; also class-room 
and pastor's office, to which was added later, a 
large infant class-room, with church parlors 
above. The church was dedicated by Rev. R. 
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A. Tonnf5, 0. 0., now of Nashville, Tenn. 
About the jear 1858 the Dame of Robert Kay 
(S colored man) is mentioned as a licensed ex< 
horter. From 1858 to 1869 N. G. Berryman 
was preacher in charge and William Perkins 
presidiog elder. The church at that time num- ■ 
bered 230 communicants. At the Annual Coo* \ 
ference of 1859, held in St. Joseph, thestalion 
was left to be supplied. Two or three mouths 
later the presiding elder, N. G. Berryman, se- 
cured the services of E. G. Nicholaoo, who 
served as pastor from that time to the close of 
the conference year. L>uriug the early part of 
this year, the palpit was cheifly supplied by 
Geo. T. Hoagland, a local preacher, who at 
the time, and previously also, had frequent ap- 
pointmenta in the country, and who, especially 
during the seaaions of the Annual Couferences, 
in the absence of the pastors as well as in con- 
nection with them, rendered much valuable 
service to the church, not only in preaching, 
bat in visiting the sick and burying the dead. 
From 1860 to 1861, Wm.Rush was preacher 
in charge aod H. Brown was presiding elder, 
and John R. Taylor was in charge of the 8t, 
Joseph Mission in the north part of the city. 
Dnnng this year the name of Richard Fisher 
appears as superintendent of the North St. 
Joseph Sunday School, and Samuel Lockwood 
and R A. Brittaln as stewards. From 1861 
to 1862 W. M. Rush was preacher in charge 
ud Jease Bird was presiding eUer. U^xtvc 
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the year W. M. RubIi was prohibited from 
preaching to hia congregation by the military 
order of Gen. Benjamin F. Loan. Soon after 
the cbnrcb building was placed in the bands of 
a committee, whose names we have not learned. 
The church was occasionally occupied by min- 
isters invited by tliem (the comraittee), but was 
without any regular pastor until the services of 
itev. Henry Hedgpeth were secured to take 
charge of the station. Rev, M. R. Jonee was 
at this time presiding elder. Mr. Hedgpeth 
also served a part of the time between 1862 
and 1864 as presiding elder. The records fail 
to show what changes, if any, occurred in the 
official board abont this time. From 1864 to 
1865, W. M. Leftwich was preacher in charge 
and H. H. Hedgpeth was presiding elder. 
From 1865 to 1868, W. M. Leftwich was 
preacher in charge and W, M. Rush presiding 
elder. During the year 1867 the following 
names were added to the official board : W. E. 
Johnson, Samuel S. McGibbons and Thomas 
Ashton. During the year 1868 the following 
were added to the Board of Stewards: James 
Hanna, Wm. J. Biggerstaff, William Wood- 
ring and Isaac Owens, From 1868 to 1872, 
C, I- Van Deventer was preacher in charge, 
and W. M. Rush, W, E. Dockery and W. A. 
Mayhew were presiding elders. From 1872 to 
1876, E, R. Hendrix was preacher in charge 
ftnd C. I. Vaa Deventer presiding elder. Prom ■ 
1876 to 1877, T. J. Gooch was preacher ial 
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charge and W. M. Prottsman presiding elder. 
From 1877 to 1878, T. J. Qoocli waa preacher 
ia charge and C. I. Van Deventer presiding 
elder. From 1878 to 1879, E. K. Miller was 
preacher in charge and W. W. Jones presiding 
elder. From 1879 to 1880, and from 1880 to 
1881, and from 1881 to 1882, E. K. Miller 
was preacher in charge and C. I. Van Deven- 
ter presiding elder. During the years 1875-9, 
M. B. Chapman sustained a supernumerary re- 
lation to this church. From 1882 to 1883, 
"to be supplied " by W. G. Miller, C. I. Yan 
Deventer presiding elder. From 1883 to 1884, 
W. G. Miller preacher in charge, J. P. Nolan 
presiding elder. From 1885 to 1886, W. G. 
Miller preacher in charge till December, 1886, 
the balance of the conference year being filled 
by J. 0. Brown, M. R. Jones presiding elder. 
From 1886 to 1887, J. C. Brown preacher in 
charge, M. R. Jones presiding elder. From 
1887 to 1888, J. C. Brown preacher in charge, 
and M. R. Jones presiding elder. From 1888-92 
A. G. Dinwiddle was preacher in charge and 
R. H. Cooper presiding elder. From 1892 to 
1893, J. A, Beagle preacher in charge and J. 
M. O'Bryen presiding elder. 

At the Annual Conference for 1892-93 0- 
L Van Deventer was given a superannuated 
relation, and liis name entered upon tlio quar- 
terly conference journal of this charge. J. 0. 
C. Davis sustained a supernumerary relation to 
ttufl charge for the year 1871-5. 
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The Missouri Conference has held four 
Dual sesaions with this cburcb; the first one 
1869-3, presided over by Bishop Kobert Paine; 
the second, for 1858-9, also held by Bishop 
Paine; the third, for 1876-6 by Bishop J. C. 
Keener, and the fourth, in 1886-7, by Bishop 
McTyeire. The Francis street Church received 
its name bj the vote of the official board dnriDg 
the pastorate of W. M. Leftwich. Althouj 
the present building, after thirty years, is 
substantial structure, and the location could not' 
be much improved, notwithstanding the great 
growth of the city, the congregation is begin- 
ning to feel the necessity for and to talk about 
a new church. It is the representative Metho- 
dist Church of Northwest Missouri, and with 
its large membership baptized with the Holj 
Spirit might be and ought to be a great powi 
for good, which has been the case to some 
tent in the past, but ought to be on a taut 
larger scale in the future. The following 
bers constitute the OfKcial Board for 1892-8J 
Stewards— W. B. Moose, E. E. Bacon, C. 8i 
Kemper, J. M. Kemper, Ira Kaul, B. J. Ca( 
teel, Obe Craig, George Rapp, Dr. Uaniel 
Morton, W. B. Dougherty, R. T. Davis, S. B. 
Hitt, Samuel S. Smith. Trustees— George T. 
Hoagland, James Kay, Charles S. Kemper, 
F. Ogden, James L. EUingwood, W. B. Johi 
flOD, E. W. Ray, C. A. Perry and J. W. Boyi 
Olasa Leader — R. A. Brittain. 

For the conference year 1893 
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Beagle is preacher in charge and J. M. O'Bryen 
preaiding elder. During the month of January 
1894, it waa agreed to invite Rev. J. B. Cul- 
pepper, of Georgia, to conduct a meeting in 
this church, the pastor inviting the pastors and 
members of all of our churches in the city to 
nnite in the same. This arrangement was heart- 
ily agreed to. The first week's service before the 
Eyangelist came, included a series of prayer 
meetings held in each church successively. Bro. 
Culpepper on the invitation of the pastor of 
Francis Street Church, came and with him came 
his helper Brother Kilgore. It was the set 
time to favor zion; great grace rested upon our 
chnrches and upon the city; the power of the 
Lord was present to heal. Scores, perhaps 
hundreds, were converted and large increase in 
the membership of the Francis Street Church, the 
headquarters of the services, was the result. 
While streams of life flowed out into all of our 
congregations and into other churches of Christ. 
The good results of this meeting are specially 
manifest in the reorganization and growth of 
interest in the Epwortli League and in the 
growiag prosperity of the Sunday school, 
with more than one hundred additions to the 
membership of this church. 

A GOOD MEBTINO 

Was held in the winter of 1852-3 in i 
old church on the corner of Third and Fe 
Areets, St. Joseph. It had beeu \u ^xq^«) 
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Bome daj8 when the presiding elder, W, G. 
Caples, was reqa^Bted and consented to come 
snd assist in the services. But for some cause 
he could not be present, and of course there 
was much disappointment and regret on this 
accoant. The meetings continued under the 
direction of the pastor, there seeming to be 
more interest out of than in the church. Sin- 
ners were awakened, a number of penitents 
were at the altar, the spiritual darkness could 
almost be felt. The church was called to 
prayer with those who were seeking the Lord. 
While sister Anna Stibba led in prayer, the 
cloud of mercy and blessing broke. God's 
people were baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
Several were converted, among them Brother 
Thompson Kemper, a man of 60 years, who has 
since gone to his reward. The meeting con- 
tinued to grow in power. The stream that 
issued from the fountain of life that night con- 
tinued flowing during the conference year. It 
was good to be there. _ 

OLD DISCIPLES. ^| 

This church has lost by death two of its 
oldest and best members during the past con- 
ference year. ^ 

5&MV.B Kat — more than forty years in act- 1 
ive service as class leader, Sunday school sap- 
erintendent, steward and trustee — has gone to 
his reward, for he was faithful unto death. 
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Who will take up the cross where he laid it 
down and seek to stipplj bis place ? 

. Ceeal, who also went to her home in 
heaven during the past year, was one of 
the excellent of the earth. In every condition 
of ease or pain, prosperity or adversity, she 
was the same humble, cheerhil, exemplary 
Christain. It was a means of grace to enjoy 
communion with her. These two saints were 
long and happily associated in Christian fel- 
lowship here. "What height of rapture shall 
we know when round the throne we meet." 

Uenky Kat was born in Tennessee, came 
with hia parents to 8t. Joseph, Mo., in 1851, 
was converted when young, under the ministry 
of Key. E. K. Miller, and was an UDUsually 
pious and promising youth. In 1860 he went 
to Kentucky and attended school and later 
entered the ministry in the Louisville Confer- 
ence, where he remained three years, and 
returned to his home in St. Joseph in greatly 
impaired health. Soon afterwards lie was 
admitted by transfer into the Missouri confer- 
ence. Here he did many years of hard work, 
mostly with small financial support. He man- 
ifested an humble, contrite spirit, was self- 
denying, industrious in all the work of a pastor, 
zeoloQs and prayerful, and liberal literally to a 
ttM\t, Yet his life, in some respects, was a 
mystery to himself and to others. At the 
lut session of the annual conference he i 
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plaoed in tlie saperanniiated relation, and died 
a few montha later. I believe for him to die 
yiB.B gain. 

THB WOHABS' THDKSDAT AFTKKNOON PKATBH 

MBBTINO 

Of the Francis Street church was organized 
by Sister Knah^wife of Kev. W. M. Kuah— in 
1860-1, and has been kept up ever since, some- 
times with a larger and then with a smaller at- 
tendance. It has been a special means of good 
to the church and particularly to those in at- 
tendance regularly. When pastor of the con- 
gregation a few years ago the writer was often 
encouraged by the healthful atmosphere of this 
meeting, as he came almost constantly in con- 
tact with it, and on occasions of protracted 
services he was impressed with the conviction 
that if the church generally had been as ready 
to come up to the "help of the Lord against 
the mighty," as those composing thnt prayer 
meeting, the triumph would not only have been 
certain but in a much larger measure. The 
godly and gifted woman who was instrumental 
in starting it and many who from time to time 
have been connected with it have gone to their 
reward. But others are being brought in to 
fill the broken ranks. Eternity only can re« 
veal the good that has been accomplished 
through this humble instrumentality. May it 
abound more and more and never adjourn sum- 
mer or winter. 
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Tbe FraDciB street obnrch established amis- 
eion SDiidaj scbool in tbe soatberD part of tbe 
city about the year 1867 under tbe pastorate of 
W- M. Leftwicb. Tbe first superintendent 
was Allen H. Vories, assisted by Wm. J. Big- 
gerstatf. The school which was conducted in 
in the "Hnxly Hall" grew in numbers and in 
interest, tbe first and for some time the only 
one in that part of tbe city. In tbe fall of 
1868 Eev. M. B. Chapman was transferred 
from the Louisiana Conference to the Missouri 
Conference and appointed to South St Joseph. 
About Jan. Ist, 1869, he was called to his home 
in the Soulh on account of the death of his 
father and did not return to the cbarge. This 
was the nucleus of tbe 

TKNTH STREET M. E. OHUEOn (SOUTn). 

During the summer of 1869 C. I. Van 
Deventer obtained subecriptions to purchase a 
lot on the southeast corner of Tenth and Patee 
streets at a cost of JIOOO, which was after- 
vards soid and a lot and one-half on tbe north- 
west corner of the same streets purchased for 
C1300, for tbe purpose of erecting a church 
bailding in that part of the city. During the 
year following (1870) subscriptions were ob- 
tained to build a bouse of worship wbicb was 
put up and enclosed and tbe basement room 
completed about January 1, 1871. Tliis bouse 
is a two-story brick building, 36x55 feet. Tbe 
prospective organization was left to bd ^Mi^^Vvt^ 
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by Bishop H, N. McTyeire, who, in Decem- 
ber, 1870, tranefered M. M. Hawkins from the 
North Alabama Conference to the Missonri 
Conference and appointed him in charge of 
the work. Mr. Hawkins served one year and 
in the fall of 1871 S. W. Atteberry was 
appointed to the charge. He served two yeara 
to the fall of 1873, when he was succeeded by 
A. V, Bayley. The audience room of thia 
church was completed daring the summer of 
of 1873 and dedicated by Bishop Marvin. 
From 1873 to 187i A. V. Bayley was preacher 
in charge and C. I. Van Deventer presiding 
elder. From 1874 to 1875 A. P. Parker was 
preacher in charge and C. I. Van Ueventer 
presiding elder. The charge this year included 
the King Hill class. While serving this charge 
Brother Parker was appointed missionary to 
China. From 1875 to 1876 R. E. Gamble was 
preacher in charge during the early part of the 
conference year. He vacated on account of 
poor health and L. F. Linn was appointed in 
hia place, C. I. Vandevenler being presiding 
elder. From 1876 to 1877 L. F. Linn was 
preacher in charge and W. M. Prottaman was 
presiding elder. From 1877 to 1880 W. E. 
Dockery was preacher in charge and C. I, Van 
Deventer and W. W. Jones presiding elders. 
From 1880 to 1881 J. W. Keithley was 
preacher in charge, and from 1881 to 1882 
John Anderson was preacher in charge. From 
1882 to 1883 D. C. O'Howell was preacher in 



m NORTHWEST MISSOURI. 188 

charge, and during tliese tliree years C. J. Yan 
Deventer was presiding elder. From 188 
1884 U. F. Bone was preacher in chargi 
connection with South St. Joseph and J. P. 
Nolen presiding elder. From 1884 to 1885 
Tenth Street and Centenary, Robert White 
preacher in charge and J. P. Nolan presiding 
elder. From 1885 to 1886, Tenth Street and 
Oentensr;, A. Mizel preacher in charge, M. K. 
Jones presiding elder._ From 18S6 to 1887 
and from 1887 to 1888 W. P. Johnsey was 
preacher in charge and M. R. Jones was presid- 
ing elder. From 1888 to 1889 and from 
1889 to 1890 C, Grimes was preacher in 
charge and K. H. Cooper presiding elder. 
From 1890 to 1891 F. A. Grimes was 
preacher in charge and R. H. Cooper 
presiding elder. From 1891 to 1892, Tenth 
Street in connection with Centenary, Z. M. Witl- 
iame was preacher in charge and R. H. 
Cooper presiding elder. From 1892 to 1893 
Z. M. Williams was preacher in charge and 
J. M. O'Bryen presiding elder. For several 
years F. A. Kayment, local deacon, and John 
Mullen, local elder, have been connected with 
this charge. 

During the pastorate of W. B. Johnsey, 
the neat and substantial ^parsonage connected 
with this church was built. A parsonage on 
Eleventh street had previously been purchased 
while D. F. Bone was in charge, but it v 
afterwards sold and the proceeds, after ^a^' 
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a email debt on the property, applied to the 
new pareonage. 

The comparatively Hiuali membership of 
this church have been faithful from the begin- 
ning, and while they haye acoomplished much 
good, their success has not been on as large a 
Bcale as was hoped for. Some attribute their 
comparatively slow growth to an unsuitable 
location, as they think, and they are now 
talking about and planning for a change of 
site and a new church. First and last, many 
have been born into the kingdom of God there 
and many have gone from this earthly fold 
to their home in heaven. Notably among the 
latter number we may mention the name of 
Brother Henry Parnall, who labored long as 
steward, class leader and Sunday school super- 
intendent ; and that of Sister Mary Devose, an 
especially faithful and exemplary member. 
The following brethren are members of the 
official board at this date, December, 1892 : 
A. O. Sandusky, W. D. Weller, L. W. SmitltM 
J. F. Kelley, A. M. Kay, Rev. F. RaymraJB 
and Fete Kennard, stewards; J.W. Thompaol^| 
Sunday school superintendent. As a matt«^| 
of history, the writer of these chronicle^| 
preached the first sermon in this (lectnre rooi^H 
charch. ' ^M 

For the conference year 1893-4, O. I^| 
Broadhnrst is preacher in charge and J. H^H 
O'Bryen is presiding elder. During the previ^| 
ous conference year the Tenth Street Church tudfl 
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parsonage was sold and during the present yeai* 
lots on the corner of Fifteenth and Olive Streets 
purchased as the site of a new parsonage and 
church. The parsonage, a neat and tasty 
Btractare nas built in the fall of 1893, and sood 
after the pastor moved into it. The church is 
to be 42x80 feet in dimensions, two stories, 
finiahed in the beet and most substantial man- 
ia now iu course of erection and when 
completed with grounds and parsonage will 
cost about $14,000. This little united band 
with their pastor are struggling heroically and 
hopefully to make the enterprise a succeas. 
And may God grant them the desire of their 
hearts. This congregation has received large 
additions to its members and is growing in nse- 
fulness aa the years go by, not much lesa 
than one hundred having united with the 
church during the present conference year. 

HDNDLEY CHCHCH. 

The Avenue Chapel enterprise was com- 
meaced daring the last year of C. I. Van 
Deventer's pastorate at the Francis Street 
Church and completed the year following 
(1S73) under the administration of Rev, E. 
R. Uendrix. The lot on which it was 
built, near the corner of Nineteenth and Union 
•treets, waa received in exchange for a lot on 
the corner of Faraon and Tweuty-tirat streets, 
which lot had been generoualy donated for 
jmrpoae by Rev. M. B. Chapman and wUfc^W 
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it was thought to be essenttal that the chapel 
be located on or near Frederick Avenue. The 
bailding was for Beveral years need for Sunday 
echool, prayer meetinga and occasional preach- 
ing. James L. Hanna was the first Sunday 
school superintendent and John B. Hundley 
assistant. It was prosperous from the begin- 
ning. J, B, Hundley has been the superin- 
tendent, an exceptionally good one, for man^ 
years. 

Frederick Avenue was made a conference 
appointment in 18S0-1 and left to be supplied. 
Early in the conference year C. I, Van Deven- 
ter presiding elder, employed Dr. C. W, Watts 
to take charge of the same. There was but a 
small class. The preacher in charge reported 
16 members. At the following Annual Con- 
ference he was able to do but little for the 
charge except to preach for them on the Sab- 
bath, living as he did a considerable distance 
from the city. During the year J. B. Hundley 
was superintendent of the Sunday school 
though his membership was still at the Francis 
Street church. James Gibson was secretary of 
the church conference. During the conference 
year for 1881-2 the class was connected with 
the St. Joseph circuit, D. F. Bone preacher in 
charge and C. I. Van Deventer presiding elder. 
The appointment was again made a separate 
charge during the year 1882-3, D. F. Bone 
preacher in charge and C. I. Van Deventer 
presiding elder. The year began with a very 
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extensive revival of religion and the chief 
oi^anizatioQ oceured at this time. Some efli- 
dent members from the mother church and 
some very hopeful converts from the commun- 
ity entered heartily into the organization. 
Dnring this year the names of John B. Hund- 
ley, W. E. Gibson, A. A. Mclninch, S. H. 
Read with others, appear on the official roll 
and also the property which had been deeded 
to the Francis Street Trustees was transferred by 
them to Trnstees appointed by the Avenne 
Chapel Quarterly Conference. During the 
year 1883-4 C, I. Van Deventer was preacher 
in charge and J. P. Nolan presiding elder. 
During this year the name of Tilman Fallis ap- 
pears as class leader. For the year 188i-5 C. 
L Van Deventer was preacher in charge and 
3. P. Nolan presiding elder, and also for the 
year 1885-6 C. I. Van Deventer was preacher 
in charge and M. R. Jones presiding elder. 
Daring the year the name of T. N. Finch ap- 
pears as Trustee, also Ed. Mclninch, Harry 
Hundley and James Qibson were added Co the 
official board, During the pastorate of C. I. 
Van Deventer an addition to the chapel of 16 
feet in length with a wing on the east side, 
coBDCCting with the auditorium, was made at a 
cost of about ^1,000, and a lot on the corner 
of 19th and Union streets 69^x100 feet was 
purchased for the site of a new church for 
$800. For the years 1886-9 W. F. McMurryJ 
WM preacher in charge, and M. R, Joa%& ^<s 



SEETCMB8 OF MBTHODIUM 



1 



siding elder for the yews 1886^8 and R. H. 
Cooper for 1888-9. The young church stead- 
ily grew in numbers and influence for 
good. For the years 1889-91 C. N. Broad- 
hurst was preacher in charge and R. H. Cooper 
presiding elder. The name of the chnrch was 
changed by vote of the church conference from 
"Avenue Chapel" to Hnndley Chapel during 
the pastorate of C. I. Vftn Deventer, During 
the pastorate of 0. N. Broadharet the Hundley 
Chapel property and the Hoaglaud (Jhapel 
property were sold, the two societies uniting in 
one charge and the proceeds applied to the 
erection of a new church on the corner of 
Twenty-second and Colhouu streets called 
Hundley Church. The new church was dedi- 
cated during the pastorate of C. N. Broadhurat 
by Bishop E. R. Hendrix. The Hoagland 
Chapel was also a Francis Street church enter- 
prise, commenced under the pastorate of W, G. 
Miller and completed during the pastorate of J, 
C. Brown. The community was hberally aided 
by Brother George T, Hoagland in eecnring 
this chapel and valuable lots on which it was 
built and the consolidation of the two interests 
was effected largely through the advice of 
Bishop Hendrix. For the year 1891-2 G. M. 
Gibson was preacher in charge and R. H. 
Cooper presiding elder, and for the year 1892—3 
G. M, Gibson was preacher in charge and J, 
M. OrBryen presiding elder. The names of 
Isaac Nayloraud John M. Mullen, local elders, 
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appear on the ofiicial roll for several years. 
The following is the official board for 1892-3: 
R. E. Wheeler, Daniel McDonald, E. G. Mc- 
Ininch, G. F. Sprake, F. Rnsh, F. 0. Shale 
and Harry Hundley. The New Hundley 
Clinrch is a spacious and elegant bailding cost- 
inj5. inclnding the lota, about 115,000. First 
and last the enterprise has received valuable 
ud, financial and moral, from Brother John B. 
Hnndley. The general board of Church Ex- 
tension liberally aided this bnilding both by 
loan and donation. 

For conference year 1893-94, W.A. Hanna 
is preacher in charge and J. M. O'Biyen pre- 
tiding elder. This charge has been favored 
■with large prosperity during the conference 
year. Up to date 130 have been received into 
the chnrch. They have a large and useful 
Sunday School, an Epwortb League,a Women's 
Missionary Society and a juvenile auxiliary in 
connection, with other agencies for good. An 
eicellent parsonage, costing f 1,500, has been 
built, and the pastor is now occupying it. May 
they with all of our churches, abound more and 
"lOre in every good work. 

CKNTENABT U. K. CHURCH, SOUTH, 

In lB83-i, whathaa grown into the present 
^ntenary Church, was connected with the 
**nth street charge, D. F. Bone preacher i 

'"Urge and J. P. Noland presitling 

There hid been several yeara \»:e'^\Q\i& *. ^w 
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day School organized in this part of the city 
by E. K. Hendrix, then preacher in charge of 
tKe Francis street Church, of which Dr. Robert 
Stewart was for some time aoperintendent, the 
school being in connection with the Francis 
street Church quarterly conference. Later, the 
jnrisdiction of the school was transferred to the 
Tenth Street Church quarterly conference, and 
still later, it suspended. During the pastorate 
of Dr. W. G. Miller at the Francis Street 
Church the Sunday School was re-organized 
and a small class formed, Dr. Miller occasion- 
ally preaching for them. The church building 
was erected during the pastorate of D, F. Bone; 
the subscriptions solicited, and lot purchased 
on Tenth street between Pacific and Sycamore, 
about two years before by John Anderson and 
C. I. Tan Deventer, The house is a substan- 
tial frame, valuable in which to begin, but not 
equal to the wants of the community at pres- 
ent, or, indeed, for several years past. In 
1684—5 Robert White was pastor in connection 
with Tenth street, and J. P. Nolan presiding 
elder. In 1885-6 A. Mizell was preacher in 
charge in connection with Tenth street, and M. 
R, Jones was presiding elder. 

Centenary was made a station in 1886-7, 
and was left "to be supplied;" J. H, Todd 
was afterwards transferred from the Western 
Conference and appointed in charge with M. 
K. Jones presiding elder. In 1887-8 C. I. 
Yan Deventer was preacher in charge and M. 
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R. Jones presiding elder. In 1888-9 Melville 
Hardin was preacher in cliarge and R. H. 
Cooper presiding elder. In 1889-90 A. B. 
Colbertson was preacher in charge and R. H. 
Cooper presiding elder; and also for 1890-91 

A. B. Culbertson was preacher in charge and 

B. H. Cooper presiding elder. In 1891-2 Z. 
M. Williams was preacher in charge in connec- 
tion with Tenth Street Clinreh, and R. H. 
Cooper presiding elder. For 1892-3 D. F. 
Bone was preacher in charge and J, M. O'Bry- 
en presiding elder. The lot on which this 
church was built cost $450, the owner, T. B. 
Hoagland, giving $50 of the amount. The 
ilifisouri Conference Church Extension Board 
gave $250 and loaned the trustees $200 to- 
wards the enterprise. The church was dedi- 
cated by Dr. David Morton during the pastor- 
Ate of J. H. Todd, and the loaned nioney paid 
the following year. The present pastor (1893-4) 
is D. F. Bone, and the following are members 
of the Official Board: Sunday School Superin- 
tendent, Walter Hurst. Stewards, J, G. Nel- 
eon, John Andrew, Henry C. Tweedell, Wm, 
H. Hawkins, Robert Charlton and Wm. Q. 
Graham. Trustees, Robert Nelson, Robert 
Charlton, H. C. Tweedell, Edward KeiSer and 
Wm. Graham. R. Nelson, local deacon; John 
Charlton, local preacher, and Robert Charlton, 
local duacon. 

For the years 1893-94 A. C. Garrett is 
proKcher in charge and J. M. O'BT^ett. v& -^^^r 
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siding elder. This charge, too, baa been 
greatly prOBpered during the winter and spring 
ot the present conference year. Nearly one 
hundred have been added to the memberehip. 
The church is not strong in material resources, 
but self denying and liberal to the cause of 
God with what they have. Through the wise 
and diligent efforts of their pastor, with the 
co-operation of the church, the most wonder- 
ful achievement has been made in the rebuild- 
ing and enlargement and architectural im- 
provement of their house of worship at a cost 
of about $2,000. And a new parsonage they 
think is also in sight. The chnrch was re-opened 
and dedicated on the fourth Sunday in June, 
1894, by Bishop E. R. Hendrix, under whose 
"pastorate at the Francis street church one of 
the first Mission Sunday schools in the neigh- 
borhood was established. 

During this conference year one of the 
charter membera of this church, a saintly 
ivoman, llrs. Elizabeth Charlton, was trao^H 
ferred to her home in heaven. ^| 

BOAQLAND CHAPEL AND GRAND AVKNUB. 

Hoagland Chapel, corner of Felix and 
Twenty-second streets, and Grand avenue mis- 
sion in the northern part of the city, was made 
a pastoral charge in 1889-90, with D. F. Bone 
preacher in charge and R. H. Cooper presiding 
alder, which arrangement continued, so far as 
Borland chapel was concerned until the close 
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of the conferencG year, when the latter waa 
joined with Hundley chapel, in a new church 
and charge, on the corner of Colhoun aad 
Twenty-second streets, as previously men- 
tioned. Grand avenue, where the Francis 
street church had established a mission Sunday 
flchool, proved to be an unpromising location 
as to the prospect of a church organization, 
and was abandoned by the pastor as a regular 
preaching place and his efforts transferred to 
Walker's addition to the city of St. Joseph, it 
being also in the northern part of the city. 
Here a family (Brother Culph's) from the 
neighborhood of the Hundley chapel, had re- 
cently located and had started a small Sunday 
school in their house. Miss Jennie Culph being 
superintendent. Their pastor, W. F, McMurry, 
preached a few times in their dwelling, and 
about this time or a little later, H. F. Bone, 
preacher in charge, assisted by R. H. Cooper, 
C. N. Broadhurst and A. G. Dinwiddle and 
others, conducted a protracted meeting with 
several additions to the church, which 
salted in an organization and soon afterwards 
in the erection of a house of worship 
a cost of about 11,500.00, the Francis street 
church especially, but also others, assisting in 
the enterprise. 

The charge was first called Marvin mission, 
but afterwards designated as Spruce street 
church. The Missouri ConteTeiitie ^<i%.x^ "aV 
Charch Extension donated %\QQ xo-swt^'*. "^^^ 
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property, and the church was dedicated the 
Sabbath before the meeting of the Annnal 
Conference for 1890-91, by Dr. John D. Ham- 
mond. In 1890-91 J. V. Humphreys was 
preacher in charge and R. H, Cooper presiding 
elder. In 1891-92 C. I. Van Deventer was 
preacher in charge with Henry Kay assistant, 
KH. Cooper presiding elder. The charge at 
this time was "Spruce srreet imd King Hill." 
Dnring the year 1891-92 the members of the 
King Hill class were transferred to and con- 
solidated with a few members at St. George, 
a suburb of St. Joseph, and a substantial and 
beautiful church built, costing, when fiuiehedj 
about $2,500. The lots, worth between $500 
and J1,000, were donated by the St. George 
Town Company. The church was named by 
vote of the trustees (Brother Gooding not 
voting) "Gooding Church," a proper tribute to 
Brother and Sister Gooding, who have lived so 
long in the community and whose liberal aid 
contributed largely to the success of the effort 
to build at this time and place. 



le etiort^g 

'" I 
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SPKtrOE STBEET AND GOODING OHURCH 

Is the name of the charge 
Gooding Church was dedicated ou the foartlt. 
Sunday in July, 1892, by R. H. Cooper, pre- 
siding elder, and on the third Sunday in tbia 
mouth C. I. Van Deventer preached the first 
sermon in this church. Henry Kay did much 
valuable service in securing subscriptions and 
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miking collections for this enterprise while 
tile eeoior pastor did what he could to make 
the good cause a sticcess, his health becoming 
much impaired dariDg the conference year, 
especially the latter part of it. For the year 
1892-93 S. P. Cresap was preacher in charge 
and J. M. O'Bryen presiding elder. The new 
chnrch members and the young pastor entered 
heartily and hopefully on the new conference 
year. It was a ripe aa well as a needy field 
and already there have been numerous con- 
versions and additions to the church. May it 
be written in the future of very many that this 
one and that one "was born here." 

The following persons comprise the official 
board for 1892-93: Spruce street, Benjamin 
Snckley, Ephraim Smith and George A. Tur- 
ner, stewards; Miss Jennie Culph, Sunday 
school superintendent. Gooding church, John 
Gooding and Perry Wilson, stewards; Sunday 
school superintendent, J. R. Scott; trustees of 
Gooding chnrch, W. F. Davis, Elias Cotrell, 
Perry Wilson, John Beatty, William Leach 
and William English. 

For the conference year 1893-94 S. P. 
Oreeap is preacher in charge and J. U. 
O'Brjen presiding elder. During the year 
•OOD to close the church in both of these local- 
ies has been prosperous. All of the interests 
of religion have been advanced. Souls have 
m converted and large additions made to 
the membership of the church, fifty being re- 
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ceived into the clinrcli in one day at Spruce 
street. In all during the conference year to 
date, July 10, 1894, one hundred have been 
added to the membership of this youug charge, 
with twenty-nine infant baptisms, 

Mrs. Juliet Gooding waa more than forty 
years a member of the Methodist Church in 8t. 
Joseph, at King llill and theu at St. George. 
She was always an active, influential Christian, 
much of the time of later years a child of 
afiUction. The two recent ambitions of her 
life were realized^the building of a new 
Church where her family and neighbors and 
others eonld worship, and where the Sunday 
School could be more successfully carried on; 
and the other was to do something for the 
widows and orphans of our deceased preachers 
and the superannuated members of our Con- 
ference. She lived to see the new Church 
built and joyfully worshiped in it for several 
months, and being dead, she yet lives, and 
long will continue in the good that will be 
accomplished by her liberal donation of $1000 
to the Missouri Conference Trust Fund. She 
was a specially useful Sunday School Superin- 
tendent for a number of years. How vivid is 
the recollection of her testimony in the love 
feast, and of her gifted and fervent prayers. 
She was, I believe, the first oue whose funeral 
services were conducted at the new Gooding 
Church. 
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Mbb. Maky Adamson having entered her 
Heavenly home several years before this 
Church waa built, was do doubt by her CbriB- 
tian life and labor iustmniental in preparing 
the way for it. She was a faithful teacher in 
the King Hill Sunday School, and her friends 
— mostly the remaining scattered membere of 
her Bible Olasd — have appropriately commem- 
orated her worth by placing a beautiful mem- 
orial window in the Church. 

Washington Bkown, who had become a 
member of the King Hill Class, with prospects 
of needed usefulness in the Church, waa re- 
moved by death from his family and from the 
Church, many years ago, is also remembered 
with a memorial window in the Church, placed 
there principally by hia Masonic friends. His 
faithful widow of a score of years has also 
passed away since the new Church was built. 
May the parental mantle fall upon the children 
and the childrens children in all of the years 
to come. 

And later the pure spirit of our Sister Bed- 
fern, young but ripe for Heaven, joined the 
number of the departed ones who have gone 
from this little society we doubt not, to swell 
the hosts of the redeemed. 

SKMI-CENTENBIAL — 1844-1894 

The last half century has been a most 
eventful perio<l in the history, \ioft\ o\. «« 
coantr/ and ot our churcU. 
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lu the beginDing of this period the M. 
E. Church waa divided, the particulars of 
which separation are geoe rally known and 
need not be referred to in detail now. How- 
ever, the necessity of division was regretted 
by good men Korth and 8outh, it was deemed 
the best, and as it seemed the only thing that 
could be done under the circumstances, and it 
was ao declared by almost a unanimous rote of 
the General Conference of 1844, held in the 
city of New York. A division back of which 
and in connection with which much wrong 
may have existed, yet through the goodness 
and merey of God it has been overrnled for 
good to the Church in both sections, certainly 
to the M. E. Church, South. 

In accordance with the provision of the 
"Plan of Separation" the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, was organized in May, 1S45, in 
the city of Louisville, Ky. Such a transition 
while brought about with uncommon unanim- 
ity, coald not, in tlie nature of the case, be 
effected without friction and damaging results, 
while the Southern Church was united and in- 
creasingly prosperous from the date of its 
organization. 

At the time of the division of the Church 
the Missouri Conference included the whole 
State. 

The undivided Missouri Conference met for 
the last time in Columbia, Mo., in 1845, and 
waa presided over by the venerable Bishop 
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Bonle. The memory of his personal appear- 
Bnce and of his talk to the preachers before 
annonncing the appointments has never faded 
from the mind of at least one young preacher. 
At this conference the preachers were given 
opportunity to adhere North or South. 

They generally went with the South. Some 
went North and some of these good and 
inflneDti&l brethren, among them my first pre- 
siding elder, very properly sought connection 
with the Church outside of the Missouri Con- 
ierencG. I want to mention here what Bishop 
T. A. Morris said in substance in cori-espond- 
encewith Rev. W. S. McMurry about this time, 
that if the provision of the "Plan of Separa- 
tion" had been carried out there ought not to 
have been any more diiBculty than in the or- 
dinary division of ai Annual Conference. 

In 1846 the territory of the Missouri Con- 
ference was divided into the Missouri and St, 
Louis Annual Conferences, the Missouri River 
Iwing the dividing line between them and with 
(oaie additions on the north in Iowa the same 
i« the territory of the Missouri Conference in 
The St. Louis Conference has since 
Wn divided into the St. Louis and Southwest 
Missouri Conferences. 

The first session of the Missouri Conference 
oftheM. E. Church South was held at Han- 
"'Dal, Mo., September, 1846, and was presided 
over by Bishop Robert Paine, which was the 
^t conference attended by him after bia ele<y 
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tion to the episcopacy. It is of the t 
Conference of the M. E. Chnrch South, Bince 
ite organization down to 1S94 that we wish 
more particulariy now to apeak and later will 
mention some important interests connected 
with the Southern Methodist Church generally. 
At the begining of this period the membership 
of the Missouri Conference, including traveling 
and local preachers, was not far from ten thou- 
sand. Now there are nearly forty ihousand in 
the Missouri Conference with a proportionate 
increase in the other conferences of Missouri. 
Then there was not a foot of railroad in North 
Missouri if anywhere else in the State, unless it 
was in the vicinity of St. Louis. Now the rail- 
roads are too numerous to mention, running in 
every direction with more to follow. Then 
there were large tracts of uninhabited prairie 
and timbered lands; now the whole country 
nearly is brought into a prosperous state of cul- 
tivation, while fiouriahing towns and cities have 
sprung into existence on every hand. Then 
you could often see the wild deer bounding 
over the plains and through the forests and 
wild turkeys were frequently seen and heard 
" gobbling" along the highways — but such 
visions have long ago faded away. Then 
the cabin with stick chimney, puncheon 
floor and clabboard roof was the rule, and the 
better dwelling the exception — but such things 
read like fiction to the present generation, many 
of whom dwell in their " ceiled" houses and 
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aboQiid witli the bsDelits and comforts of mod- 
ern Christian civilization. Then the majority 
of itinerants were "circuit riders," the stations 
were few and far between and many of the 
circuits were of large territorial dimengions, 
often with twenty or more appointments with 
one or more services for three or four days in 
the week besides Sunday, mostly in private 
dwellings and school houses, often two, and 
Bomelimes three, public meetings in a day and 
a class led by the preacher besides. Then the 
financial support was incredibly small, as 
indicated, for instance, by the report from 
Young Marvin's first circuit — but this case was 
not exceptional— the preachers of that day, not 
only in Missouri, but elsewhere, did more and 
liHrder work, with less remuneration, than any 
class of men to be found. You say, the coun- 
try was new and the preachers were unedu- 
cated in the modern acceptation, which, of 
conrse, is admitted ; it could not be otherwise. 
Yet there was a good proportion of strong 
men in those days — men who "turned the 
world upside down," who labored at the foun- 
dations of our Zion, and into whose labors the 
'ministers of this genermion have entered. 
Memones of some of those great and good 
men are cherished, not only with real pleasure, 
bat also, we trust, with enduring profit. We 
wonid follow them as they followed the Master. 
We did in those days have some good times, fully 
^itat io some respects to any that have foUQti«,d,. 
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Oar brethreo and sister B gave us of the best they 
bad ; their ejea sparkled with pleasure when 
we entered their humble, but hospitable homes; 
the children were glad to see us, and the 
preacher was glad to see them, and there was 
mutual sincere regret when we separated not 
to meet again. What occasioDs were our trips 
on horseback and in bnggies to and from the eea- 
sions of the Annual Conferenees, requiring 
sometimes a week or ten days, or even more. 
We generally went two and two, or in larger 
numbers, with appointments for preaching here 
and there on the way. This was a vacation 
and a means of recuperation unknown, espec- 
ially to the modern (city) pastor, who at pres- 
ent feels it incumbent upon him to "shut up 
ebop," and leave his sheep daring the hot 
months to the tender mercies of those who 
never cease their evil work by day or by night, 
in summer or in winter. 

At the close of the war the Southern Metho- 
dist church, whose field of labors was almost 
exclusively within the southern states, was par- 
tially disorganized, greatly cast down, and in 
eome places well nigh destroyed. The Gen- 
eral Conference, appointed to meet in May, 
1S62, did not -convene. It could not on ac- 
count of the distarbed condition of the coun- 
t*y, and after eight years (in 1866) the repre- 
flentativee of tlie church assembled in General 
Conferernee in the city of New Orleans. From 
that tims to the present we believe the charcb 
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has been mostly going forward. The pillar of 
cloud by day and of fire by night ha^been in 
the camp of onr Israel. At that conference 
fonr of the best men o£ the church — Wight- 
man, Marvin, Doggett and McTyeire— (who 
are not, for God has taken them) — were chosen 
general snperintendants. We were brought 
low, but the good Lord helped us. Many 
were in deep sorrow because their husbands, 
fathers and sons were not. Many had been 
brought from affluence to poverty. As a 
church our numbers and our agencies for ac- 
complishing good were greatly reduced, but 
after alt there was much to be grateful for 
and we did thank God and take courage from 
that day. At this Conference, and shortly after- 
wards, some of the most important changes and 
new departures in our ecclesiastical economy 
were made from time to time, prominent 
mmong which was the introduction of 

L4V BKPBESENTATtOM 

Into the General and Annual Conferences, 
a policy which, with proper limitation, 
believe is essentially right, and which has, 
no doubt, already been productive of much 
good. While it, like everything else, 
liable to abuse and to be misused, it is well 
for ministers and laymen to be associated in 
the counsels and labors of the church. There 
is a work for each and all to do, and in the 
faithful performance of all tUesQ oVtV\%%.\.v^'u«^ 
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Becnlar — if anything can be considered aecn- 
lar in siyth connections — and spiritual, depends 
the largest and best resalts to the chnrch. 
Also the law making attendance npon 

CLASS USBTINOS 

A condition of chnrch membership was 
changed about this time, while provision was 
made for the continnance of class meetings 
in connection with other stated means of grace. 
Whether this change caused the decline in 
attendance npon class meetings, or whether 
the decline in attendance caused the change, 
it is a lamentable fact, that class meetings, 
according to the original intent and plan, are 
among the things that were. Then also came 
the 

OHBBCH CONFEKENCE, 

Not a "fifth wheel" to our ecclesiastical machii» 
ery as some have regarded it, but evidently ilP 
wise provision, as those who have indicionsly " 
and faithfnlly observed it do testify, and one 
well calculated to do mnch good. The very 
frequent neglect or careless and partial obser- 
vance of the Church Conference requirement 
cannot, on any grounds, be justified. It is 
among the disciplinary demands of the Church. 
If it needs amendment or even abolishment, 
let the authority that ordained it so order. 
But we are under solemn obligations to "keep 
the Jaw" while it is a law. Which statement 
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Kapplies not only in this case, bnt in all similar . 
(connections. 

Among the notable additions to our Church j 
I polity, about a quarter oi: a century ago, was i 
I the 

DISTHIOT ( 

To be convened at least once during the. 
ConEereace year. Its constituency being pro- 
vided for in part by the Annual Ctmfereuce. 

This conference is charged with the over- 
eight of all of the interests of the Church, 
temporal and spiritual, in an advisory sense, 
Ithin a Presiding Elder's District, special 
attention being given to religious services. 
The District Conference, in its appropriate 
work, has long since proved to be of great 
value, and with some modifications, may yet 
prove to be still more instrumental of good. 
Since the above paragraph was written the 
General Conference has been in session, and 
they did "modify" the District Conference law 
by taking from the Quarterly Conference and 
adding to the District Conference. Hereafter 
application for license to preach and for 
admission on trial in the Annual Conference 
will be made to the District Conference. 
A change in our economy which has ita 
advantages and disadvantages, thu prepond- 
erance we think being in favor of the change. 
Under the circnmstancea the District Confer- 
ence ought to be convened twice instead of 
once a year. -I 

BIX months' probation. I 

Then the requirement of six months proba- 
tion before being eligible to full membersliip 
.in the Church was removed. Wfe ■a,tt4«t«\».-s&. 
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that probation is still not only allowed, but 
required, tbougb no particular time is BpeciHed 
—it may be longer or sborter, as may be 
determined by tbe paator, wbo by the discipline 
is charged with grave responsibility in the 
reception of members into the Church. Doubt- 
less' sometimes serious mistakes have been 
made by receiving persons into the Churiih 
without Huflieient previous instruction and ex- 
amination. In some instances those not only 
unconverted, but unawakened to the conscious- 
ness of their sin of heart and life, and there- 
fore not earnest seekers of salvation, being 
admitted, they are placed in ciroumstances not 
likely to do them any good, and if not, may 
result in infinite harm, as they are in danger of 
living and dying with only a form of Godliness 
— a name to live while spiritually dead. And 
especially is this liable to be tbe case if the 
pastor and those who are "Bpiritual" take but 
little pains to bring them into and lead them 
in the way of life. While Churches are sup- 
posed to be made up generally of Christians, 
yet a place among the people of God, if im- 
proved, ought to furnish valuable aid in com- 
ing to Christ and in finding our way to Heaven, 
But it is an awful thing to live and die in 
the pale of the Church unsaved from sin, and 
go from its altars to the judgment of the great 
day not having on the wedding garment. God 
help us faithfully to meet the great respensi- 
bilities committed to us, not only in view 
our personal interests but also of the 
of others. 
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n'b foreiom missionaby society. 
Later among the modifications and im- 
prnvenieata of our Church polity we meotioiL 
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the organization of the Woman's Missionary 
Society, in the interest of Foreign Missions — 
woman's work for women in foreign lauds. 
This Society was organized or provided for by 
the General Conference of 187S, held at At- 
lanta, Georgia. In a few instances leading 
good men were doubtful of the wisdom of the 
movement. Some feared that it would be 
injurious to the General Missionary Society. 
Bat on the other hand it has been a stimulus 
to the whole missionary movements of our 
Church. While in a comparatively short time 
they have raised more money for Missions an- 
nually than the entire Church formerly did, 
and at the same time they have developed 
wonderful ability in the management of the 
various working departments of the Society, 
especially in regard to their financial matters, 
with gratifying evidences of God's blessings 
on their labors. 

noABD OF oanECH EXTBNSIOS. 



Among the more recent i 
was the organization of the Board of Church 
Extension, which was effected by the General 
Conference of 1882, held at Nashville, Tonn. 
The march of this important enterprise has 
been onward from the beginnliig; scores and 
hundreds of churches, with greatly improved 
architectural designs, have been built, many of 
them within the bounds of the older confer- 
ences, and many of them in our western and 
•onthwestem territory, that would never have 
boon bnilt, but for the aid and inspiration of 
this Board. In these churches the Word of 
God hai« been preached, and multitudes of 
precious souls have been converted. A little 
Uter yna added the womMJ** A^i^MXmwBit^ 
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church extension, in the interest of pareooage 
bailding, which hax done and is accomplishiDg 
great good, for nest to the demand for a 
church, in which the people may be assembled 
to hear the Word of God, is a home for the 
pastor. In 1890 the General Conference so 
enlarged this aaxiliary, in its field of labor, as 
to include the very important, but ranch 
neglected work of Home Missions, a wide, and 
needy and hopeful field. 

EPWOETH LEAGUE. 

And the last, but not least. General Con- 
ference provision {previous to 1894) was in the 
interest of the Epworth League organization, 
through which it is sought to enlist and unite 
the young people of the church in labors for 
their own good and the good of others. The 
recent General Conference devoted very much 
attention to this important subject, in tlie or- 
ganization of a General Board, and the ap- 
pointmout of Dr. S. A. Steele as secretary and 
editor of a general league organ- — and perhiips 
there is no man in the church more suitable for 
such an important and responsible work — at 
least this seems to be tlie general verdict. The 
present attitude of the young people to the ad- 
vancement of Christ's kingdom is both wonder- 
ful and hopeful. Inthe movement we greatly 
rejoice, though with some trembling. Much 
of the wisdom that is from above, and of the 
grace of our Lord Jesas Christ, will be needed 
to guide these dear ones in the good and the 
right way. May they be bo guided; and may 
they, with kindred organizations, grow into a 
great army, who " when the enemy shall come 
in like a flood, will raise up a standard against 
bun. " 
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Within the period of which we briefly write 
many other changes and modifications of oar 
chnrch polity have been made, some of more 
and some of less importance. Oar missionary 
work has been greatly advanced, but by no 
means in proportion to our ability and respon- 
sibilities, or to the wants and woea of those 
without God and without hope. Our Sunday 
school system has also been greatly promoted, 
but in this wide, inviting held there remains 
much land to be possessed. We have not fal- 
tered in our Annual and General Conference 
utterances at least, on the great, vita! question 
of temperance. May we never go back on so 
good a record, or fail to " show our faith by 
our works." 

Finally, the last General Conference created 
a Board of Education, which it is believed is 
full of the promise of good to the church, and 
took initial steps to provide a commission in 
the interest of Methodist federation and co-op- 
eration at home and abroad, which, if success- 
ful, will reduce the waste of men and means, 
and greatly promote the interests of pure 
religion. 

In conclusion X will add, that while as a 
church we have passed through at least two 
transition periods since 1844 — "going from 
strength to strength iu Zion," — after the lapse 
of a half century we are possibly, it seems to 
some, at the verge of another departure, which 
may be upward or downward, forward or 
backward. We are inclined to he hopeful, 
and surely we need not depart from the 
line of our past shining record. But it is 
a device of the devil to persuade the 
Christian that there is no clanger, and we 
^e admonished to watch and pray th&t w^ 
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enter not into temptation. If we will tarn 
all of onr forces against a common foe, instead 
of warring among onrselvea ; if in honor we 
will prefer one another, instead of all "seeking 
their own " ; if we shall be blessed with a eon- 
verted, humble, active and exemplary mem- 
bership and a godly, consecrated ministry, 
who will declare the whole coanael of God 
faithfully, ministering tenderly as pastors as 
well as preachers; all "going on to perfec- 
tion"; then all will be well, and the next fifty 
years of our history will be as the past, yet 
much more abundant, in successful good works. 
But if the world shall get into the church, and 
onr people be "lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God " ; if onr pastors, many of them, 
shall become ambitious for place or power, 
and seekers of "filthy lucre" rather than for 
the salvation of souls ; if we shall forget the 
God of our fathers and depart from the old 
landmarks of our faith and practice ; then 
Ichabod will be written upon our altars. God 
will east ue away and raise up another people 
to carry on His work in " spreading scripture 
holiness over the land. " But, beloved, we are 
persuaded better things (of you) and things 
that accompany salvation though we thus speak. 



9 was born in Virginia in 
1800, converted in 1825, and soon afterwards 
was licensed to preach; was ordained deacon in 
1833, by Bishop Hedding; ordained elder in 
1839 by Bishop Morris. He was for a num- 
ber of years an unusually active and useful 
local preacher. He supplied the Glasgow sta- 
tion, where he lived in 1853-53. At the end 
of that year was recommended to the annual 
conference in which be continued to labor on 
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J«i»-«uit8 and districts and in stations until the 
Br before his death, Janaarj Slst, 1871. 
3 was several years presiding elder in north- 
i'W'^st Missouri. Brother Perkins was brought 
"-p* under Baptist influencea, but bad a Metbo- 
K^^st wife. He was liberallj' educated and 
I deeply pious, a good preacher and a true 
|f*T.end. The year before Brother Perkins eu- 
JtOied the eonferenee the writer was the pastor 
[ of his family, and appreciated very much his 
' ! counsels and brotherly co-operation. Of 
1 Cionrse he died well — triumphing over his 
1 l«^teBt foe, 

OONCLCSION. 

Everything must have an end — our little 
**ook is no exception to the rule. But before 
■^losing I would like to have a short practical 
*^.l]t with the reader. Good advice is cheap, 
*>Wt the writer has tried, — is still trying^to 
yractiee what he preaches." 

Are you a christian — "the highest style of 

^**an," — not merely nominal but scriptural? 

~^iave you come to Christ? Have you sought and 

"^^3UDd redemption in bis blood, even the for- 

.C^iveness of sins ? Do not answer too soon. Ex- 

J^treine j-ourself whether you be in the faith. 

::^2*™®™^*''' '^ religion is anything it is personal, 

^^e cannot be Christians by proxy, and there 

^*-« no substitute in this war. Well, I think I 

<aear you say. yes by the grace of God I am 

^be Lord's and he is mine, a sinner saved by 

^TBce. Then hold fast the "beginning of your 

«20nfidence." *'As you have received Christ 

*3eBa8 the Lord, so walk ye in him," and leaving 

th« first principles of the doctrine of Christ go 

Vn to perfection. 

But if yon are unconverted, in or oat of tl 
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church, do not sleep till rou seek the Lord 
with all the heart. There is no interest bo im- 
portant as thia. If you will come now to the 
Lord Jesus Christ he will in no wise cast jon 
out. Settle this great question and you may 
live a happy, useful Christian, and then for you 
to die will be gain. It will greatly promote 
your personal salvation and leave scarcely any 
room for doubt, as to jour ultimate suceeas, to 
observe the following suggestions : 

1st. Take your spiritual reckonings. Know 
just how the matter is between you and your 
God. Whether you are in the way of life and 
what, if any, progress you are making heaven- 
ward; and do not let the time between these 
enqnires be too great. What would be the 
fate of a man in secular business who would 
not observe such a rule. 

3d. Read the Holy Scriptures, at least a 
brief portion every day and meditate upon the 
truth. Read the Bible through from Genesis 
to Revelation, often; its especially devotional 
and practical parts more frequently. The Sav- 
iour prayed "sanctify them through thy truth, 
thy word is truth." 

3d. iV«y much, seek to have a constant 
spirit of prayer. Fray in secret daily and like 
the master in times of special need. Pray in 
and with yoxir family^ if you are the head of a 
hoDsehold. Acknowledge the good Lord aVound 
yoar table and as Jesus did habitually, no doubt, 
give thanks. Do not let there be an occasion 
for yonr dear children to say here or in the 
judgment day, I never heard my father or 
mother pray. Oh what golden opportunities 
are furnished here and now, but once passed 
they never can return. Attend the prayer and 

3 or testimony meetings of the church and 
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take some part in tlie services and watch 
well as pray, 

4th. Remember tbe Sabbatli day to keep it 
holy. This is a part o£ God's moral law, un- 
repealed, always and everywhere in force. 
Bead its details in the Ten CommaudmentB. 
Observe it as a day of rest. Abstain from all 
unnecessary labor. Use it as a day for spec- 
ial religious profit ; give your children religous 
instruction at home and. not only send them 
to the Sunday school, but if possible go with 
.them, and all together attend upon the public 
worship of God. Works of necessity, of 
mercy, and of charity, on the Lord's day are 
allowable ; but traveling, attending to secular 
business, and the unnamed methods of recre- 
ation which are practiced (some of which 
could not be commended as proper on any 
day) are in violation of the letter and spirit of 
the Sabbath law. As you value your personal 
good, and the best interest of your home and 
your country, and if you would have the appro- 
bation of your Mater, "Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy." 

5th. Do not divorce religion from your 
business. . Labor isthe law of God as well as of 
neceseity. We are to labor that we may have the 
things that are needful aa well as the means to 
give to the needy. If any man will not work, 
no forfeits his right to eat. We are to be 
dilligent in business." liut we are to be 
careful what kind of business we follow, and 
how we discharge the duties of our vocation. 
Some anthori/.ed Hues of business a Christian 
man can have uoti>ing to do with, and some 
that to themselves are lawful, cannot be con- 
dneted as they sometimes are, with a good con- 
B^ence, But a man may be as religtoue iu ' ' 
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daily labors, if he will, as in the house of God 
on the Lord's day. Carry your Christian prin- 
ciples into all of the details of hnsiness life 
and be governed by them. 

6th. The same rule applies to public, official 
or political life — right and wrong are the same 
under all circumstances. The idea of being 
morally honest and politically dishonest is 
absurd. You cannot be an honorable man, 
much lees a Christian, and do wrong to secure 
office, and in any position which a man may 
justly occupy he can do right if he will. Some 
body has said, do not take politics into your 
religion, but take your religion into your pol- 
itics. A good snggesiion, and the latter part 
of it may well be emphasized in these days. 
Surely our polities need all the light and help 
that pure religion {not sectarian intermeddlng) 
can afford. That is chiefly what is the matter. 
We are trying to live withoat God, and in the 
neglect and violation of his law. The Ten 
Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount 
would solve many of the difficult problems of 
the present time. 

7th. Study to sustain a right relation to the. 
great questions, especially the great morail 
questions of the day. "Be not partakers oat! 
other men's sins." What you would not dOjl 
directly or in person, do not do indirectly or byi 
proxy. If you would not run " Sunday trains, '*j 
or keep a saloon, do not take stock and sharej 
in the profits of the one, or vote license for the- 
other. As long as good people of every phase 
of Christian faith, elect men to make our civil 
laws whom it is known or believed will favor 
the licensed liquor traffic, so long the chains of 
this bondage will tighten upon us. If we d«j 
what we can in a lawful and proper way to' 
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tbrow it off, it will go, and if it shoald not, the 
reBponeibility of its remaining will be upon 
others. 

8th, To each, to every one wesaj, Go work 
to-daj in the vinejard of the Lord. Labor not 
onlj to be saved from sin and its consequences 
yonreelves, bot strive to be instrumental in 
saving others. In your Christian influence be 
positive and aggressive. Strive to make the 
world around yon better by living in it. If 
yon can win one soul to Christ, that one may 
bring another to him, and thus you may be in- 
strumental in originating an influence for good, 
a stream that may forever flow, blessing them 
who shall come after you. Such a life would 
be worth living. 

Dear Fathers and Mothkhb: Train up 
your children by precept and example, in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. O, what 
responsipilitiea are upon parents. Strive to 
fatfill them as you will — in the dying hour 
wish you had. 

Childrbn: "Obey your parents in the 
Lord that your days may be long in the land," 
and that it may be well with you here and 
hcTeafter, Jesus said, suffer the little ones to 
come unto me. Be christian children and you 
will be the better prepared if you live to be 
christian men and women, and if yon are id 
childhood or early yonth, called to die, then 
heaven will be your home. 

Husbands and Wives: Love each other 
and keep the vows you have made at the nup- 
tial altar ' 'as long as ye both shall live. " How 
flippantly many take upon them these obliga- 
tioiie, and what untold sorrows are entailed by 
the Urge and increasing numbers who fail to 
keep them. Masters and servants, employers 
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and employees, rich and poor, capitalists and 
laborers, those in authority and those subject 
to authority — one and all, as every man must 
give an account of himself, let all, with 
writer and reader, seek to "do justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly with God." 

" Finally, brethren, farewell ; be perfect, be 
of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace 
and the God of love and peace shall be with 
you." 
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What's good for nations is good for indi- 
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'em. Suppose we trade. 
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Holding down prices for the convenience 
of all — that's our bueineas. 
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